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By Dave Dollarhide

��)URP�+LGH��

Dave “Hide” Dollarhide

continued on page 4...

ELECTRONIC ISSUE
$V�\RX�DOO�NQRZ�E\�QRZ��RXU�6N\-

KDZN�-RXUQDO��The A-4Ever��LV�SXE-
OLVKHG�IRXU�WLPHV�SHU�\HDU��ZLWK�RQH�
LVVXH�RIIHUHG�LQ�GLJLWDO�IRUPDW��,W¶V�WKDW�
WLPH�RI�\HDU�DV�HYLGHQFHG�E\�WKLV�HOHF-
WURQLF�ZLQWHU�SXEOLFDWLRQ�

0HPEHUV�KLJKO\�YDOXH�WKH�³-RXUQDO´�
DQG�ULJKWIXOO\�VR��%RE�+LFNHUVRQ��RXU�
(GLWRU��GRHV�DQ�H[FHOOHQW�MRE�RI�EULQJLQJ�
WKH�6N\KDZN�DQG�LWV�SHRSOH�WR�OLIH�IURP�
ERWK�WKH�SDVW�DQG�SUHVHQW��0DQ\�PHP-
EHUV�SUHIHU�WKH�KDUG�FRS\�DQG�DIWHU�DOO�
WKHVH�\HDUV��,¶P�VXUH�WKHUH�DUH�QXPHURXV�
FROOHFWLRQV�RI�WKHP�LQ�KRPH�RI¿FHV�

6R�ZK\�KDYH�DQ�HOHFWURQLF�LVVXH"�
&RVW�LV�RQ�WKH�WRS�RI�WKH�OLVW��EXW�\RXU�
HPDLOHG�FRS\�LV�PRUH�WKDQ�WKDW��,W�SUR-
YLGHV�DQ�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�LQFOXGH�PRUH�
FRQWHQW��HVSHFLDOO\�SKRWRV�WKDW�ZRXOG�EH�
SURKLELWLYH�LQ�D�KDUG�FRS\�YHUVLRQ�ZLWK�
OLPLWHG�VSDFH��7KHUH�LV�PRUH�³EDQJ�IRU�
WKH�EXFN´�KHUH��VR�ZH�KRSH�\RX¶OO�HQMR\�
\RXU�FRS\�

NEW SDO
:H�RIIHU�RXU�WKDQNV�WR�PHPEHU�

Larry Lassise��ZKR�KDV�YROXQWHHUHG�
WR�EH�WKH�6'2�IRU�ERWK�9$�����DQG�
9$������7KH�6'2�FRQWDFW�OLVW�LV�DYDLO-
DEOH�RQ�WKH�SXEOLF�VLGH�RI�RXU�ZHEVLWH��
7R�YLHZ�LW��JR�WR�³7KH�$VVRFLDWLRQ´�DQG�
VHOHFW�³&RQWDFW�/LVW�´�

OPERATION HOME 
MOVIE RESULTS

Ed Wilburn�KDV�JUDFLRXVO\�SUR-
YLGHG�XV�ZLWK�SHUVRQDO�SKRWRV�DQG��PP�
PRYLHV�IURP�KLV�WRXU�ZLWK�9$����������
±�������7KLV�LV�WKH�¿UVW�FRQWULEXWLRQ�
WR�³2SHUDWLRQ�+RPH�0RYLH´�DQG�ZH�
DSSUHFLDWH�WKH�UHVSRQVH��(G�ZDV�D�SODQH�
FDSWDLQ�ZKHQ�WKH�VTXDGURQ�ZDV�À\LQJ�
$��$V�DQG�$��%V�IURP�866�Saratoga�
DQG�FDSWXUHG�VRPH�KLVWRULF�IRRWDJH��
+H�KDG�SUHYLRXVO\�FRQYHUWHG�KLV�KRPH�
PRYLHV�WR�D�9+6�WDSH�DQG�ODWHU�PDGH�
D�GLJLWDO�FRS\�DQG�VHQW�PH�WKH�WDSH��
,¶YH�DOUHDG\�FRQYHUWHG�WR�D�'9'��7KH�
$VVRFLDWLRQ�LV�SUHVHQWO\�ZRUNLQJ�ZLWK�D�
WHVW�YHUVLRQ�RI�RXU�<RX7XEH�FKDQQHO�DQG�
(G¶V�PRYLHV�ZLOO�HYHQWXDOO\�EH�ORFDWHG�
WKHUH��:H¶OO�OLQN�WR�LW�IURP�RXU�ZHEVLWH�

Ed Refueling a VA-34 Bravo

Dave on A-4 ladder.
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>VN\KDZNDVQ#JPDLO�FRP@�
:HEVLWH��ZZZ�D�VN\KDZN�RUJ

Skyhawk aSSociation, inc.
2I¿FHUV�and Directors

IN MEMORY OF  
M. DAVIS “WHIZZER” WHITE, D.D.S 

(1939-2007)  
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Jack Waterbury�DOVR�UHVSRQGHG�WR�WKH�FDXVH�ZLWK�VRPH�KLVWRULF�
SKRWRV�RI�KLV�RZQ��-DFN�DQG�KLV�VRQ��7RP��ERWK�ÀHZ�$��V��-DFN�
H[SHULHQFHG�RQH�RI�WKH�¿UVW�LQFLGHQWV�DERDUG�WKH�866�Forrestal��
ZKHQ�WKH�FDWDSXOW�EULGOH�VWUXFN�KLV�)��)��&RXJDU�LQ�������0DQ\�
\HDUV�ODWHU��7RP�ZDV�NLOOHG�LQ�DQ�DFFLGHQW�ZKLOH�À\LQJ�IURP�Forrestal 
DV�QRWHG�LQ�WKH�VKLS¶V�ORJ�EHORZ��(Thanks to Ken Killmeyer, Forrestal 
Association Historian.)�%HORZ��LV�D�SKRWR�RI�7RP�SUHÀLJKWLQJ�D�
VSHFLDOO\�SDLQWHG�97����7$���IRU�D�WULS�WR�($$¶V�$LU�9HQWXUH�DW�
2VKNRVK��:,��7KDQN�\RX��-DFN�IRU�VKDULQJ�WKLV�WRXFKLQJ�VWRU\�

 ��	���	���	�  continued...

/HW¶V�FRQWLQXH�WR�GLJ�RXW�WKRVH�
KLVWRULF�$���PRYLHV��DQG�SKRWRV��
DQG�ZKHQ�\RX�GR��GURS�PH�D�QRWH�DW�
GDYHGROODUKLGH#PVQ�FRP��

866�Forrestal 6KLS¶V�/RJ������$SULO�����
&UDVK�'HDWK�

$�7���%XFNH\H�MHW�WUDLQHU�DLUFUDIW�IURP�
97����FUDVKHG�LPPHGLDWHO\�DIWHU�ODXQFK�IURP�
FDWDSXOW�RQH���7KH�WZR�PDQ�FUHZ�HMHFWLRQ�ZDV�
LQLWLDWHG�DQG�WKH�IURQW�VHDW�SLORW�ZDV�UHVFXHG���
7KH�UHDU�VHDW�SLORW�/LHXWHQDQW�7KRPDV�'��
:DWHUEXU\�ZDV�QRW�ORFDWHG�DIWHU�DQ�H[WHQVLYH�
VHDUFK���+LV�UHPDLQV�ZHUH�ODWHU�UHFRYHUHG�VWLOO�
LQ�KLV�HMHFWLRQ�VHDW�

TA-4 painted for Oshkosh - 
Tom Waterbury preflighting.

������ Skyhawk Association
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Send your letters to  
sa-journal-editor@a4skyhawk.org 

Please note email address!

sa-journal-editor@a4skyhawk.org

���	������
���	��
��/HWWHUV�WR�WKH�(GLWRU��

�7R�WKH�(GLWRU�
7KH�,OOLQRLV�$YLDWLRQ�0XVHXP��,$0��KDV�MRLQHG�WKH�$��6N\KDZN�

$VVRFLDWLRQ�DQG��,�WKLQN�RXU�QXPEHU�LV������ZLWK�$U]LQLD��=RRN��:LO-
OLDPV��,$0�7UHDVXUHU��DV�WKH�FRQWDFW�SHUVRQ��

:RXOG�LW�EH�SRVVLEOH�WR�SODFH�DQ�DG�OLVWLQJ�WKH�SDUWV�ZH�QHHG�WR�FRP-
SOHWH�RXU�GLVSOD\"�,I�VR�ZKDW�LV�WKH�FRVW"�3OHDVH�DGYLVH�

/HW�PH�LQWURGXFH�P\VHOI��0\�QDPH�LV��%LOO��:LOOLDP�5��$Q-
GHUVRQ��,�DP�WKH�6HFUHWDU\�RI�WKH�,OOLQRLV�$YLDWLRQ�0XVHXP��
ZZZ�LOOLQRLVDYLDWLRQPXVHXP�RUJ�LQ�%ROLQJEURRN��,OOLQRLV

,�VHUYHG�LQ�WKH�8�6��1DY\�IRU�VL[�\HDUV�IURP�0D\������WR�-XQH�
������LQFOXGLQJ�WZR��\HDUV�RQ�866�Enterprise ¶���WR�¶���

7KH�,OOLQRLV�$YLDWLRQ�0XVHXP�LV�LQ�WKH�SURFHVV�RI�UHVWRULQJ��IRU�
VWDWLF�GLVSOD\��DQ�$��&�6N\KDZN�%X��1R����������7KLV�DLUFUDIW�ZDV�GH-
OLYHUHG�WR�WKH�1DY\�RQ����$SULO������DQG�UHWLUHG�RQ����-XO\�������'XU-
LQJ�WKDW�WLPH��VKH�ZDV�DVVLJQHG�WR�9$�����ZKLFK�ZDV�7$'�WR�WKH�866�
Enterprise�LQ��������,�ZDV�SDUW�RI�WKH�VKLS¶V�FRPSDQ\�DW�WKDW�VDPH�WLPH�
LQ�6��6XSSO\�'LYLVLRQ���:H�DUH�UHVWRULQJ�WKH�SODQH�LQ�9$����FRORUV�WR�
KRQRU�WKH�SLORWV�WKDW�ÀHZ�WKH�$���LQ�FRPEDW�GXULQJ�RXU�HQJDJHPHQW�LQ�
9LHWQDP��,Q�WKLV�UHJDUG��ZH�QHHG�\RXU�KHOS�

:H�DUH�KDYLQJ�D�YHU\�KDUG�WLPH�REWDLQLQJ�VHYHUDO�SDUWV�WR�GLVSOD\�
WKH�SODQH�SURSHUO\��,�KDYH�OLVWHG�WKH�SDUWV�WKDW�ZH�QHHG�EHORZ�

7KH�PRVW�LPSRUWDQW�SDUWV�ZH�DUH�PLVVLQJ�DUH�WKH�OHDGLQJ�HGJH�6/$7�
IRU�WKH�OHIW�ZLQJ�DQG�WKH�FDQRS\�VHDO�WR�NHHS�ZDWHU�DQG�GLUW�RXW�RI�WKH�
FRFNSLW��

:H�KDYH�UHSDLQWHG�WKH�IXVHODJH��FOHDQHG�DQG�SXW�WKH�FRFNSLW�EDFN�
WRJHWKHU��&XUUHQWO\�ZH�DUH�ZRUNLQJ�RQ�FOHDQLQJ�DQG�UHSDLQWLQJ�WKH�
ZLQJ��:H�KRSH�WR�KDYH�WKH�SODQH�UHDG\�WR�EH�SUHVHQWHG�WR�WKH�SXEOLF�LQ�
$SULO�RU�0D\�RI�������

,�KDYH�DWWDFKHG�VHYHUDO�SKRWRJUDSKV�RI�WKH�$����,I�\RX�FRXOG�SURYLGH�
DQ\�DVVLVWDQFH�LQ�REWDLQLQJ�WKHVH�SDUWV��LW�ZRXOG�EH�JUHDWO\�DSSUHFLDWHG�
:LOOLDP��%LOO��5��$QGHUVRQ�
,OOLQRLV�$YLDWLRQ�0XVHXP
6HFUHWDU\�	�)DFLOLW\�'LUHFWRU
����&ORZ�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�3NZ\��+DQJDU�1U���
%ROLQJEURRN��,/������
2I¿FH��������������
&HOO��������������
2I¿FH�H�PDLO��WRXUV#LOOLQRLVDYLDWLRQPXVHXP�RUJ
+RPH�H�PDLO��À\LQJ�JHH]HU#VEFJOREDO�QHW�

ATTENTION ALL!
,OOLQRLV�$YLDWLRQ�0XVHXP�KDV�MRLQHG�)DFHERRN����
ZZZ�IDFHERRN�FRP����LOOLQRLVDYLDWLRQPXVHXP

/,.(�WKHLU�)DFHERRN�SDJH�DQG�IROORZ��
WKH�UHVWRUDWLRQ�RI�%X1R��������WKDW��

XVHG�WR�EH�DVVLJQHG�WR�9$���

Qty. Part Part number 
1 Left slat (full) 5442517-129 or 137 (unsure which is full slat)
1 Canopy gasket 3446622 or D2-4012-2
2 Drop Tank w/mounting 3662950
1 Tail Hook
3 Hard Point mounting racks
3 Bomb racks (6 place)
1 Red Navigation light lens
1 Red Beacon assembly for top of fuselage
1 Antenna that is just behind cockpit

������ Skyhawk Association



��7R�WKH�(GLWRU�
1DY\�0DULQH�3LORW�/LQJR��IXQ�

ZHEVLWH�±�JRRG�IRU�&56�LVVXHV���
�0D\EH�ZH�DOUHDG\�KDYH�D�OLQN�WR�
WKLV�VLWH�IURP�WKH�6$�SDJH"""�

ZZZ�EOXHULGJHMRXUQDO�FRP�QDY\�OLQJR�KWP�$LUFUDIW 

%LOO�³-LJJHU´�(JHQ
>]HURFHS#HF�UU�FRP@

�7R�WKH�(GLWRU�
6XEMHFW��6SULQJ������1HZVOHWWHU

,�UHDOO\�HQMR\HG�UHDGLQJ�WKLV�LVVXH��HVSHFLDOO\�<RXWKO\�3XUH-
VRPH¶V�DGYHQWXUHV��+RZHYHU��WKH�LVVXH�LV�PDUUHG�E\�VRPH�JUDP-
PDWLFDO�JDIIHV�

(At this point Mr. Caruso listed instances of the misuse of “A4” 
versus “A-4” and “ordinance” versus “ordnance” and sundry oth-
ers for which we promise to be more vigilant. He went on to say:)

,�UHDOL]H�WKHVH�DUH�WHFKQLFDO�QLWV��EXW�WKH\�UHDOO\�DUH�DQQR\LQJ��
DW�OHDVW�IRU�PH�

,¶OO�WU\�WR�VHQG�VRPH�$���LPDJHV�VRRQ�RQFH�,�VFDQ�P\�VOLGHV�
+DQN�&DUXVR
[KFDUXVR#PG�PHWURFDVW�QHW@
Hank Caruso has been designated by the U.S. Navy as 
Honorary Naval Aviator #27. Check out Hank’s new artwork 
@ http://www.aerocatures.com

�7R�WKH�(GLWRU�
+L�*X\V��

7KHVH�GD\V�ZH�DUH�PDUNLQJ�����\HDUV�DIWHU�WKH�
<RP�.LSSXU�:DU�>�����:DU@�

$WWDFKHG�SOHDVH�¿QG�D�SLFWXUH�RI�$PHULFDQ�
SLORWV��ZLWK�RXU�VTXDGURQ�JLUOV��ZKR�EURXJKW�1DY\�
6N\KDZNV�WR�,VUDHO�LQ�2FWREHU������

&DQ�\RX�VSUHDG�LW�DPRQJ�\RXU�FROOHDJXHV�WR�VHH�
LI�DQ\RQH�UHFRJQL]HV�KLPVHOI"

,�FF�WKLV�PDLO�WR�6KPXOLN�%HQ�5RP��RXU�VTXDG-
URQ�FRPPDQGHU�WKHQ�
%HVW�5HJDUGV��
5DPL�/RWKDQ
>UDPL#ORWDUF�FRP@

continued...
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��7R�WKH�(GLWRU�
*UHHWLQJV�IHOORZ�6FRRWHU�GULYHUV��+HUH�DUH�VRPH�SLFV�

RI�D�GLIIHUHQW�VRUW�RI�FRQWURO�VWLFN�WKDQ�PRVW�DUH�XVHG�WR��
$Q\RQH�NQRZ�ZKDW�PRGHO�WKLV�LV�LQVWDOOHG�RQ"

,�FRXQW�P\VHOI�OXFN\�WR�EH�VWLOO�À\LQJ�WKH�$���DIWHU�
WZR�UHWLUHPHQWV��860&�	�)('(;���7KH�FRFNSLW�KDV�
VKUXQN�D�OLWWOH�DIWHU�DOO�RI�WKH�\HDUV��EXW�LV�VWLOO�VPHOOV�DQG�
IHHOV�WKH�VDPH�

$WWDFKHG�DUH�VRPH�UHFHQW�SKRWRV��DQG�QR��WKDW�%XWW�LV�
QRW�PLQH��,¶P�LQ�WKH�IURQW��7KH�RWKHU�JODPRU�VKRW�KDV�PH�
FRQWHPSODWLQJ�DQ�XS�DQG�FRPLQJ�30&)��post mainte-
QDQFH�FKHFN�ÀLJKW���,¶P�WU\LQJ�WR�UHPHPEHU�DOO�RI�WKH�
VFDU\�VWXII�WKDW�KDV�WR�EH�GRQH�WKDW�ZDV�QR�ELJ�GHDO�ZKHQ�
,�ZDV�����$�ELW�GLIIHUHQW�DW����
Semper Fi!
&KULV�³6WLWFK´�(UGRV��$76,

�	��	��
&RQWLQXHG���

������ Skyhawk Association



Trivia Anyone?
7KLV�LV�D�SLFWXUH�RI�'DQ�&DUU¶V�¿QJHU�

VWLFNLQJ�WKURXJK�D�KROH�LQ�WKH�QRVH�JHDU�GRRU�
RI�6N\KDZN�9HQWXUHV¶�$��&��:KDW�LV�WKH�
SXUSRVH�RI�WKH�VPDOO��URXQG��VSULQJ�ORDGHG�
RSHQLQJ�LQ�WKH�GRRU"

Question and photo via Dave Dollarhide.

6HQG�\RXU�DQVZHUV�WR��
sD�MRXUQDO�HGLWRU#D�VN\KDZN�RUJ

Did we stump you?
:H�KDYH�QRW�UHFHLYHG�DQ\�UHVSRQVHV�IURP�

RXU�ODVW�7ULYLD�$Q\RQH�FKDOOHQJH�
:KDW�LV�WKH�SXUSRVH�RI�WKH�REORQJ�KROH�LQ�

WKH�IDLULQJ�MXVW�DIW�RI�WKH�SRUW�JXQ"�:DV�LW�SUHV-
HQW�RQ�DOO�PRGHOV�RI�WKH�$��"�1RWH�SLORW�/DUU\�
(OPRUH�SUHÀLJKWLQJ�RQ�WKH�OHIW�KDQG�VLGH�RI�
6N\KDZN�9HQWXUHV�$��&��

Question and photo via Dave Davenport.

The Aviation Adventure
Past, Present, and Future

Flight Journal is like no other aviation magazine in the world. 
Gripping accounts of fl ights and combat missions put the reader 
in the cockpit with pilots, engineers, gunners and eyewitnesses. 

! e leader in the fi eld of 
aviation photojournalism, 
Flight Journal captures 
what it’s like to pilot 
aircrafts that inspire fear 
and awe, from the his-
toric B-17 Flying Fortress 
to today’s F-16 fi ghters.
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Before They Were the Black Sheep:  
Marine Fighting Squadron VMF-214 and the Battle for the Solomon Islands 

&DUO�2��'XQEDU��HGLWHG�E\�3HWHU�0��'XQEDU��
*DLQHVYLOOH��)O��8QLYHUVLW\�3UHVV�RI�)ORULGD������������SS��,OO������

5HYLHZHG�E\�&'5�3HWHU�%��0HUVN\��8615��UHW��

0RVW�HYHU\RQH�KDV�KHDUG�RI�90)�
����DQG�LWV�ZDUWLPH�VREULTXHW�³WKH�
%ODFN�6KHHS�´�)RU�D�EULHI�SHULRG�LQ�ODWH�
�����DQG�HDUO\�������WKLV�0DULQH�¿JKWHU�
VTXDGURQ�EHFDPH�D�OHJHQGDU\�EDQG�
RI�DJJUHVVLYH�DQG�VXFFHVVIXO�DYLDWRUV�
À\LQJ�WKH�0DULQH�&RUSV¶�SRZHUIXO�QHZ�
¿JKWHU��WKH�)�8�&RUVDLU��)RU�RQFH��WKH�
0DULQHV�JRW�D�WRS�RI�WKH�OLQH��IUHVK�
IURP�SURGXFWLRQ�ZRUOG�EHDWHU��QRW�VRPH�
FDVWRII�WKDW�WKH�1DY\�ZDV�GRQH�ZLWK��,Q�
IDFW��RI�FRXUVH��DV�PRVW�KLVWRULDQV�NQRZ��
WKH�&RUVDLU�KDG�WURXEOH�EHLQJ�DFFHSWHG�
E\�WKH�1DY\�DV�WKH�QH[W�FDUULHU�¿JKWHU�
DQG�ZDV�DVVLJQHG�WR�VKRUH�EDVHG�0DULQH�
VTXDGURQV�LQ�WKH�6RXWK�3DFL¿F�

$QG��RI�FRXUVH��WKH�OHDGHU�RI�90)�
����DW�WKDW�WLPH�ZDV�RQH�RI�WKH�PRVW�
ÀDPER\DQW�SHUVRQDOLWLHV�RI�WKH�ZDU��
0DM��*UHJRU\�³3DSS\´�%R\LQJWRQ��ZKR�
WRGD\�LV�OLVWHG�DV�WKH�WRS�0DULQH�DFH��
HYHQ�WKRXJK�WKH�³UHDO´�QXPEHUV�SODFH�
KLP�VTXDUHO\�EHKLQG�%*HQ�-RH�)RVV��
�7KH�GLIIHUHQFH�RFFXUV�EHFDXVH�RI�%R\-
LQJWRQ¶V�UHFRUG�ZLWK�WKH�)O\LQJ�7LJHUV�LQ�
������EHIRUH�KH�UHWXUQHG�WR�WKH�8�6��DQG�
WKH�0DULQH�&RUSV��+LV�FODLPV�LQ�&KLQD�
FDQQRW�EH�YHUL¿HG��EXW�GXULQJ�::,,��
KLV�FODLPV�ZHUH�WDNHQ�DW�IDFH�YDOXH�DQG�
WKH�RI¿FLDO�OLVW�RI�&RUSV�DFHV�UHPDLQV�
XQFKDQJHG�WR�WKLV�GD\��

0DQ\�ERRNV��DUWLFOHV�DQG�HYHQ�DQ�
LQFUHGLEO\�IDQFLIXO�WHOHYLVLRQ�VHULHV�
KDYH�DSSHDUHG�RYHU�WKH�ODVW����\HDUV��
%R\LQJWRQ¶V������DXWRELRJUDSK\�Baa 
Baa Black Sheep��UHPDLQV�RQH�RI�WKH�
PRVW�SRSXODU�ERRNV�RQ�WKH�VXEMHFW�DQG�
KDV�VHHQ�VHYHUDO�UHSULQWLQJV��6TXDGURQ�
ELRJUDSKLHV�E\�DYLDWLRQ�KLVWRULDQV��HYHQ�
RQH�IURP�WKH�VTXDGURQ¶V�LQWHOOLJHQFH�
RI¿FHU��KDYH�DGGHG�WR�WKH�OHJHQG�RYHU�
WKH�\HDUV�

:LWK�DOO�WKDW�SDSHU��KRZHYHU��WKH�
VWRU\�KDV�EHHQ�ODUJHO\�RQO\�KDOI�WROG��

PRQWKV�ODWHU��%XW�WKDW¶V�2.��)HZ�SLORWV�
VDZ�HQHP\�DLUFUDIW�RU�HQJDJHG�WKHP�
LQ�VXFK�ODUJH�QXPEHUV�WR�EXLOG�XS�WKH�
VFRUHV�WKDW�FKDUDFWHUL]HG�%R\LQJWRQ¶V�
JURXS�

7KHUH�DUH�WKH�SHULRGV�RI�UHVW�DQG�
UHFUHDWLRQ�LQ�$XVWUDOLD��GHOLJKWIXOO\�
GHVFULEHG�DQG�DSSUHFLDWHG�E\�WKH�WLUHG�
\RXQJ�DYLDWRUV��ZKR�GH¿QLWHO\�QHHGHG�
D�UHVSLWH�IURP�WKH�GDLO\�JULQG�RI�À\LQJ�
IURP�D�GXVW\��LOO�HTXLSSHG�LVODQG�EDVH�
IRU�ZHHNV�RQ�HQG�

7KH�RQO\�SUREOHPV�,�KDYH�ZLWK�WKLV�
ERRN�DUH�WKH�UDWKHU�GLVPDO�VHOHFWLRQ�
RI�SKRWRV��DQG�WKH�DXWKRU¶V�RFFDVLRQDO�
FKRLFH�RI�ZRUGV��VXFK�DV�FRQVWDQW�UHIHU-
UDO�WR�³PLOLWDU\�'&��V�´�,W�VKRXOG�EH�DW�
OHDVW�&�����RU�LQ�1DY\�RU�0DULQH�&RUSV�
SDUODQFH��5�'��$VLGH�IURP�DQ�RFFD-
VLRQDO�SKRWR�RI�&DUO�LQ�RU�E\�KLV�¿JKWHU��
WKH�SLFWXUHV�DUH�UDWKHU�JUD\�DQG�QRW�YHU\�
ZHOO�VKRZQ��7KHUH�FHUWDLQO\�DUH�HQRXJK�
SKRWRV�RI�WKLV�SHULRG�WR�DGHTXDWHO\�DF-
FRPSDQ\�VXFK�D�ERRN�

2WKHU�WKDQ�WKDW��Before They Were 
the Black Sheep�LV�DQ�LQWHUHVWLQJ�ERRN�
WKDW�FHUWDLQO\�¿OOV�LQ�D�KHUHWRIRUH�HPSW\�
VSRW�LQ�WKH�KLVWRU\�RI�0DULQH�&RUSV�
::,,�DYLDWLRQ�

7KHUH�ZDV�PXFK�PRUH�WR�WKH�90)�����
KLVWRU\�WKDQ�WKH�PRVW�FRORUIXO�SKDVH��
V\PEROL]HG�E\�3DSS\�%R\LQJWRQ�DQG�his�
VTXDGURQ��2QO\�QRZ�KDV�WKLV�JDS�EHHQ�
¿OOHG�WR�D�ODUJH�H[WHQW��%HIRUH�WKH�%ODFN�
6KHHS�FDPH�WKH�³6ZDVKEXFNOHUV�´�7KH\�
ÀHZ�VHYHUDO�WRXUV�LQ�WKH�6RORPRQV�LQ�
*UXPPDQ�:LOGFDWV�DQG�WKHQ�9RXJKW�
&RUVDLUV��7KRXJK�QRW�DV�FRORUIXO�D�
JURXS��WKHLU�WLPH�ZDV�WKDW�RI�D�W\SLFDO�
IURQWOLQH�VTXDGURQ�LQ�WKH�3DFL¿F��DQG�LW�
LV�WKLV�VWRU\�WKDW�WKLV�QHZ�ERRN�WHOOV��

$W�WKH�KHDUW�RI�WKH�WH[W�DUH�WKH�OHWWHUV�
KRPH�E\��VW�/W�&DUO�'XQEDU��,W�ZDV�RQO\�
DIWHU�KLV�GHDWK�LQ������WKDW�WKH�OHWWHUV�
ZHUH�IRXQG�DPRQJ�KLV�HIIHFWV�
DQG�UHDG�E\�KLV�VRQ�3HWHU��
OLNH�KLV�IDWKHU��D�ODZ\HU�LQ�
)ORULGD��$FFRPSDQLHG�E\�
KLVWRULFDO�QDUUDWLYH�E\�3HWHU�
'XQEDU��WKH�OHWWHUV�GHWDLO�
&DUO¶V�ÀLJKW�WUDLQLQJ�DQG�
WKHQ�KLV�GHSOR\PHQW�WR�WKH�
3DFL¿F��)O\LQJ�*UXPPDQ¶V�
OLWWOH�)�)��KH�VDZ�KLV�¿UVW�
DFWLRQ�DQG�VRRQ�EHJDQ�WKH�
GDLO\�URXWLQH�RI�VFRXWLQJ�DQG�
HVFRUWLQJ�RWKHU�DLUFUDIW�RYHU�
WKH�ZLGH�H[SDQVHV�RI�ZDWHU��
+LV�PHVVDJHV�WR�KLV�IDPLO\�
DUH�IXOO�RI�D�\RXQJ�PDQ¶V�
KRSH�DQG�KXPRU��DV�ZHOO�DV�
D�JURZLQJ�VHQVH�RI�ZKDW�KH�
ZDV�GRLQJ��KRZ�GDQJHURXV�LW�
ZDV�\HW�KRZ�QHFHVVDU\�

7KHUH¶V�YHU\�OLWWOH�DLU�WR�
DLU�DFWLRQ��,Q�IDFW��,�FDQ�RQO\�
¿QG�RQH�VSHFL¿F�LQVWDQFH�RI�
KLV�HQFRXQWHULQJ�D�-DSDQHVH�
DLUFUDIW��D�=HUR��DQG�QRWKLQJ�
HOVH�DERXW�KLV�JDLQLQJ�DQ\�
DHULDO�NLOOV��FHUWDLQO\�PXFK�
GLIIHUHQW�IURP�DQ\�DFFRXQW�
FRQFHUQLQJ�WKH�%ODFN�6KHHS�

������� Skyhawk Association



�2�2’�����
��$���6SRWWLQJ�RQ�WKH�ZDLVW�FDW��

R. G. Smith,  
(1914-2001)  

Named  
Honorary Naval Aviator 

Number 11.
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��5HXQLRQV�	�5HTXHVWV��

Skyhawk Association Mid-Year Board Meeting��$SULO��������������9LUJLQLD�%HDFK��KRWHO�7%$�
Skyhawk Association 2014 Annual Meeting and Luncheon at Tailhook��������QRRQ��6HSWHPEHU����

������1XJJHW�+RWHO��
Tailhook Association Reunion & Symposium�������1XJJHW�+RWHO��6SDUNV��19��

6HSWHPEHU������������
VA-55 Cruise Reunion:�,QLWLDO�SODQQLQJ�IRU�D���GD\�FUXLVH�WR�0H[LFR�LQ�VSULQJ��������

)RU�LQIRUPDWLRQ��FRQWDFW�&XUW�/HZLQ��D���GUYU#FRPFDVW�QHW��

List your reunion or event with Skyhawk Association, both print journal 
and website. Contact the editor at sa-journal-editor@a4skyhawk.org.

One of the most popular of R.G. Smith’s paintings. Image courtesy of Sharlyn Marsh [www.rgsmithart.com]
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$�ORQJ�WLPH�DJR��,�VDZ�WKH�::,,�
PRYLH�12 O’clock High��,W�EHJLQV�ZLWK�
WKH�DFWRU�'HDQ�-DJJHU�ZDONLQJ�GRZQ�WKH�
FHQWHUOLQH�RI�DQ�ROG�DEDQGRQHG�UXQZD\�
LQ�WKH�(QJOLVK�FRXQWU\VLGH��:HHGV�ZHUH�
JURZLQJ�WKURXJK�WKH�DVSKDOW��,W�FRXOG�
KDYH�EHHQ�DQ\�QXPEHU�RI�::,,�PLOL-
WDU\�DLU¿HOGV�EHIRUH�WKH�FROG�ZDU�WRRN�
LWV�WLJKW�JULS�RI�WKH�ZHVWHUQ�ZRUOG��)RU�
VRPH�WLPH�QRZ��,�KDYH�ZDQWHG�WR�ZDON�
WKH�JURXQG�DW�&KX�/DL�OLNH�-DJJHU�GLG�LQ�
WKDW�PRYLH�

7RGD\��LW�LV�������3'7��$SULO�����
������LQ�/RV�$QJHOHV��$�.RUHDQ�$LU-
OLQH¶V�$����KDV�MXVW�VWDUWHG�LWV�WDNHRII�
UROO��DQG�VRRQ�P\�ZLIH�DQG�,�ZLOO�EH�
DLUERUQH�RQ�RXU�ZD\�WR�6HRXO��.RUHD��
DQG�D���KRXU�VWRSRYHU�DQG�FRQQHFWLRQ�WR�
D�.RUHDQ�$LUOLQHV�%�����ÀLJKW��QRQ�VWRS�
WR�'D�1DQJ��9LHWQDP��7RWDO�WLPH�IURP�
/$;�WR�'$'����KRXUV�DQG�FKDQJH��

0\�¿UVW�DUULYDO�LQ�9LHWQDP�ZDV�E\�
$���6N\KDZN�IURP�&XEL�3RLQW�RQ�-XQH�
����������ZLWK�DQ�DUUHVWHG�ODQGLQJ�DW�
&KX�/DL�RQ�������IW��RI�0���DOXPLQXP�
PDWWLQJ�UXQZD\��7KH�WHPSHUDWXUH�ZDV�
���GHJUHHV��7KLV�WLPH�P\�DUULYDO�ZDV�
LQ�'D�1DQJ�DW������ORFDO�WLPH��DW�D�
UDWKHU�PRGHUQ�'D�1DQJ�DLUSRUW��*HWWLQJ�
RII�WKH�DLUSODQH�,�ZDV�KLW�E\�D�EODVW�RI�
KRW��KXPLG�DLU��QRW�XQOLNH�LQ�������7KH�
LPPHGLDWH�REVHUYDEOH�FKDQJH�ZDV�WKH�
XQLIRUPHG�SHUVRQQHO�FUXLVLQJ�WKURXJK-
RXW�WKH�WHUPLQDO�ZLWK�WKDW�\HOORZ�VWDU�RQ�
WKHLU�FDSV��)ROORZLQJ�OXJJDJH�UHWULHYDO��
ZH�PHW�RXU�JXLGHV�MXVW�RXWVLGH�WKH�EDJ-
JDJH�FODLP�DUHD��2Q�WKH�ULGH�IURP�WKH�
DLUSRUW�WR�RXU�KRWHO��HYHQ�DW�QLJKW��ZH�
FRXOG�WHOO�WKDW�WKHUH�KDV�EHHQ�VLJQL¿FDQW�
PRGHUQL]LQJ�RI�WKH�ODQGVFDSH�DQG�VN\-
OLQH�RI�'D�1DQJ��1HZ�EXLOGLQJV��VRPH�
PDQ\�VWRULHV�WDOO��QHRQ�OLJKWV�DQG�ZHOO�
OLJKWHG�VWUHHWV�DQG�WUDI¿F�ZHUH�HYLGHQW�
HYHU\ZKHUH�

'XULQJ�WKH�GD\��WKH�PRGHUQL]DWLRQ�
RI�'D�1DQJ�LV�HYHQ�PRUH�HYLGHQW��,Q�
�����WKH�WDOOHVW�EXLOGLQJ�ZDV�SUREDEO\�
����VWRULHV�WDOO��7RGD\�WKHUH�DUH�������
KLJK�ULVH��������VWRULHV��EXLOGLQJV��ZLWK�
PRUH�EHLQJ�FRQVWUXFWHG��,Q�WKH�PLGGOH�
RI�GRZQWRZQ��WKHUH�LV�D�SDUN�ZKLFK�
GLVSOD\V�D�KDOI�GR]HQ�RU�PRUH�DLUSODQHV�
WKDW�ZHUH�ÀRZQ�E\�ERWK�6RXWK�DQG�
1RUWK�9LHWQDPHVH�$LU�)RUFHV��$FFRUG-
LQJ�WR�RXU�JXLGHV��PRGHUQ�LQGLYLGXDO�
IDPLO\�KRPHV�DQG�DSDUWPHQW�FRPSOH[HV�
DUH�EHFRPLQJ�PRUH�DYDLODEOH�WR�WKH�
DYHUDJH�SHUVRQ��DV�DUH�PRUH�KRXVHKROG�
FRQYHQLHQFHV��7KH�TXDOLW\�RI�IRRG�
DYDLODEOH�WR�WKH�PDVVHV�LV�EHWWHU�E\�D�
TXDQWXP�OHDS��'D�1DQJ�KDV�JURZQ�IURP�
DQ�HVWLPDWHG�����WR����WKRXVDQG�SHRSOH�
GXULQJ�WKH�ZDU�WR�����WKRXVDQG�WRGD\��
(YHU\RQH�KDV�D�FHOO�SKRQH��DQG�WKRVH�
RYHU����\HDUV�RI�DJH�KDYH�D�PRWRU�ELNH��
%LNH�ULGHUV�KDYH�PDVNV�FRYHULQJ�WKHLU�
IDFHV��SUREDEO\�WR�NHHS�EXJV�RII�WKHLU�
IDFHV��:H�KHDUG�WKDW�WRGD\¶V�9LHWQDP�

KDV�D�SRSXODWLRQ�RI����PLOOLRQ�SHRSOH��
WUDQVSRUWHG�E\����PLOOLRQ�PRWRU�ELNHV��
'D�1DQJ�LV�EXV\�DQG�RQ�WKH�PRYH�

1RUWK�RI�'D�1DQJ��WKH�URDG�RYHU�+L�
9DQ�SDVV�VWLOO�H[LVWV��EXW�PRVW�RI�WKH�
WUDI¿F�QRZ�JRHV�WKURXJK�D���PLOH�ORQJ�
WXQQHO��:KDW�XVHG�WR�EH�D�WZR�RU�PRUH�
KRXU�WULS�RYHU�WKH�SDVV�DQG�GRZQ�WKH�
RWKHU�VLGH�FDQ�QRZ�EH�DFFRPSOLVKHG�LQ�
���PLQXWHV�

7KHUH�DUH�¿YH�EULGJHV�OLQNLQJ�'D�
1DQJ�SURSHU�WR�WKH�&KLQD�%HDFK�DUHD��
RQH�D�VXVSHQVLRQ�EULGJH��DQG�WZR�PRUH�
DUH�EHLQJ�EXLOW��&KLQD�%HDFK�LV�EHFRP-

LQJ�D�WRXULVW�
GHVWLQDWLRQ�ZLWK�
PRGHUQ�KRWHOV�
DQG�JDPEOLQJ��
7KH�URDG�WKURXJK�
WKH�EHDFK�DUHD�LV�
��ODQHV�ZLGH�DQG�
LV�ORFDWHG�WZR�
RU�WKUHH�KXQGUHG�
\DUGV�IURP�WKH�
ZDWHU��7KHUH�LV�
VWLOO�D�FXULRXV�
PL[WXUH�RI�WKH�
ROG�DQG�WKH�QHZ�
ZLWK�WKRVH�W\SL-
FDO�¿VKLQJ�ERDWV�
SDUNHG�UDQGRPO\�
RQ�SDUWV�RI�WKH�
EHDFK��7KH�URDG�
WUDYHUVHV�WKURXJK�
VRPH�RI�WKH�UH-

PDLQV�RI�WKH�0DUEOH�0RXQWDLQ�KHOLFRS-
WHU�EDVH��2QH�FDQ�VWLOO�VHH�VRPH�RI�WKH�
FRQFUHWH�UHYHWPHQWV�WKDW�ZHUH�LQ�SODFH�
GXULQJ�WKH�ZDU��0\�JXHVV�LV�WKDW�&KLQD�
%HDFK�ZLOO�EHFRPH�WKH�0LDPL�%HDFK�RI�
WKH�UHJLRQ��

6RPH�ZHHNV�EHIRUH�ZH�DUULYHG��ZH�
ZHUH�WROG�WKDW�D�8�6��DLUFUDIW�FDUULHU�DQG�
DQ�/6'�ZHUH�LQ�'D�1DQJ¶V�SRUW�IRU���
GD\V�IRU�VRPH�NLQG�RI�MRLQW�H[HUFLVH��
7KH�WURRSV�ZHUH�ZDUPO\�ZHOFRPHG��

7KH���ODQH�URDG�WKDW�UXQV�DORQJ�
&KLQD�EHDFK�LV�QLFHO\�ODQGVFDSHG��$W�
WKH�QRUWKHUQ�HQG�RI�&KLQD�%HDFK��WKH�
IRXU�ODQH�URDG�WXUQV�LQWR�D�QHZ�WZR�ODQH�
URDG�WKDW�WUDYHUVHV�XS�WKH�VRXWKHDVWHUQ�
VLGH�RI�0RQNH\�0RXQWDLQ�DQG�FRQQHFWV�
WR�WKH�ROG�QRUWKHUQ�URDG�DW�WKH�WRS�RI�WKH�
PRXQWDLQ��$ERXW�KDOI�ZD\�XS�0RQNH\�
0RXQWDLQ�RQ�WKH�QHZHU�VRXWKHUQ�URDG��
WKHUH�LV�D�����IRRW�WDOO��EULJKW�ZKLWH�
PDUEOH�VWDWXH�RI�D�ODG\�%XGGKD�RQ�WKH�
JURXQGV�RI�DQ�H[WHQVLYH�3DJRGD��7KH�
ODG\�%XGGKD�UHPLQGV�RQH�RI�WKH�VWDWXH�

����
�������
���
�	
6WRU\�DQG�SKRWRV�E\�-��7��³%LUGLH´�%HUWUDQG��0HPEHU�RI�90$���������������

��7R�9LHWQDP��

(Ed. Note: The following are Col Bertrand’s impressions of a 6-day 
trip back to Vietnam in 2012. This writing only covers those localities and 
experiences that relate to Marines: Da Nang, Marble Mountain, Chu Lai, 
and Ky Ha. Home base for the trip was the Sandy Beach Hotel and Resort 
located on the southern -most part of China Beach in Da Nang, Vietnam.)

Evidence of modernization throughout Da Nang area.
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continued...

RI�&KULVW�RYHUORRNLQJ�WKH�FLW\�RI�5LR�
GH�-DQHLUR��7KH�VWDWXH�LV�VR�ODUJH�LW�FDQ�
EH�VHHQ�IURP�DERXW����PLOHV�DZD\��DQG�
LW�DWWUDFWV�ODUJH�QXPEHUV�RI�WRXULVWV��
$IWHU�YLVLWLQJ�WKH�SDJRGD��ZH�SODQQHG�
WR�FRQWLQXH�XS�WKH�URDG�WR�FRQQHFW�ZLWK�
WKH�QRUWKHUQ�URDG�DW�WKH�WRS�RI�0RQNH\�
0RXQWDLQ��6DGO\�ZH�ZHUH�XQDEOH�WR�
GR�WKDW�EHFDXVH�RI�D�PXG�VOLGH��&RQ-
VHTXHQWO\��ZH�KDG�WR�IRUJR�VHHLQJ�WKH�
H[WHQVLYH�WXQQHO�FRPSOH[HV�ZLWKLQ�
0RQNH\�0RXQWDLQ�WKDW�WKH�9&�RFFXSLHG�
GXULQJ�WKH�ZDU�

&RQWLQXLQJ�WR�WKH�VRXWK�RQ�WKH�IRXU�
ODQH��ODQGVFDSHG�URDG��SDVW�WKH�VLWH�RI�
WKH�0DUEOH�0RXQWDLQ�KHOLFRSWHU�EDVH�
DQG�FORVH�WR�ZKHUH�WKH�6DQG\�%HDFK�
+RWHO�LV�ORFDWHG�WRGD\��WKH�KLVWRULF�FLW\�
RI�+RL�$Q�LV�D�������PLOH�GULYH��+RL�
$Q�ZDV�QRW�GHVWUR\HG�GXULQJ�WKH�ZDU��
DQG�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�RXU�JXLGHV��D�WUHDW\�
ZDV�VLJQHG�E\�DOO�SDUWLHV�WR�NHHS�+RL�
$Q�IURP�EHLQJ�LQYROYHG�LQ�WKH�FRQÀLFW��
$OVR�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�RXU�JXLGHV��PRVW�
SHRSOH�EHOLHYH�LW�ZDV�DQ�LPSRUWDQW�9&�

DUPV�WUDI¿FNLQJ�DUHD��7KH�GLIIHUHQFHV�
EHWZHHQ�'D�1DQJ�DQG�+RL�$Q�DUH�
UHPDUNDEOH��:KHQ�\RX�HQWHU�WKH�ROG�FLW\�
RI�+RL�$Q��\RX�VHW�\RXU�ZDWFK�EDFN�����
\HDUV��

,Q�EHWZHHQ�'D�1DQJ�DQG�+RL�$Q�
WKHUH�DUH�WZR�*UHJ�1RUPDQ�VLJQDWXUH�
JROI�FRXUVHV�DQG�RQH�&ROLQ�0RQWJRP-
HU\�FRXUVH��$OO�WKUHH�DUH�ZRUOG�FODVV�
FRXUVHV��ORFDWHG�ZLWKLQ�D�TXDUWHU�PLOH�
RI�WKH�6RXWK�&KLQD�6HD��7ZR�RWKHU�JROI�
FRXUVHV�WKDW�DUH�ORFDWHG�FORVHU�WR�+RL�
$Q�DUH�DOVR�ZRUOG�FODVV�IDFLOLWLHV��*UHHQ�
IHHV��IURP�0RQGD\�WR�7KXUVGD\�DW�QRRQ�
LW�FRVWV�DERXW��������ZLWK�D�FDGG\�RU�D�
FDUW��%XW�RQ�7KXUVGD\�DIWHUQRRQ�WKURXJK�
WKH�ZHHNHQG��WKHUH�LV�DQ�LQYDVLRQ�RI�
-DSDQHVH�DQG�.RUHDQ�JROIHUV�DQG�WKH�
JUHHQ�IHHV�ULVH�WR���������<RX�FDQ�HYHQ�
UHQW�FOXEV�±�MXVW�QDPH�WKH�EUDQG��

:KLOH�DW�EUHDNIDVW�RQH�GD\��D�ÀLJKW�
RI���0L*����DLUFUDIW�ÀHZ�ULJKW�E\�WKH�
KRWHO��\HW�DQRWKHU�UHPLQGHU�RI�WKH�HQRU-
PRXV�FKDQJHV�VLQFH�,�ZDV�LQ�9LHWQDP�
VRPH����\HDUV�DJR�

Chu Lai – Ky Ha
7KH�VPDOO�WRZQ�RI�$Q�7DQ�LV����NP�

VRXWK�RI�'D�1DQJ�DQG�LV�DGMDFHQW�WR�
WKH�&KX�/DL�FRPSOH[��)URP�'D�1DQJ��
LW�WDNHV�DERXW�����KRXUV�WR�JHW�WKHUH�E\�
YDQ��WUDYHOLQJ�VRXWK�RQ�5RXWH����7KH�
URDG�ZDV�UHEXLOW�VRPH�\HDUV�DJR�E\�UDLV-
LQJ�WKH�URDGEHG������IHHW�LQ�VRPH�SODFHV�
LQ�RUGHU�WR�SUHFOXGH�ÀRRGLQJ�GXULQJ�WKH�
UDLQ\�VHDVRQ��1RQH�WKH�OHVV��LW�LV�VWLOO�
D�PRVWO\�QDUURZ��WZR�ODQH�URDG��7KH�
WUDI¿F�LV�LPSRVVLEOH��EXVHV��WUXFNV�DQG�
D�SOHWKRUD�RI�PRWRU�ELNHV�DOO�FRPSHW-
LQJ�IRU�WKH�QDUURZ�URDG��$OWKRXJK�WKH�
URDG�LV�VRPHWLPHV�PDUNHG�ZLWK�FHQWHU�
OLQHV��WKRVH�PDUNLQJV�PHDQ�QRWKLQJ�LQ�
WHUPV�RI�UXOHV�RI�WKH�URDG��7KH�PDUN-
LQJV�VHHP�WR�EH�³DGYLVRU\�RQO\�´�,W�ZDV�
JRRG�WR�KDYH�D�GULYHU�DQG�WUDYHO�JXLGH��
2XU�JXLGH��0LQK��DQG�RXU�GULYHU��9LQK��
ZHUH�MXVW�JUHDW�DV�ZH�JRW�WR�NQRZ�WKHP��
7KHUH�ZHUH�ULFH�¿HOGV�RQ�ERWK�VLGHV�
RI�WKH�URDG�DQG�SHRSOH�DW�ZRUN�LQ�WKH�
¿HOGV��

:H�UDUHO\�VDZ�DQ\�RI�WKH�ROG�³EODFN�
SDMDPDV�´�7RGD\�WKH�GUHVV�LV�PXOWL�FRO-
RUHG��EXW�WKH�KDWV�ZHUH�VWLOO�WKH�W\SLFDO�
VWUDZ��:H�WUDYHOHG�LQ�D�YDQ�DW�D�VSHHG�
RI�������NP�SHU�KRXU��DQG�,�FDOFXODWHG�
WKDW�LW�ZRXOG�WDNH�WHQ�GD\V�WR�PDNH�WKH�
WULS�WR�6DLJRQ��JLYHQ�WKH�WUDI¿F�ZH�ZHUH�
H[SHULHQFLQJ��7UDLQ�VHUYLFH�WR�6DLJRQ�
WDNHV�D�FRXSOH�RI�GD\V��:H�SDVVHG�WZR�
FKHFN�SRLQWV�DORQJ�WKH�ZD\�ZKHUH�ZH�
KDG�WR�SD\�D�IHH�WR�FRQWLQXH��,�ZRXOG�QRW�
DWWHPSW�WR�GULYH�RQ�P\�RZQ�LQ�9LHWQDP�
ZLWKRXW�D�FRFNWDLO�RU�WZR�WR�EROVWHU�P\�
FRXUDJH��DV�ZHOO�DV�D�WKLUG�WR�EOXU�P\�
YLVLRQ�VR�,�FRXOGQ¶W�VHH�ZKDW�ZDV�UHDOO\�
KDSSHQLQJ�DURXQG�PH�

$UULYLQJ�LQ�$Q�7DQ�,�ORRNHG�DW�P\�
ZDWFK�«�LW�VDLG������±�DQG�,�GRQ¶W�
PHDQ�WKH�WLPH��,�PHDQ�WKH�\HDU��,Q�������
ZKHQ�ZH�¿UVW�DUULYHG�DW�&KX�/DL��WKH�
0$*����&2��&RO��-RKQ�1REOH��IRXQG�
RXW�WKDW�VRPH�RI�KLV�0DULQHV�KDG�EHHQ�
LQ�$Q�7DQ��+H�LPPHGLDWHO\�UHVWULFWHG�
HYHU\RQH�IURP�JRLQJ�WKHUH��DQG�,�GRQ¶W�
NQRZ�RI�DQ\RQH�ZKR�HYHU�ZHQW�WKHUH�
DJDLQ��

:H�ZHUH�RQ�RXU�ZD\�WR�D�YHU\�ODUJH�
PRQXPHQW������IHHW�WDOO��ZKLFK�ZDV�
GHVFULEHG�DV�D�ZDU�PHPRULDO��,W�ZDV�VHW�
RQ�D�KLOO�D�ELW�QRUWKZHVW�RI�WKH�&KX�/DL�
FRPSOH[��:H�ZHUH�WROG�WKDW�FHUHPRQLHV�
DUH�RFFDVLRQDOO\�KHOG�WKHUH��$UULYLQJ�
DW�WKH�PRQXPHQW��ZH�KDG�WR�FOLPE�����
±�����VWHSV�WR�JHW�WR�WKH�

Lady Buddha near Monkey Mountain.
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EDVH�RI�WKH�PRQXPHQW��)URP�WKH�EDVH�
RI�WKH�PRQXPHQW��WKH�HQWLUH�&KX�/DL�
FRPSOH[�ZDV�YLVLEOH��,W�UHPLQGHG�PH�
RI�WKH�VHFXULW\�7$25��WDFWLFDO�DUHD�RI�
UHVSRQVLELOLW\��WKH�0DULQHV�FRQWUROOHG��
)URP�WKHUH��ZH�FRXOG�VHH�WKH�³QHZHU´�
&KX�/DL�UXQZD\�DQG�D�QHZ�DLUOLQH�
WHUPLQDO�EXLOGLQJ��$V�ZH�VWRRG�WKHUH��DQ�
$LU�9LHWQDP�DLUSODQH�ODQGHG��2XU�JXLGH�
WROG�XV�WKDW�WKHUH�LV�D�UXPRU�WKDW�VHYHUDO�
86�DLUOLQH�FRPSDQLHV�DUH�LQWHUHVWHG�LQ�
GHYHORSPHQW�RI�D�QHZ�DLUFUDIW�RYHUKDXO�
DQG�PDLQWHQDQFH�IDFLOLW\�DW�&KX�/DL��
+DYLQJ�VHHQ�D�IDLUO\�JRRG�SRUWLRQ�RI�WKH�
DUHD�DQG�SRSXODWLRQ�E\�WKHQ��,�ZRQ-
GHUHG�ZKHUH�WKH\�ZRXOG�JHW�ZRUNHUV�
TXDOL¿HG�WR�ZRUN�RQ�WUDQVSRUW�FDWHJRU\�
DLUSODQHV«��DQG�WKHQ�PRVW�LPSRUWDQW��
ZKHUH�ZRXOG�WKH\�¿QG�DGHTXDWH�KRXV-
LQJ�IRU�WKRVH�WHFKQLFLDQV�DQG�IDPLOLHV��
+RXVLQJ�ZRXOG�EH�D�ELJ�LVVXH��

&OLPELQJ�GRZQ�WKH�VWDLUV��ZH�ZHQW�
WR�YLVLW�WKH�QHZ�DLUOLQH�WHUPLQDO�EXLOG-
LQJ��7KH�DFFHVV�URDG�WR�WKH�WHUPLQDO�LV�
IRXU�ODQHV�ZLGH�ZLWK�D�FHQWHU�OLJKWHG�LV-
ODQG��7KH�QHZ�DLUOLQH�WHUPLQDO�EXLOGLQJ�
VLWV�RQ�WKH�HDVWHUQ�VLGH�RI�WKH�UXQZD\��
7KDW�UXQZD\��XVHG�E\�WKH�0DULQHV�DIWHU�
,�OHIW�9LHWQDP��ZDV�VWLOO�LQ�WKH�SODQQLQJ�
DQG�FOHDULQJ�VWDJHV�ZKLOH�,�ZDV�LQ�&KX�
/DL��7KH�WHUPLQDO�LV�D�PRGHUQ�EXLOGLQJ��
EXW�ZLWKRXW�MHW�ZD\V��6RPH�FRQFUHWH�
FRYHUHG�UHYHWPHQWV�DQG�EXQNHUV�VWLOO�H[-
LVW�DW�WKH�QRUWK�HQG�RI�WKH�DLUOLQH�WHUPL-
QDO�DQG�UDPS��

7UDYHOLQJ�EDFN�WR�WKH�SULPDU\�DF-
FHVV�URDG��ZH�WXUQHG�ULJKW�WRZDUG�WKH�
EHDFK�DQG�HQFRXQWHUHG�D�9LHWQDPHVH�

$UP\�FRPSRXQG�À\LQJ�WKH�IDPLOLDU�UHG�
ÀDJ�ZLWK�D�\HOORZ�VWDU��(YLGHQWO\��WKH�
DUP\�JXDUGV�WKH�ROG�&KX�/DL�FRP-
SOH[��DOWKRXJK�LW�LV�GLI¿FXOW�WR�¿JXUH�
RXW�MXVW�ZKDW�WKH�$UP\�LV�JXDUGLQJ��$�
����IRRW�KLJK�EULFN�DQG�URFN�ZDOO�ZLWK�
EURNHQ�JODVV�LPEHGGHG�RQ�WRS�LV�RQ�WKH�
ULJKW�DQG�H[WHQGV�D�FRXSOH�PLOHV�WR�WKH�
VRXWK��7KH�ZDOO�LV�REYLRXVO\�PHDQW�WR�
NHHS�SHRSOH�RXW��$V�,�UHPHPEHU�WKH�
WHUUDLQ��WKLV�URDG�SUREDEO\�UXQV�YHU\�
FORVH�WR�WKH�VDPH�ORFDWLRQ�ZKHUH�D�GLUW�
URDG�WUDYHUVHG�WKURXJK�WKH�VTXDGURQ�
OLYLQJ�DUHDV��:H�WUDYHOHG�VRXWK�DERXW�
����PLOHV�WR�ZKHUH�ZH�FRXOG�VHH�WR�WKH�
QRUWK�ZKHUH�WKH�ROG�6$76��0���PDW-
WLQJ��UXQZD\�ZDV�SUREDEO\�ORFDWHG��,�

WKRXJKW�WKDW�RXU�DFWXDO�SRVLWLRQ�RQ�WKH�
JURXQG�ZDV�UHDO�FORVH�WR�WKH�ROG�ERPE�
GXPS�DQG�IXHO�IDUP�DUHD��7KHUH�ZHUH�
VRPH�FRQFUHWH�UHYHWPHQWV�OLNH�WKRVH�E\�
WKH�QHZ�DLUSRUW�WHUPLQDO�EXLOGLQJ��EXW�
RWKHU�WKDQ�WKDW��WKHUH�ZDV�QRWKLQJ�WKHUH�
±�QRW�D�WUDFH�RI�WKH�ROG�EDVH��H[FHSW�IRU�
VRPH�VKDFNV�DQG�D�IHZ�ZRUNHUV�WKDW�
ZHUH�GRLQJ�³VRPHWKLQJ´�DQG�SDLG�XV�QR�
DWWHQWLRQ�

,�ZDVQ¶W�VDWLV¿HG�ZLWK�ZKDW�,�KDG�
VHHQ��VR�ZH�KHDGHG�EDFN�WR�WKH�QRUWK�
UHWUDFLQJ�ZKHUH�ZH�KDG�EHHQ��7KHUH�
ZHUH�VRPH�EUHDNV�LQ�WKH�SUHYLRXVO\�
GHVFULEHG�ZDOO��DQG�,�UHDOO\�ZDQWHG�WR�
VHH�ZKHUH�WKH�ROG�UXQZD\�ZDV�ORFDWHG��
,QVLGH�WKH�ZDOO�ZDV�D�ODUJH�VDQG�GXQH�

War memorial near Chu Lai complex.

Vietnamese Army compound.Chu Lai Airport.

�����
���
�	
&RQWLQXHG���

������� Skyhawk Association



WKDW�LQ�P\�WLPH�DW�&KX�/DL�VHSDUDWHG�WKH�
OLYLQJ�DUHDV�IURP�WKH�ZRUNLQJ�DUHDV�DQG�
RYHUORRNHG�WKH�ROG�&KX�/DL�UXQZD\�
ZRUNLQJ�DUHD�FRPSOH[��7KH�VDQG�GXQH�
ZDV�SUREDEO\�������IHHW�KLJKHU�WKDQ�WKH�
URDG�DQG�PXFK�OLNH�,�UHPHPEHUHG�LW��,�
WROG�WKH�JXLGH�DQG�GULYHU�WR�VWRS�DW�RQH�
RI�WKH�EUHDNV�LQ�WKH�ZDOO�DQG�WROG�WKHP�,�
ZDV�JRLQJ�WKURXJK�WR�WKH�WRS�RI�WKH�VDQG�
GXQH��:LWK�WKH�9LHWQDPHVH�$UP\�RXW-
SRVW�LQ�PLQG��9LQK�VDLG��³,�JRLQJ�ZLWK�
\RX�´�DQG�DGGHG��³,I�ZH�DUH�FDXJKW��ZH�
ZLOO�SUREDEO\�ERWK�HQG�XS�LQ�SULVRQ��RU�
,�ZLOO�EH�KHOG��DQG�\RX�ZLOO�EH�SXW�RQ�DQ�
DLUSODQH�LQ�'D�1DQJ�IRU�WKH�86$�´�

:LWK�WKDW�ZDUQLQJ�,�WROG�WKH�JXLGH��
³,�PD\�ORRN�ROG�EXW�,�FDQ�UXQ�IDVWHU�WKDQ�
\RX�WKLQN�´�:H�ERWK�ODXJKHG�D�ELW��WKHQ�
ZHQW�WKURXJK�WKH�RSHQLQJ��WKH�¿UVW�RI�
WKUHH�WLPHV�WKURXJK�WKUHH�GLIIHUHQW�KROHV�
LQ�WKH�ZDOO��,�VXVSHFW�WKDW�VRPH�RWK-
HUV�ZKR�FDPH�EHIRUH�XV�WRRN�D�VOHGJH�
KDPPHU�DQG�EHDW�KROHV�LQ�WKH�ZDOO��
2QFH�WKURXJK�WKH�ZDOO��,�FRXOG�PDNH�RXW�
ZKDW�,�EHOLHYHG�WR�EH�WKH�ORFDWLRQ�RI�WKH�
MXQLRU�RI¿FHU�OLYLQJ�DUHDV��%XW��DIWHU����
\HDUV�WKLQJV�KDG�FKDQJHG��7KH�9LHWQDP-
HVH�KDG�HYLGHQWO\�UHDUUDQJHG�VRPH�RI�
WKH�WHUUDLQ�DQG�SODQWHG�ORWV�RI�VFUXEE\�
WUHHV�DORQJ�WKH�EHDFK�DUHD��$FWXDOO\��,�
WKLQN�WKDW�WKH�9LHWQDPHVH�ZHUH�UHVWRULQJ�
WKH�DUHD�WR�D�PRUH�QDWXUDO�VWDWH�ZKLFK�
ZDV�ORVW�LQ������ZKHQ�WKH�6HD�%HHV�DQG�
0DULQHV�DUULYHG�DW�&KX�/DL�DQG�³JUDG-
HG´�WKH�ODQGVFDSH�WR�DFFRPPRGDWH�WHQW�
YLOODJHV�WR�KRXVH�WKH�WURRSV�

/RRNLQJ�ZHVW�IURP�WKH�WRS�RI�WKH�
GXQH��,�RQH�FRXOG�VHH�DSSUR[LPDWHO\�

ZKHUH�WKH�UXQZD\�ZDV�RQFH�ORFDWHG��EXW�
WKHUH�ZDV�UHDOO\�QRWKLQJ�WR�VHH�H[FHSW�
VDQG�DQG�YHJHWDWLRQ��7KH�ROG�GLUW�URDG�
WKDW�UDQ�WKH�OHQJWK�RI�WKH�UXQZD\�DQG�
SURYLGHG�DFFHVV�WR�WKH�ZRUNLQJ�DUHDV�
ZDV�VWLOO�VOLJKWO\�YLVLEOH��,W�ZDV�SDUWLDOO\�
SDYHG��DQG�EORZLQJ�VDQG�KDG�FRYHUHG�
XS�PXFK�RI�LW��+RZHYHU��WKURXJKRXW�WKH�
SURFHVV�RI�FOLPELQJ�WKURXJK�WKH�EUHDNV�
LQ�WKH�ZDOOV�DQG�WUHNNLQJ�WR�WKH�WRS�RI�
WKH�GXQH��,�QHYHU�VDZ�VROLG�HYLGHQFH�
WKDW�D�PDMRU�0DULQH�DLU�EDVH�KDG�RQFH�
EHHQ�WKHUH�

&KX�/DL�DV�,�NQHZ�LW��KDV�EHHQ�SK\VL-
FDOO\�UHPRYHG�IURP�WKH�ODQGVFDSH��2Q�
WKH�HDVWHUQ��&KLQD�6HD�VLGH�RI�WKH�GXQH�
DQG�URDG��WKH�EHDFK�LV�VWLOO�EHDXWLIXO�DQG�
LQYLWLQJ��7KHUH�DUH�WZR�PHGLXP�VL]HG�
UHVRUW�KRWHOV�DQG�D�PXVHXP�ULJKW�RQ�WKH�
EHDFK��,�KRSH�WKDW�VRPH�RI�ZKDW�RQFH�
ZDV�WKHUH�KDV�EHHQ�SUHVHUYHG�LQ�WKH�
PXVHXP��EXW�XQIRUWXQDWHO\��,�GLGQ¶W�JHW�
WR�VHH�LW�EHFDXVH�LW�ZDV�FORVHG��7KH�WZR�
UHVRUWV�ZHUH�DOVR�FORVHG�EHFDXVH��DF-
FRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�JXLGH��LW�ZDV�³JHWWLQJ�LQWR�
WKH�KRW�VHDVRQ�´�+HOO��P\�ERG\�WROG�PH�
WKDW�WKH�KRW�VHDVRQ�KDG�DOUHDG\�DUULYHG��
DOWKRXJK�WKH�VHD�EUHH]H�,�UHPHPEHUHG�
ZDV�VWLOO�VRIWO\�EORZLQJ��PDNLQJ�WKH�
WHPSHUDWXUH�PLOGHU�DQG�OHVV�KXPLG��

:H�GURYH�EDFN�WR�WKH�QRUWK�DQG�
VWRSSHG�VR�RXU�GULYHU�DQG�JXLGH�FRXOG�
KDYH�OXQFK��/RUHWWD�DQG�,�KDG�7LJHU�
EHHUV��/RUHWWD�KDG�KHU�¿UVW�H[SHULHQFH�
ZLWK�D�9LHWQDPHVH�UXUDO��QDWXUDO��EDWK-
URRP��,W�ZDV�MXVW�D�KROH�LQ�WKH�JURXQG��
DQG�WKH�ÀXVKLQJ�PHFKDQLVP�ZDV�D�VPDOO�
EXFNHW�WKDW�\RX�¿OOHG�ZLWK�ZDWHU�DQG�

WKUHZ�GRZQ�WKH�KROH��6KH�KDG�D�VKHHS-
LVK�JULQ�RQ�KHU�IDFH�ZKHQ�VKH�UHWXUQHG�
DQG�ZRQGHUHG�LI�VKH�GLG�LW�ULJKW��,�VDLG�
³,I�\RX�GLGQ¶W�JHW�DQ\�RQ�\RXUVHOI��\RX�
GLG�MXVW�¿QH�´�6KH�DOVR�VDLG��³,W�ZDV�UHDO�
GDUN�LQ�WKHUH��,�FRXOGQ¶W�VHH��DQG�,�ZDV�
DIUDLG�RI�IDOOLQJ�LQ�´�)DOOLQJ�LQ�ZRXOG�
QRW�EH�JRRG�

&RQWLQXLQJ�QRUWK�ZH�DUULYHG�LQ�WKH�
.\�+D�DUHD��)URP�WKH�FOLIIV�DW�.\�+D��
,�FRXOG�EDUHO\�VHH�WKH�LVODQG�RI�&X�/DR�
5H�TXLWH�D�GLVWDQFH�RII�VKRUH��DQG�ORRN-
LQJ�EDFN�WR�WKH�VRXWK�,�FRXOG�VHH�&KX�
/DL��,�UHPHPEHU�WKDW�GXULQJ�³2SHUDWLRQ�
6WDUOLWH´�RQH�RI�RXU�SUH�ÀLJKW�LQWHOOL-
JHQFH�EULHIHUV�VDLG�WKDW�WKH�LVODQG�ZDV�D�
VXVSHFWHG�9&�DUPV�WUDI¿FNLQJ�SRUW��2XU�
JXLGH�FRQ¿UPHG�WKDW�LQWHOOLJHQFH�EULHI-
LQJ��,�DOVR�UHPHPEHU�À\LQJ�YHU\��YHU\�
ORZ�RYHU�WKDW�LVODQG�DW�FORVH�WR�:DUS���
VSHHG��1RZ�WKDW�ZDV�IXQ�

.\�+D��ZKHUH�WKH�KHOLFRSWHUV�ZHUH�
EDVHG�LQ�������LV�QRZ�FRPSOHWHO\�RYHU�
JURZQ��DOWKRXJK�\RX�FDQ�WHOO�ZKHUH�WKH�
ODQG�ZDV�JUDGHG�DQG�WKH�KHOR�SDUNLQJ�
UDPS��SDGV�DQG�KRXVLQJ�DUHDV�ZHUH�
RQFH�ORFDWHG��7RGD\��DW�WKH�OLWWOH�YLO-
ODJH�RI�.\�+D�¿VKLQJ�ERDWV�RFFXS\�WKH�
VPDOO�GRFNV��ZKLFK�KDYH�VRPH�JRRG�
VL]HG�FUDQHV��7KH�JXLGH�VDLG�WKH�FUDQHV�
ZRUNHG�DQG�WKH�¿VKHUPDQ�VWLOO�SURYLGH�
¿VK�IRU�WKH�ORFDO�SRSXODWLRQ��

$IWHU�WRXULQJ�WKH�&KX�/DL�DUHD�IRU�
RYHU�IRXU�KRXUV��,�UHDOL]HG�WKDW�DIWHU�
���\HDUV��WKHUH�ZDV�OLWWOH�HYLGHQFH�WKDW�
IRXU�WR�¿YH�WKRXVDQG�8�6��0DULQHV�KDG�
EHHQ�EDVHG�LQ�DQG�DURXQG�&KX�/DL�DQG�
.\�+D��

Sand dunes between maintenance area and living areas 
today.

MAG-12 maintenance area in 1965, with sand dunes in 
background.
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,W�ZDV�JHWWLQJ�ODWH�DQG�WLPH�WR�OHDYH��,�
JRWWHQ�WR�VHH�PRVW�RI�ZKDW�,�FDPH�WR�VHH��
,�ZRXOG�KDYH�UHDOO\�OLNHG�WR�KDYH�ZDONHG�
RXW�WR�ZKHUH�WKH�UXQZD\�ZDV�RQFH�
ORFDWHG��EXW�RXU�JXLGH�DGYLVHG�DJDLQVW�
LW��7KH�WULS�EDFN�WR�'D�1DQJ�ZDV�SUHWW\�
PXFK�WKH�VDPH�H[FHSW�ZH�VDZ���WUDI¿F�
DFFLGHQWV��,¶P�VXUSULVHG�WKHUH�ZHUH�RQO\�
WZR�

:KLOH�LQ�9LHWQDP�ZH�DOVR�YLVLWHG�3KX�
%DL�DQG�+XH��ZKLFK�ZHUH�QLFH�WR�VHH��
7KH�ROG�UXQZD\�DW�3KX�%DL�LV�DEDQ-
GRQHG��EXW�WKHUH�DUH�SODQV�WR�UHFRQGL-
WLRQ�LW�DQG�SXW�LQ�D�QHZ�DLUSRUW��7KH�ROG�
ZDOOHG�FLW\�RI�+XH�LV�UHPDUNDEOH��:KLOH�
LQ�+XH��,�VDZ�D�FKDUW�WKDW�ZDV�DERXW����
LQFKHV�ORQJ�DQG�PDUNHG�ZLWK�WKH�YDUL-
RXV�G\QDVWLHV�DQG�ZDUV�LQ�9LHWQDP��2XU�
9LHWQDP�ZDU�ZDV�RQ�WKH�FKDUW��UHSUHVHQWHG�E\�D�OLQH�D�
TXDUWHU�LQFK�ORQJ��2XU�ZDU�ZDV�DOPRVW�D�IRRWQRWH�LQ�WKH�
KLVWRU\��

,I�,�KDG�NQRZQ�ZKDW�,�QRZ�NQRZ��,�ZRXOG�KDYH�
SODQQHG�WR�OHQJWKHQ�WKH�WULS�IRU�DQRWKHU�WZR�GD\V��,W�LV�
RQO\�IRUW\�PLOHV�IURP�+XH�WR�'RQJ�+D�DQG�WKH�DSSURDFK-
HV�WR�WKH�IRUPHU�GHPLOLWDUL]HG�]RQH��7KDW�LV�ZKHUH�KLJK-
ZD\�5RXWH���LQWHUVHFWV�ZLWK�5RXWH����DQG�5RXWH���WDNHV�
\RX�E\�.KH�6DQ��WKH�$VKDX�9DOOH\��7FKHSRQH�DQG�RQ�WR�
6DYDQQDNKHW��/DRV��WKURXJK�WKH�KHDUW�RI�WKH�+R�&KL�0LQK�
7UDLO��$�WULS�WR�WKH�$VKDX�9DOOH\�DQG�7FKHSRQH�ZRXOG�
KDYH�EHHQ�LQFUHGLEOH��,I�,�KDG�UHDOL]HG�WKDW�5RXWH���ZDV�
³RSHQ�´�,�ZRXOG�KDYH�VSHQW�DQRWKHU�GD\�RU�WZR�MXVW�WR�VHH�
WKRVH�DUHDV�ZKHUH�ZH�VSHQW�D�ORW�RI�WLPH�QLJKW�ERPELQJ�

:DV�WKH�WULS�ZRUWK�LW"�$EVROXWHO\��+RZHYHU��,¶P�
DZDUH�WKDW�WKHUH�DUH�WKRVH�ZKR�KDYH�QR�GHVLUH�WR�UHYLVLW�
9LHWQDP��7KDW�VDLG��,�KDG�KRSHG�WKDW�VRPH�RWKHUV�LQ�P\�
VTXDGURQ��ZKR�KDG�H[SUHVVHG�D�GHVLUH�WR�JR��ZRXOG�KDYH�
JRQH�ZLWK�/RUHWWD�DQG�PH��,W�ZRXOG�KDYH�PDGH�WKH�WULS�
PRUH�LQWHUHVWLQJ��IXQ�DQG�D�EHWWHU�H[SHULHQFH�RYHUDOO��-XVW�
VHHLQJ�WKH�&KX�/DL�DUHD�DJDLQ�ZRXOG�KDYH�VSDUNHG�PDQ\�
VWRULHV��DQG�WKRVH�VWRULHV�ZRXOG�KDYH�EURXJKW�EDFN�PDQ\�
JUHDW�PHPRULHV��

%XW�VDGO\��LQ�WKH�HQG�LW�ZDV�QRW�WR�EH��EXW�IRU�/RUHWWD�
DQG�PH��LW�ZDV�D�JUHDW�WULS�

$�¿QDO�QRWH��LI�WKHUH�LV�D�³QH[W�WLPH�´�,¶OO�EH�WDNLQJ�WKH�
JROI�FOXEV��JTB�

(Ed. note: Col Bertrand joined VMA-311 as a 2nd Lt. 
After his tour in Chu Lai, he became a pilot for Continen-
WDO�$LUOLQHV�DQG�ÀHZ�WKH�$���ZLWK�WKH�UHVHUYHV�LQ�6RXWKHUQ�
California. He retired after 31 years of service, having 
ÀRZQ�DOPRVW�HYHU\�PRGHO�RI�WKH�$����+LV�FRPSUHKHQVLYH�
history of VMA-311 during the years 1964-1966 was pub-
lished in The A-4Ever in 2007, the Summer and Winter 
editions.)

  Chu Lai complex in 1965.

  Birdie Bertrand at Hue City.
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$IWHU�UHDGLQJ�³)O\LQJ�WKH�0DULQH�
,FRQV´�LQ�WKH�Flight Journal DQG�³)O\-
LQJ�WKH�$���6N\KDZN´�LQ�WKH�Skyhawk 
Association�Journal� ,�WKRXJKW�LW�PLJKW�
EH�WLPH�WR�WHOO�P\�RZQ�7,16�WDOH��,W�EH-
JLQV�LQ������ZKHQ�P\�IDWKHU��D�::,,�
0DULQH��ZDV�UHFDOOHG�IRU�DFWLYH�GXW\�
ZLWK�90)�����LQ�WKH�.RUHDQ�:DU��,�
VWLOO�UHPHPEHU�WKDW�GD\��EXW�PRVW�RI�DOO��
,�YDOXHG�WKH�GDLO\�OHWWHUV�KH�ZURWH�PH��

6RRQ�,�NQHZ�PRUH�DERXW�WKH�
860&��WKH�Black Sheep��)�8�Cor-
sairV��3DSS\�%R\LQJWRQ�DQG�-LPP\�
7KDWFK��VNLSSHU�RI�WKH�866�Sicily��WKDQ�
DQ\RQH�HOVH�LQ�VFKRRO��8SRQ�UHWXUQ-
LQJ�IURP�.RUHD��P\�'DG�WRRN�PH�WR�
0&$6�(,�7RUR�WR�VHH�D�UHDO�Corsair��,W�
ZDV�HQRUPRXV��6LWWLQJ�LQ�WKH�FRFNSLW��
,�ZDV�VFDUHG�WR�GHDWK��,W�ZDV�KXJH�DQG�
KLJK�RII�WKH�JURXQG��,�FULHG�DQG�\HOOHG�
XQWLO�'DG�SXW�PH�EDFN�RQ�WKH�JURXQG��
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E\�0LNH�3HQNHWK

��$�7,16�WDOH�WR�HQG�DOO��

0\�¿UVW�H[SHULHQFH�ZLWK�WKH�Corsair�
ZDV�D�IDLOXUH��

6HYHUDO�\HDUV�ODWHU��WKLQJV�EHJDQ�
WR�KHDW�XS�LQ�6RXWKHDVW�$VLD��:DQW-
LQJ�WR�¿QLVK�FROOHJH��,�IRXQG�P\VHOI�
DV�D�ZHHNHQG�ZDUULRU�SODQH�FDSWDLQ�
ZLWK�90$�����DQG�����DW�1$6�/RV�
$ODPLWRV�ZRUNLQJ�RQ�$��$V��%V�DQG�&V. 
0RYLQJ�WKH�FDOHQGDU�DKHDG�D�IHZ�\HDUV��
,�IRXQG�P\VHOI�D�SLORW�DW�0&$6�(,�7RUR�
FKHFNLQJ�LQWR�90$������P\�GDG¶V�ROG�
VTXDGURQ��À\LQJ�$��)V�DQG�0V��

0\�860&�FDUHHU�ZDV�QRW�YHU\�GLV-
WLQJXLVKHG��EXW�,�FDQ�KRQHVWO\�VD\�,�KDG�
PRUH�IXQ�IRU�WKH�QH[W�¿YH�\HDUV�WKDQ�DQ\�
RWKHU�PDQ�DOLYH��,PDJLQH�D����\HDU�ROG�
NLG��D�JRYHUQPHQW�JDV�FUHGLW�FDUG�DQG�D�
VLQJOH�VHDW�MHW�����,I�\D�NQRZ�ZKDW�,�PHDQ��

5HOHDVHG�IURP�DFWLYH�GXW\�LQ�������
,�VSHQW�WKH�QH[W�IHZ�\HDUV�³SOD\LQJ´�LQ�
DYLDWLRQ��,�DOVR�IRXQG�WKH�IDQWDVWLF�ZRUOG�

RI�¿UH�ERPEHUV��3%<V��&����V��*6�V��
%�O�V��3%�<��V�DQG�WKH�YDQLVKLQJ�ZRUOG�
RI�UDGLDO�HQJLQHV��,�HYHQ�VSHQW�DQ�HQWLUH�
ZLQWHU�À\LQJ�WKH�RQO\�IRXU�HQJLQH�3%<�
LQ�WKH�ZRUOG�WKURXJK�0H[LFR��&HQWUDO�
DQG�6RXWK�$PHULFD��WKH�*DODSDJRV�DQG�
WKH�&RFRV�,VODQGV��

2QH�ZLQWHU�HYHQLQJ�LQ������P\�
SKRQH�UDQJ��,W�ZDV�P\�JRRG�IULHQG�%RE�
)RUEHV��DVNLQJ�LI�,�FRXOG�¿OH�ÀLJKW�SODQV�
LQ�6SDQLVK"�&RXOG�,�VSHDN�WKH�ODQJXDJH"�
,�JXHVV�EHLQJ�DEOH�WR�EX\�DYJDV��RLO��
EHHU�DQG�¿QG�WKH�EDWKURRPV�LQ�6SDQ-
LVK�ZDV�JRRG�HQRXJK�DV�%RE�VDLG�³JRW�
D�VZHHW�À\LQJ�GHDO�LQ�+RQGXUDV��JRRG�
PRQH\��ZDQQD�JR"´�7KH�IROORZLQJ�ZHHN�
ZH�PHW�LQ�/$;�HQ�URXWH�WR�7HJXFLJDOSD��
+RQGXUDV��YLD�1HZ�2UOHDQV��2XU�ODVW�
OHJ�ZDV�RQ�D�6KDVD�%�����

:KLOH�LQ�/$;��,�¿QDOO\�DVNHG�%RE�
³ZKDW¶V�JRLQJ�RQ"´�+H�VPLOHG�DQG�VDLG�
³ZH¶OO�MXVW�À\�DURXQG�7HJXV�IRU�D�FRXSOH�
ZHHNV��WKHQ�IHUU\�VRPH�ROH¶�DLUSODQHV�
EDFN�WR�/RQJ�%HDFK�´�%RE�VPLOHV��,�
IURZQ��+H�VD\V�³LW¶V�OHJDO��QR�GUXJV��
QRWKLQJ�WR�ZRUU\�DERXW��+RQGXUDV�
MXVW�VROG�WKHLU�HQWLUH�LQYHQWRU\�RI�)�8�
CorsairV�WR�D�GHDOHU�LQ�/RQJ�%HDFK�´�
CorsairV������QHHGOHVV�WR�VD\�,�ZDV�
VSHHFKOHVV�� continued...

F4U-5 in Guatemala City for RON and fuel. All images via author.
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Mike Penketh on left. To right is Howard Pardue. He and a partner purchased the entire Corsair inventory from the 
Honduran Air Force (8 flyable -4s and -5s), including a boneyard with enough parts to assemble another two aircraft.

Volcano just southwest of Guatemala City airport. 
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continued...

:H�ZHUH�WROG�QRW�WR�VD\�PXFK�DERXW�
RXU�UHDVRQV�IRU�YLVLWLQJ�+RQGXUDV�±�
QRWKLQJ�LOOHJDO�RU�FODQGHVWLQH��EXW�MXVW�
NHHS�WR�RXUVHOYHV��7KLQNLQJ�EDFN�,�KDYH�
WR�ODXJK����JX\V��W�VKLUWV�DQG�/HYLV��VXQ�
JODVVHV�DQG�FDUU\LQJ�KHOPHW�EDJV�����RII�
RQ�D�¿VKLQJ�DQG�ELUG�ZDWFKLQJ�YDFDWLRQ�
����\HDK��ULJKW��$ERXW�KDOIZD\�WR�7HJXV�
WKH�6KDVD�&DSWDLQ�FRPHV�EDFN�WR�YLVLW��
WHOOLQJ�XV�RI�WKH�JRRG�¿VKLQJ�KRW�VSRWV��
$IWHU�D�IHZ�PLQXWHV�KH�WXUQV�WR�OHDYH�
VD\LQJ�KDYH�IXQ�¿VKLQJ��7KHQ�ZLWK�D�
VPLOH�KH�VDLG�³\RX�ZLOO�HQMR\�WKH�Cor-
sair�´�,�QRWLFHG�WKDW�KLV�QDPH�WDJ�VDLG�
&DSWDLQ�)HUQDQGR�6RWR��

:H�DUULYHG�LQ�7HJXV��DQG�WKHUH�WKH\�
ZHUH��HLJKW�)�8�����CorsairV�LQ�NQHH�
KLJK�JUDVV��,W�WRRN�D�FRXSOH�GD\V�RI�UHG�
WDSH�EHIRUH�ZH�¿QDOO\�JRW�WR�WKH�SODQHV��
2XWVLGH�EDVH�RSV�WKHUH�ZDV�D�VLQJOH�
)�8���RQ�D�SHGHVWDO�GHGLFDWHG�WR�WKH�
RQO\�DFH�LQ�6RXWK�&HQWUDO�$PHULFDQ�KLV-
WRU\��%HQHDWK�WKH�FRFNSLW�ZHUH�WKH�DHULDO�
YLFWRU\�PDUNLQJV�DQG�WKH�QDPH�&DSWDLQ�
)HUQDQGR�6RWR��

7KHVH�ZHUH�WKH�UHDO�GHDO��LQ�QR�ZD\�
UHVWRUHG�5HQR�UDFHUV��$UPRU�SODWLQJ��JXQ�
VLJKWV��URFNHW�UDFNV��DUPDPHQW�VZLWFKHV��
GURS�WDQNV��WKH�IRXU���PP�FDQQRQV�KDG�
EHHQ�UHPRYHG�WKH�GD\�SULRU��

$�EULHI�FRFNSLW�IDP�ZLWK�D�6SDQLVK�

VSHDNLQJ�SODQH�FDSWDLQ�VRRQ�IROORZHG��
*HDU�ÀDS�VSHHGV��GURS�WDQN�MHWWLVRQ��
HPHUJHQF\�JHDU�H[WHQVLRQ��IXHO�PDQDJH-
PHQW��WDLO�ZKHHO�ORFN�����ZH�ZHUH�UHDG\��,�
KDYH�WR�WHOO�\RX�RXU�FKHFNRXW�ZDV�PLQL-
PDO��EXW�ZH�DOO�ZHUH�KLJKO\�H[SHULHQFHG�
SLORWV�ZLWK�ORWV�RI�KHDY\�WLPH�EHKLQG�
URXQG�PRWRUV�LQ�WXUEXOHQW�¿UH�¿JKWLQJ�
FRQGLWLRQV��$OO�RI�XV�ZHUH�IXOO\�DZDUH�RI�
DQG�DSSUHFLDWHG�S�IDFWRU�DQG�WRUTXH��7KH�
Corsair�ZDV�MXVW�DQRWKHU�DLUSODQH��DOEHLW�
D�VSHFLDO�DLUSODQH��7KLV�ZDV�D�FKDQFH�RI�
D�OLIH�WLPH��D�FKDQFH�WR�À\�WKH�ODVW�FRP-
EDW�CorsairV�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG��

7KH�LQLWLDO�ÀLJKWV�ZHUH�SXUH�IXQ��7KH�
DXWR�EORZHU�RQ�WKH���V�ZDV�D�VXUSULVH��D�
SOHDVDQW�DLUSODQH�WR�À\��:LWK�SURSHU�UH-
VSHFW��WKH�Corsair�EHFDPH�D�YHU\�GRFLOH�
DLUSODQH��7KLQN�DERXW�LW��WKH�FRFNSLW�LV�
DERXW����IHHW�RII�WKH�JURXQG�DQG�ORRNLQJ�
IRUZDUG�\RX�DUH�EOLQG�DV�D�EDW��7KH�KXJH�
IXVHODJH��¿[HG�FRZO�ÀDSV�DQG�3	:�
5�����DUH�DOO�WKH�SLORW�VHHV��DQG�LQ�\RXU�
OHIW�KDQG�LV�������KRUVHSRZHU�ZLWK�
QRERG\�WR�VD\�12��

,�KDG�D�VSHFLDO�DGYDQWDJH�QR�RQH�
HOVH�KDG��,�KDG�D�FR�SLORW��,�EHOLHYH�P\�
'DG�ZDV�ZLWK�PH�RQ�HYHU\�ÀLJKW��DQG�,�
LPDJLQHG�,�ZDV�À\LQJ�KLV�Corsair��
Semper Fi�����OLIH�JHWV�EHWWHU�HYHU\�GD\��

((G�QRWH��EHVLGHV�À\LQJ�ORZ�OHYHO�
from Honduras to California in a gag-
gle of 40-year old &RUVDLUV, Mike Pen-
keth won aerobatic contests in airplanes 
he built, won the Bi-plane Silver Class 
at the Reno air races and drove a race 
car at 300 miles per hour. In addition to 
WKH�¿UH�¿JKWLQJ�GHVFULEHG��KH�ÀHZ�IRU�
Air Cal and American Airlines. 

A race-car crash at Bonneville Salt 
Flats left him a bilateral, below the 
elbow amputee. Regaining his 3rd Class 
FAA medical and private pilot’s license, 
he continued to perform in air shows 
and aerobatic contests. He is the only 
SHUVRQ�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG�FHUWL¿HG�WR�À\�ZLWK�
two myo-electric prosthetic devices.

Since 1997, he has given over 1500 
disability awareness presentations (see 
www.touchofunderstanding.org) to more 
than 45,000 kids, many with his faithful 
service dog Magy by his side.

His story is told in the book :LWKLQ�
0\�*UDVS, available on Amazon 
(http://www.amazon.com/Within-My-
Grasp-Double-Amputees-ebook/dp/
B00CLDQQCU/ref=sr_1_1?s=books
&ie=UTF8&qid=1385333365&sr=1-
1&keywords=mike+penketh). He can 
be reached at SLWWVV�#DRO�FRP�� 

3 aircraft of a flight of six over the Gulf of Mexico.
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Howard Pardue and partner pose with aircraft in Tegucigalpa.

F4U-4 over the Gulf of Mexico.
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Ferry pilot Bob Forbes performing cockpit checkout and first start at Tegucigalpa, Honduras.

Corsairs lined up for gas in Guatemala City, Guatemala. Surely a sight that will never be seen again.
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E\�%RE�3DXO

$V�,�ZDV�UHDGLQJ�WKH�:LQWHU������
LVVXH�RI�WKH�6N\KDZN�$VVRFLDWLRQ�
-RXUQDO��9RO������1R������,�QRWLFHG�
D�SKRWR�RI�D�0DULQH�$���RQ�SDJH�
���)URP�WKH�PDUNLQJV��,�VDZ�WKDW�
LW�ZDV���������RQH�RI�WKH�$��&V�
WKDW�EHORQJHG�WR�90$�����LQ�WKH�
PLG���V��,�GLG�D�TXLFN�FKHFN�RI�P\�
EXUHDX�QXPEHU�OLVWLQJV�IRU�90$�
����DQG�VDZ�WKDW��������PDWFKHG�
WKH�VTXDGURQ¶V�&(���GXULQJ�WKH������
WLPHIUDPH��

0XFK�KDV�EHHQ�ZULWWHQ�DERXW�
WKH�Skyhawk�DQG�LWV�LQYROYHPHQW�
LQ�9LHWQDP��7KLV�LV�WKH�VWRU\�RI�DQ�
H[SHGLWLRQDU\�0DULQH�DLU�EDVH�DQG�
VRPH�RI�WKH�PLVVLRQV�LQYROYLQJ�WZR�
Skyhawks�RI�90$������,�ZDV�DV-
VRFLDWHG�ZLWK�ERWK�RI�WKHVH�DLUFUDIW��
&(������������DQG�&(��������������
GXULQJ�P\����PRQWK�WRXU�RI�GXW\�
ZLWK�90$������DQG�VRPH����\HDUV�
ODWHU��,�ZDV�DPD]HG�WR�¿QG�WKHVH�WZR�
DLUFUDIW�VHUYLQJ�DV�VWDWLF�GLVSOD\V�

7KH�90$�����Vagabonds�DUULYHG�
DW�0&$6�,ZDNXQL��-3��LQ�2FWREHU�
�����IRU�ZKDW�ZDV�H[SHFWHG�WR�EH�D�
VWDQGDUG�SHDFHWLPH�RYHUVHDV�WRXU�RI�
GXW\��+RZHYHU��LQ�)HEUXDU\�RI������
RUGHUV�ZHUH�LVVXHG�GLUHFWLQJ�GHSOR\-
PHQW�RI�WKH�VTXDGURQ�WR�9LHWQDP�
GXULQJ�0DUFK�WR�VXSSRUW�WKH�ODQGLQJ�
RI�WKH��WK�0DULQH�([SHGLWLRQDU\�%UL-
JDGH�DW�'D�1DQJ��$�IHZ�ZHHNV�ODWHU��
DV�RWKHU�0DULQH�VTXDGURQV�ÀRZHG�
LQWR�9LHWQDP��90$�����ZDV�UHDV-
VLJQHG�WR�D�QHZ�DLU�EDVH�WR�EH�EXLOW�
���PLOHV�VRXWK�RI�'D�1DQJ�

2Q���0D\�������0DULQHV�>Ma-
rine Air Base Squadron 12@��1DY\�
6HDEHHV�>Naval Mobile Construction 
BN 10@�DQG�D�FRQWLQJHQW�RI�90$�
����SHUVRQQHO�ODQGHG�DW�WKH�VLWH�RI�
WKH�QHZ�EDVH�RQO\�WR�¿QG�D�SULVWLQH�
EHDFK�RI�VRIW�VDQG�WKDW�VWUHWFKHG�IRU�
VHYHUDO�PLOHV�LQODQG��/LYLQJ�TXDU-
WHUV��KDQJDUV��UXQZD\V��WDUPDF�DQG�
RWKHU�IDFLOLWLHV�ZHUH�QRZKHUH�WR�EH�
IRXQG��7KH�RUGHU�RI�WKH�GD\�ZDV�WR�
FRPPHQFH�EXLOGLQJ�D�VKRUW�DLU¿HOG�

ODQGLQJ�VSDFH��,Q�WKH�¿HUFH�KHDW�
DQG�KXPLGLW\��6HDEHHV�FRPPHQFHG�
WR�FOHDU�DZD\�WKH�VDQG�GRZQ�WR�WKH�
UHG�FOD\�EDVH�IRU�WKH�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�
RI�WKH�UXQDZD\��$OO�RWKHU�0DULQHV�
FRPPHQFHG�EXLOGLQJ�WKH�SHULPHWHU�
DURXQG�WKH�EDVH�DQG�HUHFWLQJ�WHQWV�
IRU�RI¿FHU�DQG�HQOLVWHG�EHUWKLQJ��
VTXDGURQ�PDLQWHQDQFH�DQG�ÀLJKW�RS-
HUDWLRQV��VTXDGURQ�RSHUDWLRQV��WRZHU��

IRU�WDFWLFDO�VXSSRUW��RU�6$76��7KH�
6HDEHHV��������LQ�DOO��HVWLPDWHG�LW�
ZRXOG�WDNH�WKUHH�ZHHNV�WR�KDYH�WKH�
UHTXLUHG�������IRRW�UXQZD\�DQG�
WDUPDF�FRPSOHWHG�VR�DLUFUDIW�FRXOG�
EHJLQ�WDNHRIIV�DQG�ODQGLQJV��7KH�
DLU¿HOG�ZRXOG�DOVR�IHDWXUH�D�PRELOH�
DUUHVWLQJ�JHDU�V\VWHP��VLPLODU�WR�WKDW�
XVHG�RQ�DLUFUDIW�FDUULHUV��WR�EULQJ�
WKH�DLUFUDIW�WR�D�KDOW�RQ�WKH�VKRUW�

“Be it ever so humble” – the early Chu Lai Air Base from the air.
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UDGDU��HWF����PHVV�KDOO��SRVW�RI¿FH�DQG�DOO�RWKHU�DQFLOODU\�VWUXFWXUHV�QHHGHG�WR�
UXQ�D�FRPEDW�DLUEDVH�HI¿FLHQWO\��

7KH�QHZ�EDVH�ZDV�QDPHG�&KX�/DL��ZKLFK�ZDV�WKH�0DQGDULQ�SURQXQFLD-
WLRQ�RI�WKH�QDPH�RI�/W*HQ�&KDUOHV�.UXODN��WKHQ�&RPPDQGLQJ�*HQHUDO��)OHHW�
0DULQH�)RUFH�3DFL¿F��7KH�EDVH�ZDV�GHHPHG�RSHUDWLRQDO�RQ����0D\������DQG�
WKLV�ZDV�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH�WKDW�D�0DULQH�DLU�EDVH�ZDV�UHDG\�WR�DFFHSW�FRPEDW�
DLUFUDIW�LQ�VXFK�D�VKRUW�WLPH�

2Q���-XQH�������WKUHH�90$�����
$��V�WUDSSHG�RQ�WKH�QHZ�6$76�VWULS��
DQG�WKH�Vagabonds�JDLQHG�EUDJJLQJ�
ULJKWV�DV�WKH�¿UVW�0DULQH�$���VTXDG-
URQ�LQ±FRXQWU\��&RO�-RKQ�1REOH��
&RPPDQGLQJ�2I¿FHU�RI�0$*�����
OHG�WKH�ÀLJKW�ZKLFK�LQFOXGHG�/W-
&RO�5��:��%DNHU��DQG�0DMRU�'��(��
*LOOXP��&2�	�;2�UHVSHFWLYHO\�RI�
90$������:LWKLQ�IRXU�KRXUV�DIWHU�
ODQGLQJ��/W&RO�%DNHU�OHG�WKH�¿UVW�
FORVH�DLU�VXSSRUW��&$6��PLVVLRQ�
LQ�VXSSRUW�RI�0DULQH�JURXQG�IRUFH�
RSHUDWLRQV�MXVW�VL[�PLOHV�QRUWK�RI�
WKH�QHZ�DLUVWULS��,Q�VXEVHTXHQW�GD\V��
DGGLWLRQDO�$��V�IURP�90$������
90$������Tomcats��DQG�90$�����
(Blacksheep��DUULYHG�WR�FRPSOHWH�
0$*���¶V�FRPSOHPHQW�RI�WKUHH�$���
VTXDGURQV�

&RPEDW�RSHUDWLRQV�IRU�90$�����
GXULQJ�WKLV�WLPH�IUDPH�ZHUH�SUH-
GRPLQDQWO\�FORVH�DLU�VXSSRUW��DQG�
GXULQJ�D�W\SLFDO�PRQWK�WKH�VTXDG-
URQ�ÀHZ�����FRPEDW�VRUWLHV��&(���
�������DQG�&(�����������ZHUH�
WZR�RI�WKH�WZHQW\�RQH�$�¶V�DVVLJQHG�
WR�90$������DQG�GXULQJ�

Marines and Seabees lay the Marston matting for the SATS runway. 
All photos via author.

Vagabonds welcome Colonel John Noble, CO MAG-12, after first squadron aircraft arrive at Chu Lai, 1 June 1965.

continued...
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7KH�PLVVLRQV�ÀRZQ�E\�90$�����SLORWV�ZHUH�
W\SLFDO�RI�0DULQH�FORVH�DLU�VXSSRUW�DQG�GHHS�DLU�
VXSSRUW�PLVVLRQV�ÀRZQ�GXULQJ�WKH�9LHWQDP�:DU��
7KHVH�PLVVLRQV�LOOXVWUDWH�WKRVH�RSHUDWLRQV��JLYHQ�
WKH�FRQVWUDLQWV�RI�RSHUDWLQJ�IURP�D�6$76�¿HOG�
VWLOO�XQGHU�GHYHORSPHQW��6RPH�W\SLFDO�PLVVLRQV�
ZHUH�

���-XQH������±�&(���
3LORW��&DSW��'RQ�-DFREVHQ��
7DUJHW��9&�WURRS�FRQFHQWUDWLRQV����PLOHV�ZHVW�
RI�&KX�/DL�
$UPDPHQW������´�URFNHWV�	����00�FDQQRQ��
-$72�WDNHRII�DQG�DUUHVWHG�ODQGLQJ��
0LVVLRQ�OHQJWK�����KUV��

��$XJXVW������±�&(����
3LORW��&DSW��'RQ�-DFREVHQ��
7DUJHW��$PPR�GXPS����PLOHV�ZHVW�RI�&KX�/DL�
$UPDPHQW����[�=XQL��´�URFNHWV�	����00�
FDQQRQ��
&RQYHQWLRQDO�WDNHRII�DQG�ODQGLQJ��
0LVVLRQ�OHQJWK�����KUV��

���-XQH������±�&(�����
3LORW���VW/W�5DOSK�6WHZDUW��
7DUJHW��QLJKW�JURXQG�DOHUW��VFUDPEOH�WR�&$6�
PLVVLRQ�
$UPDPHQW������´�URFNHWV�	����00�FDQQRQ��
-$72�WDNHRII�DQG�DUUHVWHG�ODQGLQJ��
0LVVLRQ�OHQJWK�����KUV��

��-XO\������±�&(���
3LORW���VW/W�&RQUDG�+DPLOWRQ��
0LVVLRQ��KHOLFRSWHU�HVFRUW�
$UPDPHQW������´�URFNHWV�	����00�FDQQRQ��
&RQYHQWLRQDO�WDNHRII�DQG�ODQGLQJ��
0LVVLRQ�OHQJWK�����KUV��

WKH�¿UVW�IRXU�PRQWKV�����ZDV�LQ�
FRXQWU\��WKH\�ZHUH�ÀRZQ�RIWHQ�LQ�
VXSSRUW�RI�0DULQH�JURXQG�RSHUDWLRQV�
LQ�WKH�&KX�/DL��'D�1DQJ��+XH�DQG�
3KX�%DL�FRDVWDO�VWULS�DUHDV�NQRZQ�
DV�,�&2536�LQ�6RXWK�9LHWQDP��2I�
QRWH��WKHVH�RSHUDWLRQV�LQFOXGHG�FORVH�
DLU�VXSSRUW�PLVVLRQV�ÀRZQ�$XJXVW�
������GXULQJ�³2SHUDWLRQ�6WDUOLWH�´�
WKH�¿UVW�PDMRU�0DULQH�RIIHQVH�RI�
WKH�9LHWQDP�:DU��:LWKRXW�TXHVWLRQ��
WKHVH�PLVVLRQV�KHOSHG�WKZDUW�D�PDMRU�
DWWDFN�DJDLQVW�&KX�/DL�

�	���	�
��
���
&RQWLQXHG���

90$�����OHIW�&KX�/DL�LQ�2FWREHU�������KDYLQJ�ÀRZQ�
DSSUR[LPDWHO\������VRUWLHV�DQG�������FRPEDW�KRXUV�EH-
WZHHQ���-XQH�DQG����6HSW�������7KH�KXQGUHGV�RI�PLVVLRQV�
ÀRZQ�E\�WKH�SLORWV�LQ�90$�����ZHUH�VLPLODU�WR�WKRVH�OLVWHG�
IRU�&(���DQG�&(����

7RGD\�DQ�$���SDLQWHG�WR�ORRN�OLNH�&(����������LV�RQ�
GLVSOD\�DW�WKH�,QGH�0RWRUVSRUWV�5DQFK�LQ�:LOOFR[��$=��DQG�
WKH�DFWXDO�&(�����������LV�RQ�GLVSOD\�DW�WKH�+LFNRU\�$LU�
0XVHXP��+LFNRU\��1&��1RWH�����:KLOH�WKHVH�VWDWLF�GLVSOD\V�
DUH�QLFH��WKH\�GRQ¶W�WHOO�WKH�IXOO�VWRU\�RI�WKH�KDUG�ZRUN�DQG�
VDFUL¿FH�RI�WKH�PHQ�DVVLJQHG�WR�WKH�VTXDGURQ��7KRVH�ZHUH�
WRXJK�GD\V�LQ�QHDU�LPSRVVLEOH�FRQGLWLRQV�ZKHQ�WKH�����PHQ�
RI�WKH�VTXDGURQ�ZRUNHG�ORQJ�DQG�KDUG�WR�JHW�WKH�MRE�GRQH��,�
WHOO�WKHVH�DQG�RWKHU�VWRULHV�RI�ZKDW�ZH�DFFRPSOLVKHG�WRJHWK-
HU�GXULQJ�WKRVH�LQWHQVH�PRQWKV�WR�P\�IULHQGV��DQG�,�NQRZ�
WKH\�¿QG�LW�KDUG�WR�EHOLHYH�WKDW�PHQ�FRXOG�NHHS�WKHPVHOYHV�
ZRUNLQJ�DW�VXFK�D�UDSLG�SDFH�IRU�VR�ORQJ�LQ�VXFK�SULPLWLYH�
OLYLQJ�DQG�ZRUNLQJ�FRQGLWLRQV�

90$������DQG�WKH�RWKHU�$���VTXDGURQV�DVVLJQHG�WR�
0$*����DW�&KX�/DL��H[KLELWHG�WKH�¿QHVW�WUDLWV�RI�WKH�0D-
ULQH�&RUSV�DQG�SURYHG�EH\RQG�D�GRXEW�WKH�H[SHGLWLRQDU\�

CE-3 performs JATO takeoff.

CE-3 taxis in front of VMA-225 flight line.
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QDWXUH�RI�0DULQH�DYLDWLRQ��3ULRU�WR�WKH�&KX�/DL�ODQGLQJV��
86$)�SODQQHUV�KDG�HVWLPDWHG�WKDW�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�RI�DQ�
DLU¿HOG�VRXWK�RI�'D�1DQJ�ZRXOG�WDNH�VHYHUDO�PRQWKV��
)HZ�EHOLHYHG�WKH�0DULQH�&RUSV¶�FODLP�WKDW�D�6$76�VWULS�
FRXOG�EH�RSHUDWLRQDO�LQ�WKUHH�ZHHNV��HVSHFLDOO\�FRQVLGHU-
LQJ�WKDW�&KX�/DL�ZRXOG�EH�WKH�¿UVW�DWWHPSW�WR�FRQVWUXFW�
VXFK�D�¿HOG�XQGHU�FRPEDW�FRQGLWLRQV��:KLOH�WKH�6HDEHHV�
DQG�0DULQHV�PLVVHG�WKHLU�GHDGOLQH�RI�WKUHH�ZHHNV��WDN-
LQJ����GD\V�UDWKHU�WKDQ������WKH�0DULQH�&RUSV¶�FODLP�RI�
EHLQJ�WKH�³)RUFH�LQ�5HDGLQHVV´�ZDV�FHUWDLQO\�YDOLGDWHG�

7KH�6$76�¿HOG�DW�&KX�/DL�ZDV�RSHUDWHG�E\�WKH�
0DULQH�&RUSV�XQWLO�6HSWHPEHU�������DOWKRXJK�D�QHZ��
�������IW��FRQFUHWH�UXQZD\�ZDV�EXLOW�LQ�WKH�IDOO�RI������
ZHVW�RI�WKH�RULJLQDO�6$76�VWULS��7RGD\��WKDW�FRQFUHWH�
UXQZD\�VHUYHV�FRPPHUFLDO�DYLDWLRQ�DV�&KX�/DL�,QWHUQD-
WLRQDO�$LUSRUW��9&/��

90$�����ZDV�D�VTXDGURQ�ULFK�LQ�WUDGLWLRQ�DQG�HVSULW�
GH�FRUSV�WKDW�SOD\HG�DQ�LPSRUWDQW�UROH�DW�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�
RI�WKH�9LHWQDP�:DU��,W¶V�¿WWLQJ�WKDW�WZR�RI�LWV�DVVLJQHG�
DLUFUDIW�DUH�VHUYLQJ�WRGD\�DV�PHPRULDOV�WR�WKH�VDFUL¿FH�
DQG�GHGLFDWLRQ�GLVSOD\HG�E\�DOO�PHPEHUV�RI�WKH�VTXDG-
URQ�GXULQJ�WKRVH�GLI¿FXOW�PRQWKV�RQ�WKH�EHDFK�DW�&KX�
/DL��7KH\�DUH�FHUWDLQO\�ZRUWK\�JXDUGLDQV�RI�WKH�Vaga-
bond�OHJDF\�DQG�³3URXG�:DUULRUV�RI�WKH�6N\�´

Note 1��,QLWLDOO\��,�EHOLHYHG�WKDW�WKH�$���RQ�GLVSOD\�
DW�,QGH�0RWRU�6SRUWV�5DQFK�ZDV���������KRZHYHU��,�
ODWHU�GLVFRYHUHG�WKDW�WKH�DLUFUDIW��DOWKRXJK�SDLQWHG�WR�
PLPLF�&(���GXULQJ�WKH�¶���±�¶���WLPHIUDPH��ZDV�QRW�WKH�
DFWXDO��������DIWHU�DOO��7KH�DLUFUDIW�ZDV�RQH�RI�WKH�ORW�RI�
WKLUWHHQ�DLUFUDIW�VROG�RXW�RI�0DUDQD�$LUSRUW��7XFVRQ��$=��
*UDKDP�'RUODQG��RZQHU�RI�,QGH�0RWRU�6SRUWV�5DQFK��
ERXJKW�WKH�DLUFUDIW�DQG�UHVWRUHG�LW�IRU�GLVSOD\��7KH�SDLQW�
VFKHPH�RI�90$������&(����ZDV�VHOHFWHG�E\�KLP�DIWHU�
UHVHDUFKLQJ�WKH�KLVWRU\�RI�6N\KDZNV�RQ�WKH�ZHE��6N\-
KDZN�$VVRFLDWLRQ�KDV�DWWHPSWHG��ZLWKRXW�VXFFHVV��WR�
GHWHUPLQH�WKH�DFWXDO�EXUHDX�QXPEHU�RI�WKH�DLUFUDIW�RQ�
GLVSOD\�DW�,QGH��
(Ed. note: Bob Paul was a member of VMA-225 

from Dec’63 to Oct ’65, serving as a plane captain on 
WKH�ÀLJKW�OLQH��+LV�DLUFUDIW�ZDV�&(�����������DQ�$��&�
which served in several Skyhawk squadrons at Chu Lai 
before being stricken due to damage on 5 May 1966. 
Paul serves the Skyhawk Association as SDO of VMA-
225.

VMA-225 has done a great job of documenting the 
squadron’s service in Vietnam. If you Google VMA-225 
RQ�<RX7XEH��\RX¶OO�¿QG�PDQ\�PRYLH�FOLSV�±�D�VDPSOH�LV�
at: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FGAk-XuL1Ow.)

CE-17 performs standard takeoff.
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$UH�\RX�UHVWRULQJ�DQ�$��"��
<RX�PD\�ZDQW�WR�FKHFN�WKH�IUDPH�DW�³VWDWLRQ�����´�

7KH�FDVW�IUDPH�DW�VWDWLRQ�����LV�D�VROLG�DOXPLQXP�SLHFH�WKDW�IXQFWLRQV�
DV�WKH�ORZHU�PDLQ�VSDU�IRU�WKH�YHUWLFDO�VWDELOL]HU��WKH�SLYRW�SRLQW�IRU�WKH�
KRUL]RQWDO�VWDELOL]HU�DQG�WKH�PRXQWLQJ�VWUXFWXUH�IRU�WKH�HOHYDWRU�ERE�
ZHLJKW�DVVHPEO\��,W�LV�GLI¿FXOW�WR�LQVSHFW��HVSHFLDOO\�WKH�IRUZDUG�VLGH�
RI�WKH�IUDPH�

0XFK�RI�WKH�DIW�VLGH�RI�WKH�FDVW�IUDPH�FDQ�EH�VHHQ�DIWHU�WKH�
KRUL]RQWDO�VWDELOL]HU�DQG�D�IHZ�SDQHOV�DUH�UHPRYHG��,W�ZLOO�
XVXDOO\�DSSHDU�WR�EH�LQ�JRRG�VKDSH��7KH�IRUZDUG�VLGH�LV�ZKHUH�
WKH�SUREOHP�PD\�EH�KLGLQJ��:LWK�WKH�WDLOSLSH�DQG�KHDW�VKLHOG�
UHPRYHG��DQG�D�JRRG�ÀDVKOLJKW�SRLQWHG�XS��\RX�FDQ�VHH�WKH�
ERE�ZHLJKW�DVVHPEO\�PRXQWHG�LQ�WKH�FHQWHU�RI�WKH�IUDPH��
<RX�ZLOO�SUREDEO\�VHH�QRWKLQJ�XQXVXDO�ZLWK�WKH�IUDPH�
VXUURXQGLQJ�WKH�ERE�ZHLJKW�DVVHPEO\��EXW�GRQ¶W�EH�
PLVOHG��&RUURVLRQ�LV�WKH�GHIHFW�\RX�DUH�ORRNLQJ�IRU�
DQG�WR�PDNH�D�FRPSOHWH�LQVSHFWLRQ��WKH�SDLQIXO�WDVN�
RI�UHPRYLQJ�WKH�ERE�ZHLJKW�DVVHPEO\�PXVW�EH�
DFFRPSOLVKHG�

0RLVWXUH�WHQGV�WR�UHPDLQ�EHKLQG�WKH�ERE�
ZHLJKW�DVVHPEO\�DQG�WKH�UHVXOWLQJ�FRUURVLRQ�
WR�WKH�FDVW�IUDPH�FDQ�EH�H[WHQVLYH��7KH�
IUDPH�PXVW�WKHQ�EH�UHPRYHG��EXW�WKLV�MRE�
LV�QRW�IRU�WKH�DYHUDJH�PHFKDQLF��$�KLJKO\�
VNLOOHG�DLUIUDPHV�PHFKDQLF��H[SHULHQFHG�
LQ�WKH�XVH�RI�³KXFN�IDVWHQHUV�´�PXVW�
EH�UHWDLQHG�IRU�WKH�SDUW�UHPRYDO�DQG�
LQVWDOODWLRQ�RI�D�QHZ�SLHFH��7KLV�
FDQ�EH�DQ�H[SHQVLYH�SURSRVLWLRQ��
EXW�WKH�IUDPH�DW�VWDWLRQ�����
LV�D�FULWLFDO�VWUXFWXUH�DQG�D�
UHSDLU�RU�UHSODFHPHQW�PXVW�
EH�DFFRPSOLVKHG�IRU�D�VDIH�
UHVWRUDWLRQ��

�	������
�������	�
%\�'DYH�'ROODUKLGH

��$JLQJ�$��V�$FKLOOHV¶�+HHO��

������� Skyhawk Association



continued...

Skyhawk Association���Winter 2013-14�������



�	������
��
&RQWLQXHG���

������� Skyhawk Association



“Moisture tends to remain 
behind the bob weight 
assembly and the 
resulting corrosion to 
the cast frame can be 
extensive.”

Skyhawk Association���Winter 2013-14�������



2Q�$XJ����������DW������30��%UDQGRQ�&DSODQ�>EUDQGRQ�FDSODQ#JPDLO�FRP@�ZURWH�
7R�:KRP�,W�0D\�&RQFHUQ�

,¶P�DQ�DYLDWLRQ�EXII��SDUWLFXODUO\�PLOLWDU\�DYLDWLRQ���DQG�,�KDG�D�IHZ�TXHVWLRQV�
DERXW�VRPH�WHFKQLFDO�GHWDLOV�UHJDUGLQJ�WKH�$����
��&RXOG�WKH�KXPS�RQ�ODWHU�PRGHOV�RI�WKH�$���EH�UHPRYHG�DQG�UHLQVWDOOHG�TXLFNO\��RU�
ZRXOG�UHPRYLQJ�LW�UHTXLUH�SXWWLQJ�PRUH�PHWDO�RYHU�WKH�DUHD�ZKHUH�WKH�KXPS�ZDV�
�L�H��ZRXOG�UHPRYLQJ�WKH��
�KXPS�H[SRVH�D�ODUJH�DUHD�RI�RSHQ�ZLULQJ�"

��+RZ�PDQ\�RI�WKH�$��%�DLUFUDIW�ZHUH�PRGL¿HG�WR�DFFHSW�6LGHZLQGHU��PLVVLOHV"
��'LG�DQ\�RI�WKH�$��%V�RU�&V�JHW�WKH�WZR�H[WUD�KDUG�SRLQWV�OLNH�WKH�ODWHU�PRGHOV"
��:HUH�DQ\�RI�WKH�$��/V�DQG�$��0V�DEOH�WR�FDUU\�6LGHZLQGHUV"
��:HUH�DQ\�6N\KDZNV�LQ�8�6��VHUYLFH�DEOH�WR�KROG�6LGHZLQGHUV�RQ�DOO�IRXU�RI�
WKH�XQGHU�ZLQJ�KDUG�SRLQWV��RU�ZDV�WKLV�RQO\�D�IHDWXUH�RQ�WKH�DLUFUDIW�XVHG�E\�
$XVWUDOLD"

7KDQN�\RX�VR�PXFK�IRU�DQ\�KHOS�
6LQFHUHO\��%UDQGRQ�&DSODQ

_____________________________________________________________

2Q�$XJ����������DW������30��'DYH�'ROODUKLGH�ZURWH�
%UDQGRQ��WKH�KXPS�ZDV�IRU�WKH�LQVWDOODWLRQ�RI�(&0�JHDU�DQG�QRW�GHVLJQHG�WR�EH�

UHPRYHG��7KDW�VDLG��LW�ZDV�VLPSO\�¿WWHG�RYHU�WKH�H[LVWLQJ�IXVHODJH�VNLQ��,W�ZDV�DQ�
DGG�RQ�IHDWXUH��,�ÀHZ�WKH�%��&��(�DQG�/�PRGHOV�DQG�GRQ¶W�UHFDOO�DQ\�RI�WKHP�EHLQJ�
ZLUHG�IRU�$,0���DQG�KDYH�QHYHU�VHHQ�RQH�FDUULHG��/DWHU�86�PRGHOV�ZHUH�SUREDEO\�
FRQ¿JXUHG�IRU�6LGHZLQGHU�����ZRXOG¶YH�EHHQ�FDUULHG�RQ��
WKH�RXWERDUG�VWDWLRQV���PRVW�FHUWDLQO\�QRW�RQ�WKH�FHQWHUOLQH�

7KH�$��%��&�DQG�/��XSJUDGHG�&��RQ\�KDG�WKUHH�ZLQJ�VWDWLRQV��$OO�RWKHU�VLQJOH�
VHDW�$��V�KDG�¿YH�

+RSH�WKLV�KHOSV�
'DYH�'ROODUKLGH

BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB

&&��VD�D��UHVHDUFK#D�VN\KDZN�RUJ
)URP��]HURFHS#HF�UU�FRP
7R��GDYHGROODUKLGH#PVQ�FRP��EUDQGRQ�FDSODQ#JPDLO�FRP
6XEMHFW��5H��6N\KDZN�UHODWHG�4XHVWLRQV
'DWH��:HG����$XJ��������������������
*RRG�VWXII�+LGH�

5HJDUGLQJ�WKH�$��%�&�DQG�6LGHZLQGHU��LQ�WKH�HDUO\���¶V�$��V�DVVLJQHG�WR�
$6:�FDUULHUV�SURYLGHG�DLU�GHIHQVH�DQG�ZHUH�PRGL¿HG�IRU�6LGHZLQGHU�FDUU\��-XVW�
DERXW�HYHU\�86�YHUVLRQ�KDG�SURYLVLRQV�IRU�RU�DQ�DLUIUDPH�FKDQJH�IRU���PLVVLOH�

���������	�	����
)URP�WKH�6N\KDZN�$VVRFLDWLRQ�5HVHDUFK�7HDP

��$XJXVW�������

(Ed. Note: one of the main functions of the Skyhawk Association is to 
preserve the stories, documents and data associated with the aircraft, and the 
volunteers of the association research team get a lot of questions from mem-
bers and other enthusiasts. By researching documents available on the website 
and tapping the experience of our directors and members, some interesting 
exchanges occur. The following thread is an example of that.)

FDUU\�RQ�WKH�RXWERDUG�ZLQJ�VWDWLRQV�LI�
WKH�XVH�FRXOG�EH�MXVWL¿HG��$OPRVW�DOO�
H[SRUW�YHUVLRQV�KDG�DW�OHDVW���PLVVLOH�
FDUU\�RSWLRQV��7KH�RQO\���PLVVLOH�FDUU\�
FRQ¿JXUDWLRQV�RWKHU�WKDQ�$XVWUDOLD�ZHUH�
IRU�1HZ�=HDODQG��$��.���,VUDHO��$��(�
+�1�DQG�7$��+��DQG�.XZDLW��$��.8�
DQG�7$��.8��

-LJJHU
_____________________________

2Q����$XJXVW������DW������$0���
%LOO�(JHQ��>]HURFHS#HF�UU�FRP@�ZURWH��

-XVW�IRU�IXQ��XVHOHVV�LQIR"���WKH�
GLIIHUHQFHV�FKDUW�IURP�'RXJODV�
�FLUFD�������KDV�WKH�IROORZLQJ�DERXW�
6LGHZLQGHU�

$��%����VWDWLRQV�E\�$)&����
$��4��SURYLVLRQV
$��6�.����VWDWLRQV
$��&�/����VWDWLRQV�E\�$)&����$
$��(�)�)�VXSHU�����VWDWLRQV�E\�$)&����
$��*�+��7$��*�+����VWDWLRQV
$��0����VWDWLRQV�E\�$)&����
$��1�$��(��,VUHDO�����VWDWLRQV
$��.8�7$��.8����VWDWLRQV
7$��)�7$&$��2$��0"�����VWDWLRQV
7KH�$��0�7DFWLFDO�0DQXDO�3RFNHW�

*XLGH�KDV���SDJHV�RQ�6LGHZLQGHU�
SURFHGXUHV�IRU�(&3������DQG�(&3������
ELUGV��7KH�FRQWURO�SDQHO�HQWU\�FRGH�IRU�
$5%V�ELUGV�LV������QRERG\�ZRXOG�JXHVV�
WKDW����,W�DOVR�KDV�D�SDJH�IRU�WKH�$&05�
SRG��QRZ�FDOOHG�7&76�SRGV���7KH\�SXW�
ERPEV�RQ�DOO�WKH�³)´�ELUGV��ZK\�QRW�
:LQGHUV�RQ�WKH�³$´�ELUGV�

-LJJHU�
36��0\�RQO\�FKDQFH�WR�VKRRW�D�

:LQGHU�ZDV�LQ������DW�/LJKW�$WWDFN�
:HDSRQV�6FKRRO�LQ�/HPRRUH�DQG�LW�
JRW�FQ[¶G�IRU�Z[����:H�ZHUH�DIWHU�
WKH�FRPPXQLVW�JRPHU�ÀDUHV��/DWHU�
LQ�WKH�PLG���V��P\�FRPSDWULRW�DW�
0$:78/DQW��KH�ZDV�)����DQG�,�ZDV�
$����ZDV�WKH�2&(��2I¿FHU�&RQGXFWLQJ�
WKH�([HUFLVH��IRU�D�PLVVLOH�VKRRW�RXW�RI�
0&$6�%HDXIRUW��7KH�)���EDJJHG�WKH�
1DY\�$���WRZ�SODQH��3LORW�ZDV�UHVFXHG��
EXW�LW�EDG�VKDSH���FROG�ZDWHU��7KH�2&(��
ZKR�ZDV�RQ�WKH�UDGLR�WKH�ZKROH�WLPH�DW�
&KHUU\�3RLQW��JRW�D�OHWWHU�RI�UHSULPDQG�
DQG�%HDXIRUW�JRW�D�NLOO�
BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB

(Ed. Note: Keep those  
questions coming!) 
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Author Last Name First Name Article Issue      Page Category
ATSI  ATSI Flight Line at Williams Gateway Airport Summer 2004 10.3 1 Cover
Chandler Graham The Hot Rod Squad Summer 2004 10.3 6 Skyhawk Operations
Gann Harry The Fabulous Four-Seater Summer 2004 10.3 5 Gann’s Gallery
Hickerson Bob Collings Foundation: Restoration of TA-4 Progresses Summer 2004 10.3 18 Restoration
Jobin Ed Viking Tries to Remember: VMA-311 at Bien Hoa Summer 2004 10.3 16 Skyhawk History
Powell Boom The Decommissioning of VC-8 Summer 2004 10.3 15 Skyhawk History
Thies Terry Bleep the Fish (submitted by John Lammers) Summer 2004 10.3 10 Skyhawk History
Turpen Joe Size Does Matter Summer 2004 10.3 9 Modeling
Weber David Scooter Deck Acrobatics Summer 2004 10.3 12 Maintenance/Ordnance
Woodul  Jack YP Abroad Summer 2004 10.3 2 TINS
Woodul  Jack The Plight of the Intruder Summer 2004 10.3 5 Puresome
Woodul  Jack Mig Killers of Yankee Station (O’Connor) Summer 2004 10.3 13 Book Review
Editors Staff 50 Years of Skyhawk Milestones (sidebar) Fall 2004 10.4 7 Skyhawk History
Editors Staff How Skyhawk Spent Her 50th Birthday Fall 2004 10.4 9 Skyhawk Operations
Editors Staff The Way We Were: Tribute to Commander Mike Trout Fall 2004 10.4 16 Skyhawk History
Hickerson Bob Half a Century of Grace, Guts and Glory: Skyhawk Turns 50 Fall 2004 10.4 6 Skyhawk History
Hickerson Bob McDonnell Douglas A-4 Skyhawk (Elward) Fall 2004 10.4 19 Book Review
Navy U.S. 2nd MAW Skyhawk II (Easter Egg) Fall 2004 10.4 1 Cover
Smith R.G. VA-106 A4D-2s over USS Shangrila circa 1960 Fall 2004 10.4 5 R.G.’s Art
Trout Mike A Launch from the Bonnie Dick Fall 2004 10.4 17 Skyhawk Operations
Turpen Joe 50 Years of Skyhawk Models Part I Fall 2004 10.4 10 Modeling
Weber David First in Line Fall 2004 10.4 14 Skyhawk Operations
:HEHU� 'DYLG� 5HVWRUDWLRQ�RI�$��)��������DW�0LOOYLOOH�$UP\�$LUÀHOG� )DOO� ����� ����� ��� 5HVWRUDWLRQ
Woodul Jack Readyroom-O-Rama: Numero 106 Fall 2004 10.4 13 Puresome
Adkinson Larry Who Were Those Guys? The Playboys in Vietnam Winter 2005 11.1 4 Skyhawk History
Arthur Stan 1972: The TA-4F Saw Combat with VA-164 on USS Hancock Winter 2005 11.1 7 Skyhawk History
ATSI  A-4 Over Arizona Winter 2005 11.1 1 Cover
Bittick Johnny Operations of VA-164 in 1972 Winter 2005 11.1 7 Skyhawk History
Bone  Margaret The Crown’s Off Winter 2005 11.1 11 Journal
Dollarhide Dave USS Forrestal Fire and VA-46 A-4E Dedication at Evergreen Winter 2005 11.1 15 Book Review
Foundation Collings Update on Restoration of TA-4 153524 Winter 2005 11.1 10 Restoration
Gann Harry Blue Angels over USS Arizona Winter 2005 11.1 9 Gann’s Gallery
Hickerson Bob Or Sometimes the Gods Smile On You Winter 2005 11.1 18 Skyhawk History
Jobin Ed A Nugget and That Brand New Jet Winter 2005 11.1 16 Skyhawk History
Powell Boom RA-5C Vigilante Units in Combat (Powell) Winter 2005 11.1 14 Book Review
Powell Boom Chute Shots Winter 2005 11.1 21 TINS
Trout Mike Flying Final on Fujiyama Winter 2005 11.1 20 Skyhawk History
Turpen Joe 50 Years of Skyhawk Models Part II Winter 2005 11.1 19 Modeling
Woodul  Jack Bouncing the Spider Winter 2005 11.1 12 Puresome
Woodul  Jack Born Fighting: How the Scots-Irish Shaped America (Webb) Winter 2005 11.1 14 Book Review
Caiella Jim Skyhawk “508” and Lt. Al Carpenter Spring 2005 11.2 12 Skyhawk History
Gann Harry Bicentennial Skyhawks of VT-24 Spring 2005 11.2 5 Gann’s Gallery
Powell Boom Boy in a Skyhawk Spring 2005 11.2 6 Skyhawk History
Powell Boom TA-4 Fallon Follies Spring 2005 11.2 20 TINS
Smith R.G. Sandblower   Spring 2005 11.2 1 Cover
Taylor Jeremy Shadows of War (Robert Gandt) Spring 2005 11.2 18 Book Review
Turpen Joe Hasegawa 1/32nd Model of A-47 155018 “Lady Jesse” (Turpen) Spring 2005 11.2 11 Modeling
Weber David Twidget Goes Cyber - Skyhawk Association Ready Room Spring 2005 11.2 19 Website
Wood Drury Flight Testing the Scooter Spring 2005 11.2 14 Skyhawk History
Woodul Jack Seagull-O-Rama Spring 2005 11.2 16 Puresome
Coleman  Adam Skhawks in the Falklands: the Crash Site of A-4B (C-215) Summer 2005 11.3 6 Skyhawk History
Editors Staff The Dumbest Contest Summer 2005 11.3 19 Skyhawk History
Gabbard John No Warm Breakfast for Me, Or How a Landing Gear Can Make You Cry Summer 2005 11.3 15 Maintenance/Ordnance
Gann Harry Blue Angels in Winter Training - El Centro 1975 Summer 2005 11.3 1 Cover
Gann Harry MCCRTG-10 Group Gaggle 1977 Summer 2005 11.3 10 Gann’s Gallery
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Mares  Ernie What the Heck Were Bullwinder and Bombwinder? (Verver) Summer 2005 11.3 13 Maintenance/Ordnance
Powell Boom Nose Gear Squash Summer 2005 11.3 18 TINS
Smith R.G. Sandblower II Summer 2005 11.3 10 R.G.’s Art
Turpen Joe IPMS 2005 Best Skyhawk by Joe Driver Summer 2005 11.3 7 Modeling
Verver Gary The Mystery of the Mystery FOD: Intake Mistake Summer 2005 11.3 12 Maintenance/Ordnance
Verver Gary Searching for Skyhawk Info on the Web Summer 2005 11.3 16 Website
Williams Mark A Case of the CLAB: Chu Lai Air Base Summer 2005 11.3 8 Skyhawk History
Woodul Jack The Great Firepower FRABBUP Summer 2005 11.3 14 Puresome
Anonymous  A Whoosh Award Fall 2005 11.4 22 Skyhawk History
Foster Wynn The Saints of VA-163 Part I Fall 2005 11.4 10 Skyhawk History
Galanti Paul In Memoriam: VADM James Stockdale Fall 2005 11.4 21 Memorial
Gann Harry El Toro Based H&MS-13 TA-4s off Los Angeles in 1975 Fall 2005 11.4 1 Cover
Gann Harry VMA-331 Snake Eyes Fall 2005 11.4 4 Gann’s Gallery
Homer Joe “Toad” First Skyhawk Atlantic Crossing by Buddy Store Fall 2005 11.4 16 Skyhawk History
Langworthy Ted We Say Goodbye To Ernie Laib Fall 2005 11.4 21 Memorial
Powell Boom Flight Plan Fall 2005 11.4 15 TINS
Smith R.G. A4Ds Over the Golden Gate Bridge circa 1957 Fall 2005 11.4 4 R.G.’s Art
Turpen Joe Skyhawk Modeler’s Family Tree  Fall 2005 11.4 9 Modeling
Weber David The Skyhawk Association Website Ready Room Fall 2005 11.4 18 Website
Woodul  Jack Douglas A-4 Skyhawk: Attack and Close-Support Bomber (Winchester) Fall 2005 11.4 5 Book Review
Woodul  Jack Readyroom-O-Rama: the Drop Tanks of Doom Fall 2005 11.4 14 Puresome
Adkinson Larry Who Were Those Guys?  Setting the Record Straight Winter 2006 12.1 16 Skyhawk History
Coletto Nick Dumbest: It’s Not Just for Pilots! Winter 2006 12.1 23 TINS
Foster Wynn The Saints of VA-163 Part II Winter 2006 12.1 8 Skyhawk History
Gann  Harry TA-4F 3-Point Landing on USS Lexington Winter 2006 12.1 6 Gann’s Gallery
Lamers John The Bent Probe Winter 2006 12.1 12 Skyhawk History
Powell Boom Gremlins 1977 Winter 2006 12.1 14 TINS
Powell Boom The World’s Worst Aircraft (Winchester) Winter 2006 12.1 7 Book Review
Sanders Kit A-4 Nightmare: the Dangerous Flight Deck Winter 2006 12.1 17 Skyhawk History
Smith R.G. A4D-1 Delivers Nuclear Weapon Winter 2006 12.1 1 Cover
Staff Editors Virginia Aviation Museum Restoration of A-4C 148543 Winter 2006 12.1 19 Restoration
Walthers Jim Training for the A-4 Nuclear Weapons Delivery  Winter 2006 12.1 4 Skyhawk Operations
Weber Dave Open Source Software Winter 2006 12.1 17 Website
Woodul Jack The Great Goatsby, Part I Winter 2006 12.1 20 Puresome
Woodul Jack Oral Tradition #406 Winter 2006 12.1 13 Puresome
Gann Harry VMA-324 A-4M 158158 Firing 5” Zuni Rockets Spring 2006 12.2 20 Gann’s Gallery
Powell Boom VA-127 Adversary A-4F over Sierra Nevada Spring 2006 12.2 1 Cover
Powell Boom Skyhawks and Submarines Part I Spring 2006 12.2 6 Skyhawk History
Powell Boom Le Cielfaucon Francais Spring 2006 12.2 13 TINS
Renella Marco Naval Weapons Center China Lake Spring 2006 12.2 10 Skyhawk History
Smith R.G. Kuwaiti A-4 Low Level over the Desert circa 1991 Spring 2006 12.2 20 R.G.’s Art
Williams Mark Skyhawk Restoration Review with Joe Turpen Spring 2006 12.2 22 Restoration
Woodul  Jack The Great Goatsby, Part Deux Spring 2006 12.2 14 Puresome
Aloni Shlomo Eight Stored AHIT N Aircraft Summer 2006 12.3 1 Cover
Aloni Shlomo The A-4 AHIT Today and the Rada AHIT-M Summer 2006 12.3 12 Skyhawk History
Coletto Nick TINS for Ordies Summer 2006 12.3 21 TINS
Gann Harry Gann’s Gallery (A-4M and F-4U Topeka 1979) Summer 2006 12.3 11 Gann’s Gallery
Hickerson Bob Clash of the Carriers: the Story of the Marianas Turkey Shoot (Tillman) Summer 2006 12.3 22 Book Review
Powell Boom Skyhawks and Submarines Part Deux Summer 2006 12.3 6 Skyhawk History
Romm Giora The Yom Kippur War and My First Skyhawk Flight Summer 2006 12.3 16 Skyhawk History
Smith R.G. A-4Hs over Israel Summer 2006 12.3 11 R.G.’s Art
Turpen Joe Models by Nick Monopoli Summer 2006 12.3 21 Modeling
Woodul Jack Crubfoot Active Summer 2006 12.3 19 Puresome
(OOLV� *HUU\� 7KH�/DVW��DQG�ÀUVW��$���2XW�RI�.KH�6DKQ� )DOO� ����� ����� ��� 6N\KDZN�+LVWRU\
Shipman Dick The Air Barons: the Other Navy Flight Demonstration Team Fall 2006 12.4 11 Skyhawk History
Smith R.G. A-4Ms under the SA-2s Fall 2006 12.4 4 R.G.’s Art
Turpen Joe IPMS Best Skyhawk by Steve Ellis Fall 2006 12.4 23 Modeling
Turpen & Williams Joe & Mark The Antatomy of a Restoration Fall 2006 12.4 16 Restoration
Vincent  Hal Testing the X and YA-4D Fall 2006 12.4 8 Skyhawk History
Williams Mark VMA-324 A-4E over Mount Rainier Fall 2006 12.4 1 Cover
Woodul Jack Flarelight Fall 2006 12.4 18 Puresome
Bertrand Birdie The Tomcats of VMA-311 1964 - 1966 Part I Winter 2007 13.1 8 Skyhawk History
Chesterman Al More Nickel Grass - A-4s to Israel Winter 2007 13.1 18 Skyhawk History
Fitch William  The Development of the Multiple Carriage Bomb Racj Winter 2007 13.1 13 Maintenance/Ordnance
Kitrell Charlie Skyhawk Display Dedicated at Bartlesville, OK Winter 2007 13.1 19 Restoration
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Powell Boom Zanek: A Chronicle of the Israeli Air Force (Stevenson) Winter 2007 13.1 22 Book Review
RNZAF  Photo A-4K over Mt. Ruapehu, New Zealand Winter 2007 13.1 1 Cover
Shipman Richard A-4s to Israel Winter 2007 13.1 16 Skyhawk History
Woodul Jack  Blood Brothers Winter 2007 13.1 20 Puresome
Bertrand Birdie The Tomcats of VMA-311 1964 - 1966 Part II Summer 2007 13.2 10 Skyhawk History
Cathcart Don Mofak TINS Summer 2007 13.2 22 TINS
Mayberry John Betting on a Record: Tom Mayberry and the A4D World Record Summer 2007 13.2 20 Attic Attack
Turpen Joe Great New Models from Randy Fuller and Carlos Garcia Summer 2007 13.2 8 Modeling
West  Denny The A-4 Glider Summer 2007 13.2 18 Skyhawk History
Williams Mark Roger Ball (Auten) Summer 2007 13.2 9 Book Review
Winchester Jim Speed Record Summer 2007 13.2 21 Attic Attack
Woodul Jack Way Up North Summer 2007 13.2 14 Puresome
Dann Rich A-4E 149969 Project Rainhat Fall 2007 13.3 1 Cover
Davisson Budd Flying with the Blue Angels in ‘75 Fall 2007 13.3 20 Skyhawk History
Larson Mike Bad Luck & Trouble: the TRANSLANT From Hell Fall 2007 13.3 13 Skyhawk History
Mersky Peter The Ghostriders’ Smiling Giant Fall 2007 13.3 17 Skyhawk History
Powell Boom U.S. Navy and Marine Corps A-4 Units of the VN War (Mersky( Fall 2007 13.3 16 Book Review
Sapp Denny Jim “Taco” Potter Remembered Fall 2007 13.3 23 Skyhawk History
Tambini Tony Project Rainhat Fall 2007 13.3 8 Skyhawk History
Turpen Joe Great New Models from Andrew Abshier Fall 2007 13.3 6 Modeling
Weber Dave TINS X 2 Fall 2007 13.3 19 TINS
Weber Dave Twidget Goes Cyber Fall 2007 13.3 12 Website
Woodul Jack Hosing Santini Fall 2007 13.3 18 Puresome
Bartels John RAN A-4G During Operation Sand Grouper 82 Spring 2008 14.1 1 Cover
Miecznikowski Bob Playboy 11 is Down Spring 2008 14.1 10 Combat
Patrick Pat Flame-out Stories, Part I Spring 2008 14.1 17 Skyhawk History
Stanton Duke TINS X 2 Spring 2008 14.1 20 Skyhawk History
Tambini Tony Armed Forces Day: China Lake 1963 Spring 2008 14.1 16 Skyhawk History
Woodul Jack Adios, Whiz Spring 2008 14.1 5 Memorial
Woodul Jack Bagging Spring 2008 14.1 14 Puresome
Cupido Joe VMA-133 Dragons over Golden Gate Bridge Summer 2008 14.2 1 Cover
Dollarhide Dave An Old Friend  Summer 2008 14.2 13 Restoration
Mersky Peter Rampant Raider: An A-4 Pilot in Vietnam (Gray) Summer 2008 14.2 20 Book Review
Patrick Pat Flame-out Stories, Part II Summer 2008 14.2 8 Skyhawk History
Powell Boom TINS X 2 Summer 2008 14.2 21 TINS
Rahn Bob Heinemann’s Hot Rod Pt. I (from Tempting Fate by Bob Rahn) Summer 2008 14.2 18 Skyhawk History
Tambini Tony A Simple Fix Summer 2008 14.2 12 Maintenance/Ordnance
Turpen Joe Classic Airframes 1/48 TA-4J Skyhawk (Sneak Preview) Summer 2008 14.2 15 Modeling
Woodul Jack High Country Summer 2008 14.2 16 Puresome
Fuentes Gidget Honoring Admiral Stockdale Fall 2008 14.3 20 Skyhawk History
Rahn Bob Heinemann’s Hot Rod Pt. II (from Tempting Fate by Bob Rahn) Fall 2008 14.3 14 Skyhawk History
Sapp Denny An Engine Fire in BUNO 154984 Fall 2008 14.3 13 Skyhawk History
Turpen Joe IPMS 2008 Best Skyhawk by Jim Clark Fall 2008 14.3 22 Modeling
Veronico Nicholas Man on a Missile: Blue Angels Fly the A-4 Fall 2008 14.3 9 Skyhawk History
Verver Gary Blue Angel Split from Delta Fall 2008 14.3 1 Cover
Woodul Jack Scooter Days at Yum’er Fall 2008 14.3 18 Puresome
ATSI Staff Israeli A-4N Takeoff at Sunset Spring 2009 15.1 1 Cover
Graham Bill Stolen Skyhawk! A LCPL Launches in 1986 Spring 2009 15.1 10 Skyhawk History
Olsen Ken The Oley Chronicles: Mishaps at Cecil Field Spring 2009 15.1 14 Skyhawk History
Turpen Joe CARF Models’ Large-scale Skyhawk Spring 2009 15.1 22 Modeling
Vincent Hal More on Flight Testing: Early A4D Prototypes Spring 2009 15.1 17 Skyhawk History
Wood  Drury More on Flight Testing: Early A4D Prototypes Spring 2009 15.1 17 Skyhawk History
Woodul Jack The Night Thing Spring 2009 15.1 20 Puresome
Woodul Jack Kerosene Cowboys: Manning the Spare (Arrington) Spring 2009 15.1 9 Book Review
ATSI Staff ATSI TA-4 Training Mission Summer 2009 15.2 1 Cover
Gagne  Jon Kingsville MWR Unveils the “King Kat” Summer 2009 15.2 17 Skyhawk History
Gann Harry Besides, it’s Fun to Fly, Part I of the series Summer 2009 15.2 12 Skyhawk History
Mersky Peter The Rescue of Streetcar 304 (Fields) Summer 2009 15.2 8 Book Review
Stratton Dick A Bad Day: Shot Down over North Vietnam Summer 2009 15.2 18 Combat
Tullo Frank 8 Thuds and a Scooter Summer 2009 15.2 10 Combat
Turpen Joe TA-4J by Carlos Garcia Summer 2009 15.2 23 Modeling
Woodul Jack The Tip of the Spear Summer 2009 15.2 20 Puresome
Dollarhide Dave An Old Friend, continued Fall 2009 15.3 11 Restoration
Gann Harry Besides, it’s Fun to Fly, Part II of the series Fall 2009 15.3 12 Skyhawk History
Marsh Curt Restoration: VMA-131’s 158182 Fall 2009 15.3 23 Restoration
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Mersky Peter Loud and Clear: the Memoir of an Israeli Fighter Pilot (Spector) Fall 2009 15.3 19 Book Review
Rauch Dutch A-4A 139968 Display at USNA, Annapolis, MD Fall 2009 15.3 1 Cover
Staff Editors Fund-raising Appeal - A-4A 139968 Annapolis Fall 2009 15.3 2 Restoration
Turpen Joe IPMS 2009 Best Skyhawk by Wayne Bowman Fall 2009 15.3 10 Modeling
Woodul Jack Jet Dive Bombing, circa 1960 Fall 2009 15.3 18 Skyhawk Operations
Woodul Jack Sojers Fall 2009 15.3 20 Puresome
Arnold  Bob A Trip to the Suburbs Spring 2010 16.1 9 Combat
Carrara Dino ATSI: A-4 Skyhawks for Hire Spring 2010 16.1 12 Skyhawk Operations
Mersky Peter Israeli A-4 Skyhawk Units in Combat (Aloni) Spring 2010 16.1 20 Book Review
Shipman Richard Towing the TDU: The Mission No One Wanted Spring 2010 16.1 16 Skyhawk Operations
Shlomo Aloni Excerpt IDF/AF A-4 Skyhawk Shootdown Spring 2010 16.1 21 Skyhawk Operations
Snedeker Sid A-4B 142112 in Flight From Oshkosh to Waukegan, IL Spring 2010 16.1 1 Cover
Staff Editors Skhawk Study Group: Restoration of WHF A-4B Spring 2010 16.1 15 Restoration
Turpen Joe IPMS 2010 Preview Spring 2010 16.1 22 Modeling
Woodul Jack Doggus Delicti Spring 2010 16.1 18 Puresome
Filmer Paul McDougall Douglas TA-4J First Flight Summer 2010 16.2 14 Restoration
Filmer Paul TA-4 N518TA in Flight Marana, AZ Summer 2010 16.2 1 Cover
Rauch Dutch Aircraft Carriers at War (Holloway) Summer 2010 16.2 22 Book Review
St. Pierre Rick Resurrecting an Angel Summer 2010 16.2 9 Restoration
Staff Editors Skyhawks Are Still Going to Sea Summer 2010 16.2 20 Allied Operations
Turpen Joe VF-126 TA-4J by Ricardo Ramos Summer 2010 16.2 23 Modeling
Woodul Jack A Night on the Town Summer 2010 16.2 18 Puresome
Young Lucy Scooter Soars over Middlebury, Vermont Summer 2010 16.2 13 Restoration
Crist Ken A-4s Over Oskhosh at Airventure 2010 Fall 2010 16.3 1 Cover
Gann Harry The First TA-4 Fall 2010 16.3 6 Skyhawk History
Holloway James L. Tribute to the Tinker Toy Part I Fall 2010 16.3 10 Skyhawk History
Kiely Diej U.S.Marine Corps Aviation Since 1912 (4th Edition) by Peter Mersky Fall 2010 16.3 22 Book Review
Turpen Joe TA-4J Adversary Model in VC-8 Markings Fall 2010 16.3 23 Modeling
Williams Mark Skyhawks Over Oshkosh Fall 2010 16.3 16 Skyhawk Restoration
Woodul Jack Rockets in the Rain Fall 2010 16.3 20 Puresome
Cameron Jim VA-23 Black Knights Host Reunion Spring 2011 17.1 18 Reunions
Carlson Ted Blacksheep Old and New Spring 2011 17.1 1 Cover
Frommelt Todd Skyhawks Still Slipping the Surly Bonds Spring 2011 17.1 16 Skyhawk Operations
Frommelt Todd Centennial Kick Off at NAS North Island Spring 2011 17.1 20 Skyhawk History
Frommelt Todd Israeli Pilot’s Last Flight Spring 2011 17.1 21 Skyhawk News
Holloway James L. Tribute to the Tinker Toy Part II Spring 2011 17.1 8 Skyhawk History
Stanton D.R. “Duke” Ah, Memories of the High Jinks Spring  2011 17.1 15 Skyhawk History
Turpen Joe Fujimi 72nd Scale A-4B Maverick Kit Spring 2011 17.1 21 Modeling
Verhegghen Robert A Skyhawk for Belgium Spring 2011 17.1 12 Skyhawk History
Woodul  Jack A Near Thing Spring 2011 17.1 22 Puresome
Dollarhide Dave The Dollarhide Log: Restoration of A-4C 149606 Summer 2011 17.2 15 Skyhawk Restoration
Hickerson Bob Bury Us Upside Down: The Misty Pilots Summer 2011 17.2 18 Book Review
Hock R.G. Operation Rip Tide 1963 Summer 2011 17.2 12 Skyhawk History
Munro Pete Letters from Yankee Station Summer 2011 17.2 10 Combat
Roth Jim Special Pilot Summer 2011 17.2 16 Skyhawk Operations
Sele Tim Build Them Rugged: Ed Heinemann’s Vision Summer 2011 17.2 9 Skyhawk History
Smith  R.G. A-4 Spotting on the Waist Cat Summer 2011 17.2 19 R.G.’s Art
Stedman J.J. TA-4K 157914 Passes Half Dome in Yosemite National Park Summer 2011 17.2 1 Cover
Woodul Jack Reluctant Shellbacks Summer 2011 17.2 22 Puresome
Dollarhide Dave Skyhawk Ventures A-4C 149606 Takes to the Air Fall 2011 17.3 1 Cover
Dollarhide Dave Skyhawk Ventures A-4C 149606 Takes to the Air Fall 2011 17.3 9 Skyhawk Restoration
Dollarhide Dave AAA Hit Pulling Off Target with Rick Milllson Fall 2011 17.3 11 Skyhawk History
Editors Staff Parachute Fails to Deploy - Twice (Lt. Ed Dickson Fall 2011 17.3 6 Skyhawk History
McBride  J.J. The Last Combat Cruise of the A-4 Charlies Fall 2011 17.3 15 Skyhawk History
Powell Boom Le Cielfaucon Francais - 1963 Fall 2011 17.3 12 Skyhawk History
Powell Boom Triple Sticks by Bernard Fipp Fall 2011 17.3 18 Book Review
Smith R.G. High Flight Fall 2011 17.3 17 R.G.’s Art
Turpen Joe Trumpeter 1/32nd Adversary A-4E Kit Fall 2011 17.3 19 Modeling
Williams  Mark Close Only Country in Horse Shoes, Hand Grenades and Nucs Fall 2011 17.3 14 Skyhawk History
Woodul  Jack Viva Espana! Fall 2011 17.3 21 Puresome
Barnes Jim Remembering Bob Rahn Spring 2012 18.1 13 Skyhawk History
Blair David Over the Side Spring 2012 18.1 15 Skyhawk History
Chinn Earl TINS Spring 2012 18.1 18 TINS
Corbett Bruce Crashing the First TA-4 Spring 2012 18.1 12 Skyhawk History
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Editors Staff Fact or Fiction?  Inverted Plugs Spring 2012 18.1 14 Skyhawk History
Frommelt Todd Skyhawks Still Slipping the Surly Bonds - Redux Spring 2012 18.1 8 Skyhawk Operations
Magee Hugh The Nam Dinh Strike Spring 2012 18.1 16 Combat
Mersky Peter Scooter!  The Douglas A-4 Skyhawk Story (Thomason) Spring 2012 18.1 11 Book Review
Postlethwaite Mark 1972 Iron Hand Mission (Painting) Spring 2012 18.1 1 Cover
6DSS� 'HQQ\� 5HÁHFWLRQV���9LHW�1DP�)URP�7KHQ�WR�1RZ� 6SULQJ� ����� ����� ��� 6N\KDZN�+LVWRU\
Smith  R.G. A4D-1s Overhead Spring 2012 18.1 17 R.G.’s Art
Turpen Joe Skyhawks in Styrene Part I Spring 2012 18.1 20 Modeling
Woodul Jack Crubfoot Active Spring 2012 18.1 23 Puresome
Atwell Gene A-4s for Malaysia Part I Summer 2012 18.2 8 Skyhawk History
Duffer  Don Flying the A-4 Skyhawk: A Great Retirement Job Summer 2012 18.2 12 Skyhawk History
Frommelt Todd Sharing Some Skyhawk Heritage Summer 2012 18.2 14 Skyhawk History
Hickerson Bob Skyhawks: The History of the RNZAF Skyhawk (Simms & Lee Frampton) Summer 2012 18.2 21 Book Review
Magee Hugh No Surprise at Bai Thuong Summer 2012 18.2 11 Combat
Simms  Don RNZAF Skyhawks of Kiwi Red 1988 Summer 2012 18.2 1 Cover
Smith R.G. Royal Australian Navy A-4Gs over HMAS Melbourne Summer 2012 18.2 17 R.G.’s Art
Stafford Roy Blues Photo Shoot (almost wipeout) Summer 2012 18.2 16 TINS
Sweeny Chuck Do You Have a DFC? Summer 2012 18.2 15 Skyhawk History
Turpen Joe Skyhawks in Styrene Part II Summer 2012 18.2 18 Modeling
Woodul  Jack Buffalo Bill Summer 2012 18.2 22 Puresome
Cartwright Allan Dam Busters Photo Shoot Fall 2012 18.3 34 Skyhawk History
Dollarhide Dave Skyhawks at Oshkosh 2012 Fall 2012 18.3 18 Skyhawk Operations
Editors Staff Skyhawk Aviators - Gordon “Gordo” Gray Fall 2012 18.3 10 Skyhawk History
Frommelt Todd Flying Leatherneck Museum Unveils Restored A-4M Fall 2012 18.3 32 Skyhawk History
Navy U.S. A-4M 160264 Fall 2012 18.3 1 Cover
Rivas Santiago Argentina’s Fighting Hawks Fall 2012 18.3 6 Skyhawk Operations
Ruffer  Jim Aviator’s Secret Mission: Gen Norega’s “Prison of Death” Fall 2012 18.3 30 Skyhawk History
Smith R.G. A-4 MiG Victory by T.R. Swartz Fall 2012 18.3 5 R.G.’s Art
Woodul  Jack Happy Trails to You Fall 2012 18.3 38 Puresome
Atwell Gene A-4s for Malaysia Part II Winter 2012-13 18.4 11 Skyhawk History
Dollarhide Dave Skyhawk’s Rocket-Powered Ejection Seat Winter 2012-13 18.4 14 Skyhawk History
Mersky Peter On Heroic Wings: Stories of the DFC (Lanman and Wendling) Winter 2012-13 18.4 10 Book Review
Smith R.G. Marine Tradition Winter 2012-13 18.4 1 Cover
Smth R.G. TA-4 at Point Mugu Winter 2012-13 18.4 9 R.G.’s Art
Turpen Joe Skyhawks in Styrene Part III Winter 2012-13 18.4 18 Modeling
Winchester Jim Broken Arrow! Winter 2012-13 18.4 16 Skyhawk History
Woodul Jack After the Beginning (poem) Winter 2012-13 18.4 8 Poem
Woodul Jack The Shrill of the Bagpipes, The Roll of the Drums Winter 2012-13 18.4 22 Puresome
Elmore Larry A-4s Forever (really!) Spring 2013 19.1 14 Skyhawk Operations
Harris Jack Beer Run Spring 2013 19.1 19 TINS
Sapp Denny Outside 1/2 Cuban Eight: The Scooter - Made for Airshows Spring 2013 19.1 11 Skyhawk History
Slocum Scott Skyhawk Ventures A-4C/Warbird Heritage Fdn A-4B at Oshkosh 2012 Spring 2013 19.1 1 Cover
Smith R.G. Blues in Echelon Spring 2013 19.1 15 R.G.’s Art
Soderman Arne VA-164 Ghost Riders Reunite Spring 2013 19.1 16 Reunions 
Stratton Richard Tales of Southeast Asia: The First Day of the Rest of My Life Spring 2013 19.1 7 Skyhawk History
Woodul Jack Gone West (poem) Spring 2013 19.1 20 Poem
Woodul  Jack The Rocket’s Red Glare: July 4, 1965 Spring 2013 19.1 21 Puresome
McCoy Earl Skyhawk Ventures A-4C Dollarhide Summer 2013 19.2 1 Cover
Editors  USMC A-4 Pilot First to Be Saved by SEAWARS Summer 2013 19.2 9 Skyhawk History
Sweeny Chuck Summer of ‘72 Summer 2013 19.2 10 Skyhawk History
Williams Rusty VMA-214 1965 to 1966: Kaneohe Bayto Chu Lai, RVN Summer 2013 19.2 14 Skyhawk History
Umbley Helmut Who Packed Your Parachute? Summer 2013 19.2 18 Skyhawk History
Alcorn  Ray Tales of Southeast Asia: Don’t Ever Miss Lunch Summer 2013 19.2 19 Skyhawk History
Schneider Bob A-4C 147681 Fanny Hill Summer 2013 19.2 20 Restoration
Verver Gary Ensign Larry “Splash” Coy Summer 2013 19.2 21 TINS
Woodul Jack Keeper of the Flame Summer 2013 19.2 23 Puresome
Kolasa Rich A-4C Skyhawk/F4U Corsair Heritage Flight Fall 2013 19.3 1 Cover
Mersky Peter Hero of the Angry Sky: the WWI Diary and Letters of David S. Ingalls Fall 2013 19.3 6 Book Review
Quaid Marvin Scooter Memories: Flying the A-4 Skyhawk in Vietnam Fall 2013 19.3 8 Skyhawk Operations 
Gray Stephen Scooter Memories: Flying the A-4 Skyhawk in Vietnam Fall 2013 19.3 8 Skyhawk Operations
Wood Drury The Army A4D Fall 2013 19.3 16 Skyhawk History
Barker Dick His Nickname Was “Luckiest Man Alive” Fall 2013 19.3 21 TINS
Woodul Jack Of Teeny, Tiny, Tinker Tankers Fall 2013 19.3 23 Puresome
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� Before they fade and crumple, 

share your photos.
email to  

sa-journal-editor@a4skyhawk.org
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By Jack “Youthly Puresome” Woodul

��<3¶V�([FHOOHQW�$GYHQWXUHV���

The Early “Worm” 
A Personal Recollecion

+DUGO\�DQ\RQH�DFWXDOO\�NQHZ�ZKR�
/DZUHQFH�/HUR\�(OPRUH�PLJKW�EH��EXW�
DW�OHDVW�D�FRXSOH�RI�JHQHUDWLRQV�RI�WDFWL-
FDO�1DYDO�$YLDWRUV�DQG�LQVDQH�IRUPDWLRQ�
VN\GLYHUV�LQFOXGH�³:RUP´�(OPRUH�LQ�
WKHLU�RUDO�WUDGLWLRQ�RI�OHJHQGV��:RUP�
ÀHZ�ZHVW�LQ�0D\�RI������ZKLOH�GR-
LQJ�RQH�RI�WKH�WKLQJV�KH�ORYHG�GRLQJ��
ZKLFK�ZDV�OHDSLQJ�RXW�RI�SHUIHFWO\�JRRG�
DLUSODQHV�IRU�IXQ��

:K\��:RUP"�+H�HDUQHG�WKLV�HQGXU-
LQJ�FDOO�VLJQ�HDUO\�RQ�ZLWK�WKH�6QDNHV�
RI�9$�����ZKHQ�KH�DYDLOHG�KLPVHOI�RI�
7KDQNVJLYLQJ�'LQQHU�DW�ERWK�1DSNLQ�
5LQJ�:DUGURRP�2QH�ZLWK�WKH�%LJ�'RJV�
DQG�'LUW\�6KLUW�:DUGURRP�7ZR�ZLWK�XV�
JUHDW�XQZDVKHG��7KLV�PLJKW�KDYH�JRQH�
XQQRWLFHG�EXW�IRU�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�KH�ZDV�
DVWRXQGHG�QRW�WR�KDYH�DQ\�IHOORZ�WDNHUV��
6R�:RUP��VKRUW�IRU�³7DSHZRUP´�LW�ZDV�

$V�D�SRZHUOHVV�)1*�/7-*�LQ�P\�
¿UVW�ÀHHW�VTXDGURQ��,�ZDWFKHG�DQG�
OHDUQHG�IURP�VOLJKWO\�VHQLRU�:RUP�DV�
KH�FRQVLVWHQWO\�PDQDJHG�WR�EDJ�JRRG�
GHDO�ÀLJKWV��6LQFH�,�RFFXSLHG�QXPHURXV�
6/'2�SRVLWLRQV��WKH�¿UVW�WKLQJ�,�OHDUQHG�
IURP�KLP�ZDV�WR�JHW�LQWR�WKH�0DLQ-
WHQDQFH�'HSDUWPHQW�DQG�WKH�WHVW�KRS�
EXVLQHVV��,�FRXOGQ¶W�GR�DQ\WKLQJ�DERXW�
QRW�EHLQJ�D�IHOORZ�K\SHUWK\URLG��EXW�,�
GLG�OHDUQ�WR�FDPS�DURXQG�WKH�6TXDGURQ�
'XW\�2I¿FHU�DV�PXFK�DV�SRVVLEOH�IRU�
SRS�XS�EDJJLQJ�SRVVLELOLWLHV��6WLOO��,�
DOZD\V�VHHPHG�WR�FDPS�DW�:RUP¶V�VL[�
LQ�WKH�ÀLJKW�WLPH�DQG�WUDS�UDFHV��ZKLFK�
ZHUH�WKH�RQO\�WLPHV�KH�ZRXOG�DGPLW�WR�
VHHLQJ�PH�WKHUH��6LQFH�KH�HQGHG�XS�DV�
\RXQJHVW�PHPEHU�RI�WKH�*UDQG�&OXE�RI�
WKRXVDQG�WUDS�DYLDWRUV�DV�DQ�/&'5��,�
FRQFHGH�GHIHDW�

%XW�MXVW�EHLQJ�DURXQG�:RUP�ZDV�
JRRG�IRU�EDJJLQJ��:KHQ�,�LQVXOWHG�D�
9)����/&'5�'RXEOH�'HPRQ�¿JKWHU�
SLORW�DW�D�FRFNWDLO�SDUW\��:RUP�DUUDQJHG�
D�VSHFLDO�WZR�YHUVXV�WZR�$&0�KRS�
RII�WKH�VKLS�WKDW�LQFOXGHG�WKH�LQVXOWHU�

DQG�KLPVHOI��$QG�ZKHQ�9$����WXUQHG�
LQ�RXU�SHUIHFWO\�JRRG�$��(V�DQG�ZHQW�
DFURVV�WKH�KDOO�WR�DWWHQG�$��$�1$02��,�
VWD\HG�LQ�9$����DV�DQ�LQVWUXFWRU��6LQFH�
WKH�6QDNHV�ZHUH�ZLWKRXW�DLUSODQHV�DQG�
YRLG�IRU�WKLV�SHULRG��,�WUDQVSRUWHG�:RUP�
DQG�IHOORZ�6QDNHV�DURXQG�LQ�WKH�7$����
:KHQ�WKHLU�QHZ�$��$V�VKRZHG�XS��,�
ERXQFHG�WKHP�XQPHUFLIXOO\��:KHQ�,�
ZDV�RIIHUHG�WKH�FKDQFH�WR�À\�ZLWK�WKHP��
LW�ZDV�:RUP��QDWXUDOO\��WKDW�,�ÀHZ�ZLWK��

:RUP�ZDV�D�OHJHQGDU\�/DQGLQJ�
6LJQDO�2I¿FHU��%HVLGHV�À\LQJ�WZR�IXOO�
FUXLVHV�ZLWK�:RUP��,�VSHQW�PDQ\�KRXUV�
EDFN�RQ�WKH�SODWIRUP�ZLWK�KLP�DQG�
IHOORZ�VTXDGURQ�/62��:HHG��ZDWFK-
LQJ�WKHP�ZDYH��/DWHU�RQ��ZKHQ�,�ZRXOG�
SRS�LQWR�1$6�&HFLO�RQ�FURVV�FRXQWULHV�
LQ�P\�5HVHUYH�&UXVDGHU��,�JRW�WR�EDJ�
WLPH�LQ�9$���¶V�7$��V�ZLWK�:RUP��
2Q�RQH�RFFDVLRQ��ZH�SRSSHG�LQWR�WKH�
SDWWHUQ�DW�:KLWHKRXVH��&HFLO¶V�RXWO\LQJ�
ERXQFH�¿HOG��$IWHU�IRXU�SDVVHV��,�ZDV�
RQ�¿QDO�ZKHQ�:RUP�VKRRN�WKH�VWLFN�
DQG�WRRN�WKH�DLUSODQH��'RZQ�WKH�JOLGH�
SDWK�ZH�FDPH�XQWLO�ZH�ZHUH�LQ�FORVH��
7KHQ��:RUP�GURSSHG�WKH�OHIW�ZLQJ�DQG�
KHDGHG�GLUHFWO\�DW�WKH�/62�FDUW��$W�WKH�
ODVW�PRPHQW��KH�FREEHG�WKH�SRZHU�DQG�
ZH�SURFHHGHG�WR�FOHDQ�XS�DQG�OHDYH�WKH�
SDWWHUQ��$IWHU�D�YHU\�ORQJ�PLQXWH��WKH�
/62¶V�VTXHDN\�YRLFH�FDPH�XS�DQG�D[HG�
LW�ZH�NQHZ�ZKDW�KHDUW�WDVWHG�OLNH«

1R�PDWWHU�ZKDW�:RUP�VHHPHG�WR�GR��
KH�PDQDJHG�WR�ERXQFH�LQWR�FRFNSLWV��
+H�OHIW�WKH�1DY\�IRU�D�VWLQW�ZLWK�7:$��
ZKHUH�KH�PDQDJHG�WR�JHW�IXUORXJKHG��
6RPHKRZ��KH�IRXQG�D�MRE�DV�2,1&�RI�D�
96)�GHWDFKPHQW�À\LQJ�$��V�EDFN�LQ�WKH�
1DY\��ZKHUH�KH�VWD\HG�XQWLO�7:$�KDG�
WKH�JRRG�JUDFHV�WR�FDOO�KLP�EDFN�WR�GULY-
LQJ�PDQ\�PRWRUV�

$QG�VR�LW�ZHQW��2WKHUV�FDQ�EHWWHU�WHOO�
DERXW�À\LQJ�0DUFKHWWL�WZR�VHDWHUV�IRU�
¿JKWHU�SLORW�ZDQQDEHHV�DW�$LU�&RPEDW�
86$��$QG�:RUP�QDWXUDOO\�HQGHG�XS�

EHLQJ�WKH�PDLQ�SLORW�IRU�WKH�$��&�LP-
PDFXODWHO\�UHVWRUHG�E\�D�IHOORZ�6QDNH¶V�
FRPSDQ\�

:RUP�GLG�HYHU\WKLQJ�ZLWK�D�PD[L-
PXP�RI�MR\�DQG�HQWKXVLDVP��$W�DLUVKRZV�
ZLWK�WKH�$��&��KH�ZDV�NQRZQ�DV�WKH�(WHU-
QDO�7HHQDJHU��,�DP�TXLWH�VXUH�WKDW�KLV�IHO-
ORZ�LQVDQH�VN\GLYLQJ�SDOV�UHPDLQ�LQ�DZH�
DW�KLV�VRPH�������SDUDFKXWH�MXPSV��ZKLFK�
LQFOXGHG����MXPSV�RQ�KLV���WK�ELUWKGD\�

Worm really loved his  
Skyhawk Ventures A-4C.  
Photo via Dave Dollarhide.
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:RUP�ZDV�DOVR�WKH�JOXH�WKDW�KHOG�XV�
9$����VTXDGURQ�PDWHV�WRJHWKHU�WKURXJK�
WKH�\HDUV��+H�ZDV�DOZD\V�LQ�WKH�PLGGOH�
RI�RUJDQL]LQJ�RXU�IUHTXHQW�UHXQLRQV��+H�
GLG�VSHFLDO�WKLQJV�OLNH�EULQJLQJ�XV�DOO�
WRJHWKHU�IRU�D�VXUSULVH�ELUWKGD\�SDUW\�
IRU�D�VTXDGURQ�ZLIH�ZKR�ZDV�G\LQJ�RI�
FDQFHU��+H�PDGH�VXUH�WKDW�WKH�VTXDG-
URQ�ZLGRZV�DQG�PDQ\�RI�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ�
ZHUH�LQFOXGHG�LQ�WKH�VTXDGURQ��:RUP�

ZDV�DOZD\V�MXVW�D�SKRQH�FDOO�DZD\�IURP�
DQ\RQH�KH�IHOW�QHHGHG�LW��:H�6QDNH�YHWV�
ZLOO�PLVV�KLP�

:RUP¶V�PHPRULDO�VHUYLFH�ZRXOG�
KDYH�VXLWHG�KLP��+LV�IULHQGV�IURP�HYHU\�
YHQXH�JRW�WR�WHOO�:RUP�VWRULHV��7KHUH�
ZDV�D�VSRW�SDUDFKXWLVW�DQG�D�PLVVLQJ�
PDQ�À\RYHU�E\�WKH�'UHDPODQG�6TXDG-
URQ��1HDU�WHHWRWDOHU�:RUP�ZRXOGQ¶W�
KDYH�PLQGHG�WKH�ERWWOH�WKDW�JRW�SDVVHG�

DURXQG�WKH�FLUFOH��$QG��IRU�WKH�UHFRUG��
7XQLWD�DQG�,�WRVVHG�RXU�QLFNHOV�RQ�WKH�
JUDVV��

:RUP�ZLOO�DOZD\V�EH�DURXQG�DV�ORQJ�
DV�SHRSOH�WHOO�:RUP�VWRULHV��,�WKLQN�WKDW�
ZLOO�EH�D�ORQJ�WLPH��&HUWDLQO\�DV�ORQJ�DV�
ZH�KDYH�%OXH�6NLHV�

<3�
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Skyhawk Association

:LQWHU�����������-RXUQDO

9ROXPH������1XPEHU��

-RLQ�E\�PDLO� Send payment in US funds to:
Skyhawk Association
�����&OXEVLGH�'U�
Beavercreek, OH 45431-2503

New _______ Years

Renewal $______ Total Enclosed

Join

Referred By _____________________________________________________________________

the Skyhawk Association and get a free patch

Order additional patches
1R�ÁLJKW�VXLW�MDFNHW�VKRXOG�EH�ZLWKRXW�RQH�RI�

WKHVH�RXWVWDQGLQJ�SDWFKHV��$GGLWLRQDO�TXDQWLWLHV�
PD\�EH�SXUFKDVHG�IRU�������HDFK�����IRU�QRQ�
PHPEHUV��SOXV����SRVWDJH��E\�VHQGLQJ�\RXU�FKHFN�
RU�PRQH\�RUGHU��QR�FUHGLW�FDUGV�\HW��VRUU\��SD\DEOH�
WR�6N\KDZN�$VVRFLDWLRQ�DORQJ�ZLWK�\RXU�QDPH�
DGGUHVV�DQG�PHPEHUVKLS�QXPEHU��IRXQG�RQ�\RXU�
FDUG��WR�

Skyhawk Patch
�����&OXEVLGH�'ULYH
Beavercreek, OH  45431

2QH�RI�WKHVH�RXWVWDQGLQJ�SDWFKHV�ZLOO�EH�LQFOXGHG�ZLWK�HDFK�new�PHPEHUVKLS��:DQW�PRUH�WKDQ�RQH�SDWFK" 
�:KR�GRHVQ·W"��6HH�RUGHULQJ�LQIR�DW�OHIW�

0HPEHUVKLSV�DUH��1 year  - $30������)RUHLJQ�
 3 Years - $75������)RUHLJQ��LQ�86�IXQGV�

YES, Sign me up!�6HQG�P\�SDWFK�DQG�PHPEHUVKLS�PDWHULDOV�WR�

Name  _________________________________________________________________________

$GGUHVV��BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB

City __________________________________State _________  Zip ________________________

3KRQH�BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB�(�PDLO�BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB

&DOO�VLJQ�QLFNQDPH�BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB$���KRXUV�BBBBBBBB�� $���7UDSV�BBBBBBBBBB

6N\KDZN�6TXDGURQV���BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB

New Member? Like to Have Some Back Issues of The A-4Ever?
,I�\RX�DUH�D�QHZ�PHPEHU�DQG�ZRXOG�OLNH�WR�H[WHQG�\RXU�FROOHFWLRQ�RI�7KH�$��(YHU��FRSLHV�DUH�DYDLODEOH�IRU�DOO�EDFN�LV-

VXHV�EHJLQQLQJ�ZLWK�)DOO�������9RO�����1R������([WUD�FRSLHV�PD\�EH�SXUFKDVHG�IRU�������SHU�LVVXH��LQFOXGLQJ�VKLSSLQJ�DQG�
KDQGOLQJ��GRPHVWLF�DGGUHVVHV�RQO\��
&RQWDFW��%RE�+LFNHUVRQ�DW�VD�MRXUQDO�HGLWRU#D�VN\KDZN�RUJ�
RU�PDLO�WR��� %RE�+LFNHUVRQ��
� � �����%DOFRQHV�'ULYH���
� � )UHGHULFNVEXUJ��7;�������

3D\PHQW�PD\�EH�PDGH�ZLWK�SHUVRQDO�FKHFN�RU� 
ZLWK�3D\3DO�������E\�YLVLWLQJ�ZZZ�D�VN\KDZN�RUJ�� 
6RUU\��ZH�DUH�QR�ORQJHU�DFFHSWLQJ�FUHGLW�FDUGV�

%DFN�LVVXHV�IURP�)DOO�������9RO�����1R�����WR�6SULQJ�������9RO�����1R�����DUH�DYDLODEOH��
H[FHSW�IRU�WKH�IROORZLQJ�LVVXHV��������������������������DQG��������7KH�VWRFN�RI�VRPH�LVVXHV�
LV�YHU\�OLPLWHG��VR�DFW�IDVW��&KHFN�RXW�WKH�LQGH[�LQ�WKLV�LVVXH�WR�VHH�ZKLFK�FRSLHV�\RX�QHHG�

Note: if you have ordered back issues at the regular price in the last 90 days,  
email the editor for a special deal!

$2
Per Issue

(minimum order of three)
postage included! 

(domestic only)

The Editorial Staff is Cleaning House!
  Back Issues of The A-4Ever on Sale!


