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Skyhawks fly Brazil’s CVN-76 Christened on
fist carrier ops Reagans’ anniversary

Forty seven years after her firss flight. the  Mrs. Reagan chrislened the USS Ronald
mighty Little Skyhawk is still making msval  Reagan on their 29th wedding anniversary at
aviation history. Newport News Shipbuilding on March 4th.
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Photo story on page 8

Crash kills RNZAF
Skyhawk pilot

Royal New Zenland Air Force Squadron
Leuder Murmay Neilson, 37, was Killed when
his A-K Skvhawk crashed near 1IMAS
Albatross, Australia on February 161h
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On the IMC

ecently. while on a
“Daddy, let's po look m
colleges™ wip, 1 drove my

daughzer through the wine counsry
of nontbern Califomin, Given that jt
was oaly vesterdzy that [ could
hold her nnd her adornble smile in
one hand, and given my fondness
for northern Culifornia, it was n
delightful journey. It was also a
joumney of strong memones. | had
been in these hills before, and

: . . : passing through valleys flush with
President James “Jim-8ob” Moriarty the faint scent of spring | was filled
with nostalgia, remembening my

lissttripto Snn Francisco,

2 &

It was the summer of 1967. The smell of flowers was in the
air. There were other smells, too, Home on leave from my first
tour in Vietnam. ms an electroncs fechnician serving with
VMA-Z11 in Chu Lai, [ spent my 20 days free lime traveling
across the country. Just prior to returnang to Vietnam, us | wis
coming through the Portlind airport to make connections to San
Francisco, | met n young Navy LTJG, who had just completed
flighs traming with my brother. I'm an mentical twin, und the
LTIG, was confused sntil 1 explaimed that | was not the Manne
F== driver Momarty be knew, but mstead his double. Asaclose
relative of o good frend, 1 wis immedialely nccepted as i
compatnot and taken homs for 3 weekend with has lamily,
Before 1 leN for Sun Francisco, the LTIG, gave me the phone
number of'a pood friend of lus who hived there, a yousg English
woman named Bobbse, He pressed me to phone her, offering
assurinces that since [ was virtuslly Kin, | would undoubiedly
be mitle welcome.

Because | was neither an officer nor a pilot, | hesitated to
mzke the call. Still, ihe LTIG. had becn so insistent that, finally.
Lliad, Tt was one ofthe bettee decitions I've made in my life. My
reception was 211 that had been promised. Bobbie and her friend
Arnn invited me into their home, giving me their couch to slecp
om anid treating me 35 il [ were a distant but beloved relation,

Given that my country splurged by paying me an eye-popping
5212 per month (although also gratuitously allowing me
another $30 per month to seeve o4 a target. and yet another $50
per month 1 serve as an acrial warpez). lowering my food and
housing cxpenses sounded GREAT. Meeting new fricnds
becameicing onthe cake.

As 1 got 1o know Bobbie and Ann better, I bocame very fond
of them both. Buz | developed n special affection for Bobbic.
Her geent love, and ber finncd, was a Navy A4 pilot then
senving onthe Bon Homme Richurd oft Yankece station. Huving
servied with an A2 squadron, [ knew how the pilots loved their
alrcraft, But what ! lenraed trom Bobbic and Annwas how tight
knit the relationships were among all of the A-4 “family,” and
the deep atfection telt by the peeple who loved the pilots who
flew the A—=. Suffice it to soy. once I was acoepted into the fold,
o matler how mongrelized the background by which | had
amived, | felt a loved and valued member of the “A—4 family.™
Bobbee, Ann, und 1 exchanged letters for the remsainder of my
eventunl three toars in Vietnam, and so it was that one day |
received amessoge lrom Bobbie nnnouncing thather fiancé had
been shot down over Nonhk Vietmam and captured. | feht
Bobbie's enormoss sense of loss. As a member of the extended
“A== fimly,” | grieved along with her. When | retumned from
Vietnam and entened mmy new life, Bobbi and 1 lost touch, But |
have never forgotten her, o her well-deve semg of
community for exch and every A-2 relited mdividual. Most of
all, 1 kave mever forgotten her devotion to and affection for her
lost hove.

Bobbie later married another atlack pilot, a Navy A-7 pilot,
but 1 suspect, given the depth of her feclmgs, that she never
really got over her, and mdeed our, losy, 1ts still hard today for
me 1o think of ocr beloved A<ds amd not think as well abost
those coussgedus young pilos who risked, and in many cases
gave up, so much 1o cary 0wt their 2ssigned missions. So, for
Bobbie, wherever she may he: We still love you today, aad will
remember both you and your young pilol, always.
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SecNav approves transfer of
Skyhawk to Collings Foundation

By Rick Harris
Collings Foundation

It was reported in the Fall 2000 newsletter by Skyhnwk
Association Presidenmt Jim Monary that Congress had
approved the trassfer of a flvable Skyhawk 1o the Collings
Foundation. The transfer legislation was signed into lsw o
October 30, 2000. The foundztion immediately began working
with the Navul Serickea Alreraft Office on the selection of 3
suitable aircrafi.

Originally. it was hoped that we would have sccess 1o one of
VT-T's recently retired aircrafi This was not to be. The
loundation was soon notified by the Stricken Aircraft Office
thatall of VT-7's aircraft were being held cither in war reserve
stitus, or for foreign military sales. A new search was begun by
idennfying anew bist of candidate airframes. [ndividual aireran
records were inspected and tben, as the list was redoced. we
inspecied the finalist airframes first hand. After several fnlse
stiris, a Naval Test Pilot School aircraft was sposed inthe loag
line ot VT-7, VT-22, und VT-25 alreraft,

Upon cxamination of the aircraft’s maintenance records and a
firsthand aitframe inspection, it was determined that BuNo
153524 was THE aircraft. Having Jogged only 6,500 hours on
the akrfrime versas the 11,000. 12,000 hours comed by the rest
ofthe TA- fleet, it has ample service life Jefl on it for extended
miscum flight operations.

On December 4, 2000 the Secretary of the Navy approved the
transfer of BuNo 133524 1o the Collings Foendaton,

In the ongmal release by your
President reganding the ullimate
peint scheme to be carried by the
aireraft, he stated that he “pleaded
for Navy colors,™ Those panticular
pleadings were extremely low key
and were accompanicd by several
renditions ofthe Marine Hymn

In owler w set the recond
straight. the colors selected were

picked for one reason. The Gessas, Fenadation ghptd

foundstion 1= known for being

historically accurate when applying markiags 10 ite nircrafl,
The foendation’s F-21) Phantom carries the cxact markings
carried on the Mhastom flown by Steve Ritckie the day be and
Chuck DeBellvue got their fifth kill and the B-2< and B-17
carry accurate markings from WWII, The only sustained
combat uie of the TA-4 waus by the st FAC H&EMS 11
Playboys. This is the sole neson the Manne colors were
selected, The Playboy's call sign dates back to WWIL, and in
Viet Nam they performed their missions in the best traditions of
the Comps,

The foundstion continees to work with the Navy <o that we
may begin the retum-to-service inspections. [t is hoped the
mitinl move from AMARC to Houston will have been
completed by the time this gocs 1o press.

Fisittheirwebsiteat: www.cfwestnet

Skyhawk uNo | 53524 was origically built os a TA-SF attks
Doaglas Airceaft plant at El Sepunde, Califormis. The sircrall
was buill 23 past of the secomd block of teo-seat “F™s and was
delivered tothe U. S, Navy in 1968,

After scocptance flights, 153524 began it's operational flying
carcer with Marine Air Group 4], Its duties with the MAG group
arcunclesrat this time. After s iniis! MAG ssignment. records
indecale that il was assigned to the Naval Test Pilot School at
Paxruxens River, Maryland, and remained there for the rat of as
SCIVICE careet.

The Skyhawk was ssed for n variety of missions, though s
primary @s¢ was as a syllabus aireraft for test pilot students. The
schoo| uses inEny different ssremf for student evilluation, snd
153524 was onc of 1hosc aircraft. Later in its career it was sed 1o
carry an instrurment package to recond viirioas [ight profiles.

During its carcer 133324 was refimed as a “J" model alreraf
This modification incheded removal of the naviattack hombing

did, however, petiin its more powerful Pratt nnd Whitney 152 P8
engine with 3300]bs of thrust. [n 1593 this Skvhawk uederwent
major maintczance at Cherry Point amd received sumerous
upgrades. Une of these upgmdes involved replacing the original
wing withanewer“M" mode] wing.

1524524 wan subreguenily retimsed 1o Pax River nnd remained
there until August, 1994. It was a1 this time thera sersous effort
was beizg nmade to replace the TA=S with tbe T45 Goshawk,

In Avzust 19592, 133322 was officially stricken from the Nsval
mventory nnd scat 10 AMARC, Davis-Monthan AFB, Tucson,
Arrzons (o sorage.

In Octoher 2000, a Congressional Actwas passed as part of the
Defense Authorization of 2001, 1o release one TA«d aircruft for
flight presenation to the Collings Foundation Skyhswk
BuNp. 133524 was the sircraft wltimately selecied by the
foundstean, 2nd Secrstary of the Navy Richard Danzig autho-
rized transferon Docember4, 2000.
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International

Skyhawks fly first carrier ops
in Brazil’s naval aviation history

News

Story and photos
contributed by
Bill Sowars

. i =

This Skyhaak mase $ lirst catzoult launch in Brazian naval aviation ristary on 18 January 20. Retrag |

S. Navy oiScer Bill Sowers (lower left comer in photo al right) was the catapult officer,

Forty seven years after her first flight, the mighty
Skyhawk ix stll making naval aviarion history. Five
Americans led launch and recovery operations from
the NAel Minaes Giraise (ex HMS Vengeance). Bill
Sewers recounis the first lasnch,

Flightdeck work was never work forme, only fun.

I was surprised when they called and asked i T would like
0 20 0N 4 one time mission and teach them how to launch
nirplanes off an old catapult,

I asked if they knew that I was 60 years old and the
response was I didn’t ask how old you are, I asked if you
could doiL." I'sazd, “hell ves" and leti three days later,

The BS-4 catapult had not shot an airplane in 40 years. The
interlock circutt was non existent and there was no ralchet
and pawl protection. After about 40-50 no loads 1 was surc
Lhat § could get one shot off and, if need be, pull the spears
back with a tractor for the second one. To my joy the old
Jigeersystem worked well and it was not needed

The all American boy bridle armester was not used. Kay
and Assaciates had earlier decided o use throw-aways,

The lincar launch valves were coatrolled by the old
adjustable carrot instead of metering rods and the dry steam
receivers had excellent druins. (I was concerned about water
collection reducing steam volume),

I'bere were rumors that the eylinders may collapse and jam
the spears, After precautionary no-loads and study of the
dead-load program, 1 was convinced I could get off at Jeast
one shot.

There was no Catapult Officer station. the deck edge hishis
were inoperative, und there were no wind direction or speed
gauges. | estzblished 2 elose mpport with Lhe non Enghsh
speaking catzpult captain and had him be my eyes for all the
sensors, | used the ship’s Mlags for wind direction and trusted
the Captain and air boss to give me the WOD,

The launch bulletins were a lizle different than ours, and in
Porugucse, but they sufficed afier slight modification,

The A4 test pilot from Lockheed was great. He wi
concerned about the shot as it was only a 130 ¢t with
power stroke less than that. We discussed his anticipate
first shot atlength and decided 1o give him the benefitofth
doubt and loaded the bullctin for a 20 knot excess.

We practiced hook ups and suspends unti! it was secon
nature, and also determined the hold back location. [ coul
not read the brass elongation indicitors so the crew remove
the access plale and shined them cvery moming. Try th
with our Navy,

On 18 Jan 2001 we made the first cat shot in the history (
the Navy of Braail. It was near 100 degrees F. and T mad
wind corrections for temperamre and ¢longation.

The moment of truth hud come. We went to first ready an
heoked him up, followed quickly by stand by and fire. Wh
a greal sight it was to se¢ him soar gracefully into the air.

The catapult shot 10 knoss faster than | had anticipated an
the opportunily to back offim our exccss was available

After discussion with the pilot, we decided 10 leay
everything as it was because, underthese circumstances. th
pilot was just along for the nde until he got out from the shi
a considerzble distance. We thought this would be to &1
advantage when the Brazalian and Argentine pilos too
e turn.

We launched the Amenican ten tmes to prove that a
opetations could be done on this vld <hip, and then followe
with § more shols for the three Brazilian and one Argentin
pilot. One of the Brazilian pilots got an extra shot.

It was a greal fecling of accomplishment for the Brazilia
aavy, and they were intensely proud of joining the worl
oftack carmier nations. | was a cclebrated hero and the
Admiral stated that “on this duy Brazilian Navy Aviartio
history was bom.” A great day for them and their country.

They were not nearly as proud as 1 was. For 2 60 vear ol
man to have this opportunily once again was one of th
preatest feelings ofmy life

Sayhawk New



Wintar, 2001

Ninth Nimitz class carrier
christened on the Reagans’
49th wedding anniversary

Tep Left In May 1956, Neaparl News Shipbulding Crairman and C20 84
FriCiks presarsac a model of the ship 1o President and Mrs. Rzagan.

Tap Right: Arast rendering of CYN-76, \When R Is commissioned in 2003, £
wil Gethe most modern and ssphisticatad arcralt camisr inme word. Ris 1,002
feet long, and will b2 home 10 6,000 sallors, cary mors ™han B0 svcra® and
cusenecassof 30 oots

Aove Lefl: Presicest Georpe W. Bush nas B priscpdl speaier for the
chrstenng of T2 alnh Memiz-class eI Camiér, USS Ronaic Reagan, &t
Kewport News Shipbuiing in Newpot News, Virgnia

AbOve Right Presigast Gaorpd W. Bush aad Newpon News Shipbalding
Charman and CEQ B Fricks look on as Mrs. Ronalg Reagan brasks the
Inational bottie of champagne aganst the ship’s hull and chisens The ship in
hix husband's ram2 o0 Sunday. March &th, the Reagans' 49th wedding
ARTSATY .

March1938: Sxcweexs after e ko was ad

Juni 1893: Corstruction steacly continyes

Warch 2000. The bow i lowerad omo the bull. The Reagan is te first Nmitz-
Ci2ss carrxe lo receive the néw DUDCUS Sow deugn, whlch InCronses hull
efSciency and reduces dr2g. Tha new bow, which adds 35 K. to the ship's
ungierwater lengi, willba used an CVN- 77, and may be a retro-fit change for ab
Nirvitz carriars during overhaul and refoeiing

NovemGer 2000: The 850-ton island house IS Ied anto tha carmiar dack. This
NEw dosion has rew MAsIs, Néw aMennae arrangemant, 3nd A néw outoard

reznnns 2lsvatn
Weapons sievator Photos canrtesy Nowpart News $hiptsilding

rn
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Crash kills RNZAF Skyhawk pilot

Royal New Zealand Air Foree Squadmon Leader
Murrey Neilson, was killed whea his A-4K Skvhawk,
NZ6211, crashed ncar HMAS Albatross, Australia on

February 16th.The

was practicing for an air
show at Avalon near
Mclbournc.

Wedlson was in the lead aireraft of a "plugged barrel
roll” manouevre in which the second aireraftis plugged
into the leader’s extended refucling drogue, Early
reports indicated thae the aireratt &ziled to recover from
the manouevre and crashed into o thickly wooded area
before he could gject. The second aircraft pulled out just
micicrs above the trees, after Squadron Leader Neilson
apparcatly yelled s wamniag over hisradlo.

A """r T plL 1 I "'klt'._. ,_,__

RNZAF spokeswoman, Pilot Officer Karen Hill, said
the crash occurred about 1km from the control fower at
Roval Australian Navy base HMAS Albatross at
Nowra, where No, 2 Squadron is based.

Australian Navy Chief Petty Officer lan Williams,
who lives on the base smd, | heard the whemp. | new struight
awny what happened. A sad day.™

Squadron Leader Neilson, a 13- yeor veteran in the RNZAF,
is survived by his wifc Sandrn und two doughters, nges 6 and ¥
He had been commanding ofticer of the squadron at Nowra
since 19953,

The Neilsons were Lo have celebrated their 12th wedding
anniversary and his 38th birthday on Febreary 18th. Their two
daughters hind made him 2 birthday cake. That night, the family
ate the cake without himat their home nearthe hase st Nowra

“We'll have that for hin, e would have wanmed us 10wt
down and enjoy it. That's the way be was," his wifle said.

Mrs. Neilson said she understood his passion for flying when
she mamed him twelve vears ago. She willingly relocated from
their bome in Wellingtoa, N7, to the RNZAF basc at Ohakeca.
and then 1o Australia in 1998 when he assumed command of
No. 2 Squadron.

“l koew what | was getting mysell’ into, He ded doing
something he loved, " she said,

His fellow palots echoed that feeling ac they celebrated his
birthday at theoflicers' messat Nowra,

No. 7% Squadron Wing Commander Nick Osborne broughs
six of their Skyhawks from Ohakea two days ahead of their
scheduled exercise with the Australian Navy so they could
witch Australia’shiggestairshow.

Wing Commander Osbome s2id Squadron Leader Neilsoa
waited o practice the plugged barrel roll until they amived, This
manovevre has been a erowd-pleasing feamure of RNZAF
Skyhawk air show displays for many years.

He watched horrified as the Skyhawk failed to recover, taking
his former student and friend to his death. Osbome taught
Neilsonto {1y jets thirteen years ago.

Osborne sald Neilson wos very professional and it was
“unbelicvable™ that e coudd crash.

“Muz was reslly well liked, He was down to carth aad got o2
with the pilots and basc personncl. He was born to be a fighter

ANZAF Souadron Leadar Murray Neilsan, 37, was fyng a S
10 this near HWMAS Albatross, Asstralia on February 1620,

kyhawk smiar

piloL He was what the Australians call a Tiger. He kad
controlled aggression.™

Osbome was commanding officer of No. 2 Squulron hefore
Netlson, and he has temponirily sssumead command of hoth No.
2and No, 78 Squadrona.

Esch year the two squadrons gather at Nowra o celebeate
Halrangl Day (New Zealand Day) and thank their Australian
hosts with New Zealand beer, wine and Aargi (food).

RNZAF canceled their air show appearance, but did
participate in the week-long Ocean Protector excseise with the
Ausmalian Navy as planned RNZAF personnel were given
time oft to arend a full military memorial Febmuary 21 m
Nowta.

Funeral at Ohakea

On February 23rd, a funeral service for Squadron Leader
Neilson was held nt RNAZAF Base Ohaken in the bungar of
No. 75 Squadron,

Defense Minister Mark Burton, top Defense officials,
RNZAF officers, and Australian military personnel were
nmoag the seven hundred in attendunce. After a eulogy at the
hangar, a benediction was held at the base chapel. Volleys were
fired and n baglersounded Last Post,

Departing from the base, the RNZAF Band Jad the heane,
Neilson’s widow und children, and the honor ge=nd down an
ivenue lined with saluting Air Force personnel,

Ina finnl tnbute, thres Maccha jet trainers and 2 Jone Skyhawk
roared overbead in the missing man formation ns the procession
passad through the main gate ,

Shykawk Association member RNZAF Flt Spt. Don Simms of
No. 25 Squadron, aod Roval Australien Nevy Chief Petty
Officer fan Williams cortributed to this report. Flr. Spt. Simmy
was afver @ pall bearer for Spuadron Leader Nellon.,

Siyhavak Nown



RNZAF continues
crash investigation

Skyhawk flight ops unaffected

Monday 12 March, 2001

The investigation into the Skyhawk
crash in which Squadron Leader
Murray Neilsea lost his hife on 16
February 2001 continues, The RNZAF
investigation team has completed its
work it the sitc of the accident (right) at
Nowra and has returned 1o New
Zealand tocollate its report.

Some engine components from the
accident have been sent 1o an
Austrolizn matesinls laboratory for
deniled znalysis in order to determine
engine performance and condition
immediately prior to the ncaadent, The
results of that apalysis will be
comiderad by the investigating team alongside witness accounts, data
collected from the second amerafl and the detailed on-scene mvestiga-
tion

The team expecls o present its findings 1o Air Commodone John
Hamilton, the Air Officer Commuanding RNZAF A Command, in
Apnl.

“Although the investigation is not yet complete, nothing has been
found 1o indicate that there is any problem with the iategrity of the
aircraft as a flect and which would prechude continued flying opera-
tioas,” Air Commodore Hamilton waid,

The terms of reference for the investigation team are full and inclade
investigating the circumsianses surmounding the accident, determining
the cause or causes of the aceident and sseertaining if orders. instnue-
tioas and procedurcs were complicd with, The tcam also has the
authority to investigate other mamers that appear relevanst to the
accident and are expacted to draw out a number of causal factors and
make recommendations. RNZAF exccutives will consider those
findings and recommendations in duc courss. The findiags or a
statement summarizing the findings will not be released 10 the public
before the RNZAF has had the ime to consider the implications fully.

hesp/fwwntaleforce. mil nz horge ingenmews. im

Politics, budget cuts
threaten NZ air defense

Prime Minister denies end of Nowra
pact will kill air combat role, Skyhawks

Wednesday, 28 February, 2001

According 1o New Zzaland newspaper
fhe Dominforn, New Zealand Prime
Minister Helen Clark doesn’t expest the
transtasman Nowrn agreement to be
rencwed. The pact between Anstraliz and
New Zenland provides for the deployment
ol RNZAYF No. 2 Squadron to Nowra in o
irainmg 7ole with the Australian Navy, It
had been believed by many to be the job
that would save the Skyhawk.

Miss Clark suid it was her understasding
thot the Australian Air Force would
provade its own areraft (the British BAe
Hawk) for the job when the Nowra
agreemenl expines later this year.

She said, "Defense has run into very sertous cost escalation,
particularly the drop in the doller in the |=t year,” bul the decision
reduce Skyhawk operntions should not be taken to mean that they will
bechminated.

National delease spokesman Max Dradford seemed less than
convinced. “The govermment i< starving the New Zealand Air Fores
into the groand. It shauld be honrest with this force’s men and women
and tell them tharibey are going to sceap the Skyhawks,"

Defense Chicf Air Marshall Carcy Adamson ssid the Cabinet was
foreed into the reductions by severe financial strain on the Defence

Hi ¥ Tl

Prma Mmstar Cark

The RNZAF was allotted NZS233 million this year to My 4,428
Skyhawk hours. This funding was for deployment of ten airerafl from
New Zealand, and six suationed in Australia o provide air defense
waining for the Audtralias Navy.

Retired Marshall Robin Klitscher. defense spokesman for Retumed
Services Association, was not surprised by the speading cuts, He said
the lazest action was one step short of abandoning New Zealand's air
strike capability.

Breaking News
Two Skyhawk mishaps in two days

20 March 2001
Ohakea, New Zealand

Bad luck continues to dog RNZAF Skyhawk squadrons. Two
scparnte incidents resulted in damage to one Skyhawk and the loss of
unother.

In the first incident on March 1#h, o Skyhawk from No. 75
Squadron at Ohakea AFB repontedly clipped a power line with its il
ncar Murchison. The pilot diversed 1o Woodboumme AFB near

Wintor, 2001

Bleaheim and landed sefely.

It 1ok firctightons an bour nad a lalf to extinguish a grass fire ignited
by the snapped cables.

Pamicipating in training cxcrciscs with the Australian Navy on
March 20th, Flr.Lz Phillip Bames of No. 2 Squadron, escapad injury
after his Skyhawk crashed into the sea 90NM westof Perth. Hegjected
salely ond was rescued by helicopiter.

Bothincidents were under investigation atthe time of this report.

Prime Mindster Helen Clark admits the Skyhawks are old but sy
repors indicate they ore good until atleast 2008

Defense spokesman Max Bradford thinks otherwisc and savs the
three accidents indicate the Skvhawks are unsafe and shoold have beea
replaced with F16s.
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The winter Skylvawk Association Board of Directors ineeting was For almest 30 years, thousends eamed their “Wings of Gold" upoa
field In Corpus Chirissl, Texas, Before the mecting yome of the hes deck from 1962 until she was decommissioned in Nosember,
afficers and directors touredthe USS Lexington. 1991. Less than a yeur kater in, October 1992, she began a new career

in Corpus Christi as the Museum On The Bay.

The Essex class USS Lexington, was commussioned tn 1943 and Entening the ship on the bangar deck is o step back in ume for
pasticipated in nearly every major Pacific operation during World War veterans. Many potice that it still smells the same.” Five sepurate
11, Becnuse ol a non-camoullage blee paint seheme and Tokyo Rose’s self-directed tours of all areas of the ship. fore and aft. top to bottom
repeated and incurrect reposts of bee sinking. the ship came to be show visitors where all hands worked and lived stsca.
known us the *Blue Ghost, ™" Highlights include crew's quarters, galley, engine room, sick bay,
ready rooms. flishrdeck bridee. foc’sle. junior officers’ bunk rooms.
Captain’s quarters, and more. There are exhibits throughout
chroaicling the ship’s history and honoring these who served, and
gave their Tives during Lexington’s forty cight vears of distinguished
service Lo the Fleet, United States, and the world.

The museum s a non-profit organization which receives no federsl,
stute or Jocal tax funding, It is supported entirely by ndmissions,
merchandise sales, special svents, memberships and private grants.
Visit thetr web sate nt: wwniwssleviagion com

Lete Alreraft on display alang the angle dack.

Below Leit The Captain’s chaironthe bridge.

Contar: Tha viow from the Bridos.

Below Right: A Skyhawk “ready” ta iaunch onthe starbozrd catapult.

Phonas by J. C. Rilghe

Sayhaws Neas



Top: Combat Informaton Conter [CIC), Center; The haim
Abova: (Left to night) Skvhawk Association Vice Presdent
John Caldas, Prasident Jim Monarly, and Direclors Jim
Rilchie and Toen Elser. Pros oyl O

Angsl in disguisa. This is a genuinz former Blue Angel £7,
‘which was ligwn by Curt Walson in the 1583 eason (see
inszt). i is exnidited 2s 3 USMC Zircraft 1o henor the two
nissr,rﬁaﬁaﬁu-s whosz names sppear o0 . as well 25 all

other MIAS,

The Lexington is lucky encugh to have not ans, Dz Two
former Blue Angels. Their other is the F2.8T which is
dispiayed as sech on the angle deck (ses phota on page §),
It is o=dicaied w0 former Biue Anpel Bob Rassmussen of the
National Museem of Naval Aviation

BA#7 shoto coussy Blue Angss Aummi 5500

Wimter, 2001

COMBAT, an anthology of 10 novellas. Edited by Stophen
Coonts, A Forge Hook. ISBN 0-312-87190-2

Let's get this out of the wisy nght now: The A-= Skyhawk was the
best military jet airplane ever buill, So, how can a novella named
Styhawks Forever possibly be anything but Sterra Hotel? It's a lock,
cspecially 25 writlen by Bamrett Tillman. where fictional Scooter
drivers get o snivel carrier landings, drop bombs, sink 2 ship, and
kick hiney in dogfights—practically everything that makes life worth
living. Tillman, who truly “knows some

shit™ about the Taslhook Na FI 1 C
p:i'ut'ndl:s nccuntca d::a)i]:‘. u}) S]I?;-y!::‘k y'ng Over

flyiag, carrier landings, and tactics, which me Puresome hits the booke
arc cspocially gratifying 1o the Oscar

Foxtrot Skyhawk drivers asked to peovide some of the [nformation.
There is atwisty ploL =sly BVR Amniamski missile shooter and evil
Commic Chisese. There are manly men and a rightcous
female pilot named “Seooter”™ Vespa, who gets to sink o ship
and get a guns-kill on an un-righteous Homette dnver, For
card-carrying members of the single-seal Maila, the
climatic dogfight sequence is a triumph of the one-pilot,
ohe-cagine, and one-tail gunshngers over shifly missile
shooters. For any Scooter driver that hes ever s in the
suddle with his pipper on the grape du joar, this short novel
will make him want 10 g0 ouland win enother one,
Skyfawks Forever is publishal witk nine other short
novels inan anthology by Stephen Coonts called COMD AT,
One of these days, [ have to read the rest of the book.
= Pursamy Sez

WITH FLYING COLORS - Corfessions of a NavCad,
‘Col. RL. Upchurel. Xtibris Corp, [SBN 01.7358-1426-1

Asall but the youngest Scooter Driver remember, back wn the Misty
Pre-Dawn of History, a2 plucky lad with two years of college and the
requmite number of body pants could sign up for trzining a< a Naval
Aviation Codet (NovCad) and hope to cmcrge somse eiglicen months
later with Golden Wings and shiny Brown Bars, Col. Upchurch was
such a plucky lad. and his memorics of the process will remind
inyone who has ever holsted a book bag by command or enjoyed a
“Screames” instructor that only the details change. For those of us
(hat remeimber the San Carlos Hotel and Trader Jon, as well as many
of the bases and Hying ficlds now closed, his story will bring smiles
of recognition. The book includes a complete account of what
became a fismous audio tape that was made of a “Scrcamer” yelling
over the rudio ot o flight that was made p of instructors substiluting
for stedents and goofing him with great ingenuity. For those of us
used In Irvining wheels on our aircrafi. accounts of taming the wily
tail-dragring SNJ ure fastructive.

The process of eamning Gold Wings was never c2sy. and deing il =
a cadet nkls some Lhnlls not enjoyed by ofticer cadets. [ suspect, that
for mast of us, the best thing about the Training Command fassmrrm =]
was getting the hell out, so there wouldn'tbe someonc inthe |
back seal, grading everything and occasionally tossing | With Flying
kneshoards. But Col, Upchurch seemed to stay positive and Colors
enjoy the happer aspects ol the process. The only srgument
T might have with Cader Upchurch is that he should have
carly on punched out the two acqualntasces that actively
wish him ill throughout the book - the fellow cadet from
back hone actually tries to get him cashiered. Theyall getto
be bads in the end, und the Bad Cadet monts himself on his
Tast flight, 30 there is ultimate symmetry bere.

e A4 -
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VA-45 reunion at Pensacola
October 18-21

Anack Sguadroa Fory-Five (VA-25) will hold a reunion for
sguadion and detschment members of 19681975 Oxtober 18-21, T,
2001, at Pensacola. Florida. Contacs John Paganslli, 2461 West Bay ! ~ink

Shore Drive, Gulf Beeeae, FL 32361, (850)932-9328
pigmy! _& worldnetatnet
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Wings and Hearts of Gold

T

Congratulations to Otto 2nd Johanna Kreeger, who cele-
hirated thelr 20th wedding nnniversary February 25ih,

Have Skyhawk,
Will Travel

Formar VA-23 Black Knight Bob
Ammann has tzkan 1o ezt the
$ogan once emblazonad upon
sqeadron matchbooks.
An old high school frisnd of
Sob'd painted a murd of Blagk
Sloynawks at 522 an the
Back of his motor bome, The
frent of the RV also spoms a
nzzd-onviewofan A4

* Ratired Bom Prafl il Whingy [1254-83)

* Rardtvd LCDR (15250540 (103850

*PE'N J52 Techrice Ragrasimahe NAS
Codama. WA (1078-20

* Maimaranca Milary Controd Orteer, V.
17, KAS Desang, V2 (TA-41) (1550.42)

* AW 07 PO Repraumtitvn, Kowal
(196280

You can advertise in Skyhawk News
Write to A4News@aol.com for details

* Pt Pt ot Sagines, Gremmin
L Aopauing Cons, & Aujistee HL an
tha Rosi Makyson SrFome AL
program LGSY.420) (1963-B9)

SKYHAWK ENGINE SERVICES, INC.

= SN Gl Sonvce (NATET) J52-PL0B8
Regrnsereaser, MAG 14, WCAS Clary
Pant. NG (1830-39)

* E2-205 Doagre Manager, Eraziian Kawy
19992000

= Consuian to Sunrtsa Heloopmer Ing,
Soring T 257 pants upster

'Si;nnu ASiednon Aomteyr

Wiliam B. Walur, AS. BS, Mis
B350 Callen Reat
£ Aagesing, AL 32045

Reno (Sparks), Nevada

004 0241978 FAX 8280090 BERaCoTpyanod.cam
John kscvaga's Membership Meeting
Nugget Hotel e

Friday, Augus! 17th, $25/person

in conjunction with e o]
i i -t Tajm00k cﬂnVBﬂﬁDﬂ Sarrd chevis mpmeummﬁ Bgzeciion
A 1482 Cer
Skyhawk Ready Room S Mosat G 00ge
w ﬂ@ a ﬂ& w SWWK Exhibit Boath Gtock um;-:x:ig seahyal
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Join the Skyhawk Association and get a free patch

One of Bse ouistanding patches will be included with sach naw membarship. Want more than on2 patch
(Wha doesn't?) Sea ordering info at lef.

Allmenberships s 8300 L vaae o 7540 dyarsinbShngs,  —hew L1 vearsao
YES, Sgnmaup! Send my patch and membersho materiasto; j Renewal L3 Yoars 575

Hame —

Adadress

Oroar additional patchas

Nollight suitjacket should b wieul one of fhese
cutstandng patches. Addtional guantins =ay be :
purchased far $5.00 gach (85 for non-memders) Fhene L . E-muil
glus 81 pasge, by SEndng your CRaly of many
order (7o oeds cards vet, sory) aEyabla to Skytawi
As3CCiznon 3Org win your namA, address ang
membershio number (und on yoer cand) to:

City et DU e D

Callsignnickname A-4 hours. A4 Traos

Si®awk Pach Cradt Cang Paymares may te mads dy caing tolkirés Join &y mal: Sénd payment i US fonds 1o
6213 Eien Ahbey LA &77-2£2-4255 tom Bam - 4 pm Pacitc time. (This Seyhzak Assnsation
Beadenton, FIL 34202.9265 numbet s for ot paymans ooty and carrol accept P.0.Bax 152188

Cororafo, CAS2178-2168

™ = = e e e E e e - - - — - = === =

Q PAICH CCArS OF OEr ASSOCIESCN MESSI08S. )

MNUTES 3 Bdscosson aal be held £ 80 Augest mesieglo '
Shynemh Asoclsion Doxd of Direchine dcerms o begion of T 2002 anul =eedrg NOTICE
20 Jan 2001 Fossblty of a wistirmieting inFemsactls iz lowmzer 1

Prajent Presidotl Jemed Mocarty Vies Prpsiios
Jonn Cades, Orezites Tom Eiser, 2 C Richie, pns
Ted Lyrgwoty. .

Ko proseet Jack Wanodul, and guests 2ot Pagl
Cistnzng, 30 Clamk €. Him

et Torsuner £ E Lab, Secwiey W, F_ Foster,
AT Sivhecth Tom Wordeipe=

In eomzice wils T B Angris st serformore: of the
Sels 0 mas dhd usted

4. Spias ot AL prntwin Sensnd,

S 1wt xjioec P oor NewpleSe wis ! ciree and
wordi e oo and onds gendnd b producton avd
maling. Jim Archis was compimania

& Wih e grow® of meriterstns, £ asomirs our

Effective 1 June 2001

Dues for all members will be:

budgel & In balasge a4d e momberd sreserl wile
OresidereMbonarty calied Somecteg o octhe 3 1760 | 530G wih 1as pubisnad
#tm Corpus Chibab Yaest Cub, Carpas O, Teass Thas DUN) 10 Yurther BUSELS, [P0 MHED) wis
1. Jackwoodul 1 maa STINIEMETERIINIMAN.  sqnrmed 3t 13:30
(Advince paymants oy B3 Mate 3 T 54 naser s
Emig Lo} We whl abo nquie s space tor g JNRSLCHONL
Feapialty room. Bwas beoed Ervie Lab will agaie o WAL Fras e

$30 for 1 year $75 for 3 years

Applications received prior to 1 June 2001
will be accepted at the rate of
520 per vear ($25 foreign)

R T UL T T ] Sutmsquert 1o B =oming, B BarD desed B for up to Svears in advance
Tom f‘l’ﬂf wil make ﬂ".l'lﬂﬂ'ﬁ"ﬁ or & lenchaon  Lnameces e-mal vote 00 iecrese M menbershp dues by
Dk 10 S0 N0 yier 200 07 1€ 000N OF 3 y2ir3 31 575, Al . 1S, i
2. SA1 NI 0 200t M Rind I8 Augest JatkWosdst  Themtm matea il Seemactivg st 1.0ung 2001 (Al rates are LS. funds;)
woutiere e (G

This fine a1 opaon, which  Prints 2= 5250.00 sach. Inciudin
measeres 25° x 32° ovardll, I3 packaghng a3 shipping via ingured Fedl
reproduced trom 2n onpeal oll  3edday. ingedr= for shixging and insuran?
paisrg by Roy Grinngll Each print  ratas for more tan one prnt, or for nixs di
Is sgned anc rumbired By the ar. PlRase 30 Inclass yoor telspnoe
amst and amograghid by Z3 USN  mumberande-mal add=ssin youronder,
and USMC avitsers who few tho
leparcary Soynzak. Al means of

Send check or money arder -
reproducicn, Iaciucing T prrting ; 4
pl2SES Nive bees CastDyEe TRIS IS Seyhawk Trizeta Privs
3 siegle, lims=d-=diion of 850 1220 Wincham

Wesstand, M 23156-5351

Froczads wil D2 dviced between

the Maticna! Mosaum of Naval

Aviaoon Foundation, tae Maval

Hisoncal Socety Founcazon and

the Taibook Educational
Fousgzaen,

E-mail ingaisies lo:
JayCeeR@z0l.com

“Skyhawk Tribute™ by Roy Grinnell
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VC-8 Skyhawks to get adversary camo colors

By LTIG Jared Allen
V=R Publie AfTalrs Offleer

As you know, VC-8 a1 NAS Roosevelt Roads, Puerto Rico is the kst
sctive-dury squadron w operate the TA-3) Skyvhawk. Smnce picking up
the Fleet Adversary mission in 1997, the Redtails have bren busy
supporting the flect by sending numerous adversary detachments (o
NAS Oceana, NAS Key Wist. NAS Fallon, and NAS Pensacola (to
n=me & few), We have recently bezun having cur Soeoters painted
camouflage, mirmeking potential adversary aircrafi. We plan on
painting three of them desert brown camo and the remaining four sky
blue camo

In June 2000, our Fleet Replacement Detachment's training facility
became fully operational. We refer to it as the Skyhawk Training
Facility. The cquipment used to support this facility comasts of Large,
wall-sized mraining panels. as well as other trmiming aids and one Might
simulator. Al of this equipment wos obtained from Naval Air Station
Meridian, Mississippl, where itwas being used o ratn student pilots at
VT-7.

In March 2001, CDR Brad Steele will be relieved by CDR Vince
Drouilland as Commanding Officer VC-8. CDR Stecle will be moving

to Washington DC to be the editor of the Naval Aviation News
magazine. CDR Drouillard 15 o Scooter dnver from, VC-10 mt
Guantanamo Bay. and VF-23 at NAS Oceana (both squadrons now
disesrablished).

For more about VIC-8. visit our web site at wwwvcS.navumil. Also,
the Spring 2000 (Vol. 40) issue of World Alr Power Journal lbas & great
article about Redtail Skyhawks with fantastic photographs.
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